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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 
(FAA) 

Request for information and notification of the 
Facility. 

07/22/2026 Email HDR FAA FAA Pre-Screening Tool questions. 

07/22/2026 Email FAA HDR Response to FAA Pre-Screening Tool questions. 

07/22/2026 Email HDR FAA Response to FAA Pre-Screening Tool questions. 

07/22/2026 Email FAA HDR Response to FAA Pre-Screening Tool questions. 
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January 15, 2026 

Dave Anderson 
Assistant Manager 
Federal Aviation Administration 
2301 University Dr, BLDG 23B 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We are particularly interested in identifying any properties 
within or adjacent to the corridor that your agency owns or otherwise has an interest in. We would also 
appreciate being informed of any planned or reasonably foreseeable developments your agency may be 
considering within the corridor. In addition, we welcome any information that would assist with our siting 
analyses and environmental studies, including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or 
compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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January 15, 2026 

 
  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

 
George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Wilson, Ashley M (FAA)
To: Pratt, Dylan
Subject: RE: FAA Pre-Screening Tool Question
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 11:29:44 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Youll need to file a 7460-1 for further information.
 
Ashley M. Wilson
Federal Aviation Administration
Obstruction Evaluation Group
AJV-A521
10101 Hillwood Parkway
Fort Worth, TX  76177
Office: 817-222-4244
Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov
 
 
From: Pratt, Dylan <Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 11:28 AM
To: Wilson, Ashley M (FAA) <Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov>
Subject: RE: FAA Pre-Screening Tool Question

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Thank you, Ashley! Are you able to determine the approach/departure surface of the Sisseton
Municipal Airport in South Dakota?
 
Thank you,
 
Dylan Pratt
Transmission Line EIT

HDR
1601 Utica Ave South
Suite 600
D 763.591.5411
Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us

 
From: Wilson, Ashley M (FAA) <Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 11:16 AM
To: Pratt, Dylan <Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: FAA Pre-Screening Tool Question
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CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

All structures within a certain distance, height, and radial.
An example would be say you are constructing a tower that is 60 feet AGL, at 30,000 feet away
it sounds like it might not be an issue assuming the site elevation is the same or lower than the
airports. However is that same 60 foot tower is located on a hill or mountain, that would make
it taller than the airport and most likely will require filing.
Please keep in mind, we not only evaluate for the airport and how the structure would affect
airport operations but we also evaluate structures around NAVAIDS, Radar Sites,
Communication facilities, etc.

The FAA advises every structure be checked in the pre-screening tool to determine if you must
file notice.

Ashley M. Wilson
Federal Aviation Administration
Obstruction Evaluation Group
AJV-A521
10101 Hillwood Parkway
Fort Worth, TX  76177
Office: 817-222-4244
Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov

From: Pratt, Dylan <Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 11:11 AM
To: Wilson, Ashley M (FAA) <Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov>
Subject: FAA Pre-Screening Tool Question

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Ashley,

I have a general question about the FAA’s pre-screening tool. I am looking to install a
transmission tower on the outer edge of the airspace of Sisseton Municipal Airport. I am
wondering if all obstacles at a certain height within airport space require screening? This
location is about 30,000’ from the airport runway and will flag at a height of 40’.

Thank you,

Dylan Pratt
Transmission Line EIT

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

mailto:Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov
mailto:Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov
mailto:Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com
mailto:Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com
mailto:Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov
mailto:Ashley.M.Wilson@faa.gov


HDR
1601 Utica Ave South 
Suite 600
D 763.591.5411 
Dylan.Pratt@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 

Request for input and notification of the 
Facility. 

01/20/2026 Email FHWA HDR FHWA Response to Request for Input and 
Notification of Facility. 

02/05/2026 Email FHWA HDR FHWA has delegated project requirements 
to South Dakota Department of 
Transportation. 
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January 15, 2026 

Wendall Meyer 
Interim Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
South Dakota Division Office 
116 East Dakota Avenue, Suite A 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Meyer, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction 
is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034.  

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards defining a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 

Additionally, we are requesting your agency’s input regarding potential impacts to federal-aid highways 
and any requirements for coordination under Title 23 of the U.S. Code. Specifically, we seek guidance on 
whether the Project will require review or approval under FHWA regulations for utility installations within or 
adjacent to federal-aid highway rights-of-way, and whether any additional environmental documentation 
or clearances will be necessary under NEPA for crossings of federally funded transportation facilities. 
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January 15, 2026 

Please advise if there are specific design standards or clearance requirements for transmission lines 
crossing federal-aid highways, including minimum vertical clearance and setback requirements. We also 
request your recommendations regarding coordination for temporary traffic control measures during 
construction, including any requirements for traffic management plans or notifications for work near 
federal-aid highways. If there are FHWA utility accommodation policies or permitting processes that apply 
to this Project, please provide details so they can be incorporated into the Project planning and design. 

Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with applicable federal transportation regulations and 
minimizes impacts on public safety and infrastructure. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer  
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.  
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600  
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416  
Phone: 763-591-5463  
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Handel, Lindsey (FHWA)
To: Mayer, Michael
Cc: Todd, Pamela (FHWA); FHWA, NorthDakota (FHWA); jketterl
Subject: FHWA Response - Request for Input - Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 2:59:27 PM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon Mr. Mayer,

FHWA received your letter regarding the above subject project.  It appears the project will
cross Interstate 94 in the Fargo area.  This likely would require approval of an Interstate Use
Agreement, which would also trigger a NEPA environmental analysis.  Please coordinate this
project with Mr. Jonathan Ketterling at the North Dakota Department of Transportation at
jketterl@nd.gov.

Thank you,

Lindsey L. Handel, PE
Deputy Division Administrator, North Dakota Division Office
Federal Highway Administration
4503 Coleman Street, Suite 205
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-221-9469 – Office
360-481-9987 – Cell
Lindsey.Handel@dot.gov
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From: Bierne, Jon (FHWA)
To: Mayer, Michael
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, February 5, 2026 10:33:02 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Mr. Mayer,

I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. Vinson, seeking FHWA input on the proposed project. Our
office has shared that letter with the SDDOT.  I am confident that they were likely included in
the original distribution of the letter and, with that in mind,  would encourage you to work
directly with SDDOT to handle the project requirements in accordance with their utility
accommodation process.   These responsibilities have been delegated to the SDDOT.  Thank
you for including us on the original letter.

Jon Bierne
Deputy Division Administrator
FHWA | Federal Highway Administration
South Dakota Division | (605) 776-1003
116 East Dakota Ave, Suite A
Pierre, South Dakota 57501
jon.bierne@dot.gov
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Representative Dusty Johnson, 
United States House of 
Representatives 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter. 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Senator Mike Rounds, United 
States Senate 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter. 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Senator John Thune, United States 
Senate 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter. 
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January 27, 2026 

Representative Dusty Johnson 
United States House of Representatives – South Dakota 
115 4th Ave SE, Suite 107A 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Representative Johnson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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January 27, 2026 

take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

Senator Mike Rounds 
United States Senate – South Dakota 
111 W Capitol Ave, Suite 210 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Senator Rounds, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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January 27, 2026 

take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

Senator John Thune 
United States Senate – South Dakota 
205 6th Avenue SE, Suite 202 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Senator Thune, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Military Aviation and 
Installation Assurance Siting 
Clearinghouse 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



January 15, 2026 

Robbin Beard 
Military Aviation and Installation Assurance Siting Clearinghouse 
3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Beard, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We are particularly interested in identifying any properties 
within or adjacent to the corridor that your agency owns or otherwise has an interest in. We would also 
appreciate being informed of any planned or reasonably foreseeable developments your agency may be 
considering within the corridor. In addition, we welcome any information that would assist with our siting 
analyses and environmental studies, including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or 
compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

04/16/2026 Email HDR National Parks Service 
(NPS) 

Request for NPS data and notification 
of the Facility. 

04/29/2026 Email NPS HDR Response to request for NPS data and 
notification of the Facility. 
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From: Rust, Jill
To: deb_diquinzio@nps.gov
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Parker, Amber
Subject: BSSHB Coordination
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2026 6:41:32 PM
Attachments: 2026_0416_OTP_BSSHB_NPS_Coordination.pdf

Hi Deb – I’m with HDR, who is assisting Otter Tail Power with their Big Stone South to Hankinson to
Bison (BSSHB) Project in South Dakota and North Dakota. We met Marvin and Connie Piotter at a
recent public meeting and they were kind enough to make us aware of some National Park interests
near or within our Study Area. We wanted to reach out to you directly to gather more information
about the National Natural Landmarks in the area. Attached is the official coordination letter
regarding the project. Would it be possible to share a shapefile of the NNL boundaries so we can
compare them to our current preliminary corridors?  

We are currently narrowing these corridors to a preferred route and once we have that we will
coordinate with you again to provide the location and the potential for any impacts.

Thanks for any input you can provide!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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April 17, 2026 


 
  


Deb DiQuinzio 
National Parks Service 
15 State Street,  
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
 
Sent Electronically to deb_diquinzio@nps.gov 


Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 


Dear Ms. DiQuinzio, 


Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 


a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 


Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 


Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 


Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 


and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 


MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 


The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 


and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 


would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. Structures would primarily consist of steel 


monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and expansions at the Big Stone South, 


Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the 


line expected to be energized by 2034. 


During a recent public meeting for the Project, we were informed by Mr. and Mrs. Piotter, who have been 


in contact with you regarding this Project, of the presence of two designated National Natural Landmarks 


(NNLs), including Cottonwood Slough–Dry Run, within or near our original study area. We are writing to 


formally notify you of the Project and to request the National Park Service’s input regarding these 


resources. 


Otter Tail is currently conducting routing studies and anticipates narrowing the alternatives to a preferred 


proposed route in the coming weeks. We would appreciate information on any applicable standards or 


guidelines for NNLs that should be considered during project planning, as well as your recommendations 


for best practices to avoid or minimize potential impacts to NPS interests. 


The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 


South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 


U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 


Partnership grant program. 


Please provide any available data (including shapefiles of the NNL boundaries), concerns, or 


recommendations by May 21, 2026. 


 


 


 


 







April 17, 2026 


 
  


Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 
Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we advance this 


important regional infrastructure project. 


Sincerely, 


 


 


Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 


Enclosure: 
Proposed Route Corridor Maps 
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From: DiQuinzio, Deborah A
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Parker, Amber; Kenworthy, Jason P
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Coordination
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2026 11:06:09 AM
Attachments: NNL Brief COSL-SD.pdf

NNL Brief ANRI-MN&SD.pdf
NNL Brief SIHO-SD.pdf
NNL_Data_Export_20260421.gdb.zip

You don't often get email from deb_diquinzio@nps.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,
Thanks for coordinating with the National Park Service (NPS) regarding National Natural
Landmarks (NNL) in the vicinity of the Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project.  For
your use, please find attached a zipped geodatabase file containing boundaries for the three
NNLs in closest proximity to the project study area. This data is provided for your
organization's use only and is not to be further distributed, as some NNL GIS data is
sensitive due to fragile resources or private ownership.  Please direct anyone requesting
the data to the NPS.  

Also attached for your reference are one-page briefs for each of the three NNLs.  While
included, I do think Sica Hollow, SD is well outside of the study area.

Please let me know if you encounter any issues with the GIS data or require any further
information.
We appreciate your consideration of NNLs and efforts to avoid or minimize potential
impacts.

Thanks and regards,
Deb

Deb DiQuinzio
National Park Service
National Natural Landmarks Program
deb_diquinzio@nps.gov
(401) 330-7340
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National Park Service
U.S. Department of Interior


National Natural Landmarks Program


Name: Cottonwood Slough-Dry Run


Location: Roberts County, South Dakota


Description:


This 5,982-acre site consists of a long, narrow 11-mile strip of wetlands containing potholes, streams, 
shallow open water, lakes, and marsh areas with dense emergent vegetation. The wetland is actually a 
glaciated finger outlet of the Pleistocene Lake Agassiz, and the bluffs that parallel the site on the east and 
west (and correspond with the landmark's boundary) mark the old lakeshore of this glacial lake. The 
landmark site includes the flood plain and tall grass prairie as a buffer zone for the wetland. The bluffs harbor 
stands of hardwood forest which, this far west, occur only along bodies of water. Elm, cottonwood, box elder 
and green ash predominate on these bluffs. The bluffs also offer vantage points for observing the large 
concentrations of waterfowl that use the area. The site serves as the headwaters of both the Minnesota River 
to the south and the Red River to the north. The site extends for 11 miles south of Victor, South Dakota.


Significance:


Cottonwood Slough-Dry Run is a glaciated finger outlet of Lake Agassiz, the world's largest Pleistocene 
glacial lake.  The site contains an undisturbed wetland complex and tall grass prairie and serves as a distinct 
transition zone between the tall grass prairie and eastern deciduous forest biomes. The site is among the top 
natural areas in this part of the country for the concentrations and production of waterfowl and is one of the 
best natural riverine wetland complexes remaining in the state.


Ownership: Indian Trust, Private, State


Designation: May, 1975; Reduced, May, 2006


Evaluation: J. W. Vassar, Robert Aukerman, Colorado State University, College of Forestry and Natural 
Resources, 1974


NNL Brief March 2026
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Name: Ancient River Warren Channel 


 


Location: Big Stone County, Minnesota; Traverse County, Minnesota; Grant County, South Dakota; 


Roberts County, South Dakota 


 


Description: 


This site contains a channel cut by the ancient River Warren during the Ice Age when the river drained Lake 


Agassiz, presumed to be the largest temporary lake in North America. When the continental ice sheet 


blocked northward flow of the Red River of the north, waters from the melting ice accumulated along the ice 


sheet edge, forming glacial Lake Agassiz. Water spilled over into the Minnesota River, cutting the great 


channel 50 to 90 feet below the present level of the Minnesota River as it flowed to the Mississippi River at 


Fort Snelling, Minnesota. Finally the ice sheet receded so the Red River could again flow northward. River 


Warren waters dwindled and deposition of sediments left the channel much as it appears today. The river is 


named for General G. H. Warren who described the origin of the channel. The steep-walled river channel is 


from one to two miles wide and 100 to 130 feet deep in the vicinity of Lake Traverse and Big Stone Lake on 


the South Dakota-Minnesota boundary. That portion of the channel, which includes the two lakes and the 


Hudson Bay-Gulf of Mexico divide between them, is about 50 miles long and one to two miles wide. 


Brown's Valley, Minnesota lies in the divide area only about three feet above the level of Lake Traverse 


which is about nine feet higher than Big Stone Lake.  


 


Significance: 


A channel cut by the Ancient River Warren during the Ice Age, Ancient River Warren Channel contains the 


Hudson Bay-Gulf of Mexico divide.  A lake on each side of the channel provides evidence of the 


irregularities in Ice Age sedimentation. 


 


Ownership: Private, State 


 


Designation: 1966 


 


Evaluation:  


  
 


 


 








National Park Service
U.S. Department of Interior


National Natural Landmarks Program


Name: Sica Hollow


Location: Marshall County, South Dakota; Roberts County, South Dakota


Description:


This 810-acre natural area is located along the crest and eastern slope of the most prominent portion of the 
Coteau des Prairie, which is about 700 feet at this point. The Coteau is characterized by a thick accumulation 
of drift over an eroded bedrock surface. The upland and fringes of the ravines are prairie while the slopes and 
ravines are covered with burr oak deciduous forest with a scattering of basswood, elm, hard maple, 
ironwood, aspen, and ash. The forest floor has typical herbaceous plants of an eastern forest such as 
bloodroot, wild ginger and trillium. Another feature is the perennial springs arising from the escarpment 
which form a clear cold stream. Along the edges of the springs, liverworts and ferns grow, enhancing the 
eastern aspect. Aquatic stream life is abundant. The Coteau overlooks the Red River and the old glacial story 
of the River Warren. Pothole lakes can be found on the upland of the Coteau. The site is located 10 miles 
northwest of Sisseton, South Dakota.


Significance:


Sica Hollow displays many facets of natural history, including the glacial story of the River Warren, pothole 
lakes on the upland of Coteau, grasslands and prairie, and ravines where eastern deciduous forests grow.  The 
site includes the eastern face of the escarpment of the Coteau des Prairies.


Ownership: State


Designation: November, 1967


Evaluation:
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				<Process ToolSource="c:\program files\arcgis\pro\Resources\ArcToolbox\toolboxes\Data Management Tools.tbx\Merge" Date="20240118" Time="173442">Merge DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC;DBO.AS_WGS84_SC;DBO.GU_WGS84_SC;DBO.HI_WGS84_SC;DBO.PR_WGS84_SC;DBO.VI_WGS84_SC;'C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84';'C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84';'C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84';'C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84';'C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84' "C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84" "State "State" true true false 12 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,State,0,11,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,State,0,11,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,State,0,11,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,State,0,11,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,State,0,11,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,State,0,11;County "County" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,County,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,County,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,County,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,County,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,County,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,County,0,254;NNL_Code "NNL_Code" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Code,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,NNL_Code,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,NNL_Code,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,NNL_Code,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,NNL_Code,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,NNL_Code,0,9;NNL_ID "NNL_ID" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,NNL_ID,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,NNL_ID,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,NNL_ID,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,NNL_ID,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,NNL_ID,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,NNL_ID,0,9;NNL_Name "NNL_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Name,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,NNL_Name,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,NNL_Name,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,NNL_Name,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,NNL_Name,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,NNL_Name,0,254;Date_Adopted "Date_Adopted" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Date_Adopted,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Date_Adopted,-1,-1;Acre_Calc "Acre_Calc" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Acre_Calc,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Acre_Calc,-1,-1;Edit_Date "Edit_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Edit_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Edit_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Edit_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Edit_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Edit_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Edit_Date,-1,-1;Create_Date "Create_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Create_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Create_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Create_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Create_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Create_Date,-1,-1,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Create_Date,-1,-1;Unit_Type "Unit_Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Unit_Type,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Unit_Type,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Unit_Type,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Unit_Type,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Unit_Type,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Unit_Type,0,254;Map_Source "Map_Source" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Map_Source,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Map_Source,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Map_Source,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Map_Source,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Map_Source,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Map_Source,0,254;Restrictions "Restrictions" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Restrictions,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Restrictions,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Restrictions,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Restrictions,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Restrictions,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Restrictions,0,49;Notes "Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Notes,0,254;Current_ "Current_" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Current_,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Current_,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Current_,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Current_,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Current_,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Current_,0,3;Review_Notes "Review_Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Review_Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Review_Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Review_Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Review_Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Review_Notes,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Review_Notes,0,254;NNL_Admin_Area "NNL_Admin_Area" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3;Edited_By "Edited_By" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Edited_By,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Edited_By,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Edited_By,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Edited_By,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Edited_By,0,49,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Edited_By,0,49;Originator "Originator" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Originator,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Originator,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Originator,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Originator,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Originator,0,254,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Originator,0,254;NPS_Region "NPS_Region" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,NPS_Region,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,NPS_Region,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,NPS_Region,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,NPS_Region,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,NPS_Region,0,3,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,NPS_Region,0,3;MetadataID "MetadataID" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,MetadataID,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,MetadataID,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,MetadataID,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,MetadataID,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,MetadataID,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,MetadataID,0,37;Geometry "Geometry" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,Geometry,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,Geometry,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,Geometry,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,Geometry,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,Geometry,0,37,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,Geometry,0,37;SensitiveSite "SensitiveSite" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.AKR_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,DBO.AS_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,DBO.GU_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,DBO.HI_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,DBO.PR_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,DBO.VI_WGS84_SC,SensitiveSite,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.IMR_WGS84,SensitiveSite,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.MWR_WGS84,SensitiveSite,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NER_WGS84,SensitiveSite,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.PWR_WGS84,SensitiveSite,0,9,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,SensitiveSite,0,9;PublicRestriction "PublicRestriction" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.SER_WGS84,PublicRestriction,0,49" NO_SOURCE_INFO</Process>

				<Process ToolSource="c:\program files\arcgis\pro\Resources\ArcToolbox\toolboxes\Data Management Tools.tbx\UpdateSchema" Date="20240119" Time="093703">UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=&lt;CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.2.0'&gt;&lt;WorkspaceConnectionString&gt;SERVER=inp2300irmadb01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:inp2300irmadb01\gis;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=inp2300irmadb01\gis;DATABASE=GDB_NNL;VERSION=dbo.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=OSA&lt;/WorkspaceConnectionString&gt;&lt;WorkspaceFactory&gt;SDE&lt;/WorkspaceFactory&gt;&lt;Dataset&gt;DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84&lt;/Dataset&gt;&lt;DatasetType&gt;esriDTFeatureClass&lt;/DatasetType&gt;&lt;/CIMStandardDataConnection&gt;" &lt;operationSequence&gt;&lt;workflow&gt;&lt;AddField&gt;&lt;field_name&gt;Label&lt;/field_name&gt;&lt;field_type&gt;TEXT&lt;/field_type&gt;&lt;field_precision&gt;0&lt;/field_precision&gt;&lt;field_length&gt;250&lt;/field_length&gt;&lt;field_is_nullable&gt;True&lt;/field_is_nullable&gt;&lt;field_is_required&gt;False&lt;/field_is_required&gt;&lt;/AddField&gt;&lt;/workflow&gt;&lt;/operationSequence&gt;</Process>

				<Process ToolSource="c:\program files\arcgis\pro\Resources\ArcToolbox\toolboxes\Conversion Tools.tbx\ExportFeatures" Date="20240119" Time="162415">ExportFeatures "DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection" "C:\Users\scleary\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\NNL Program\NNL_Working\SQLServer-inp2300irmadb01_gis-GDB_NNL.sde\DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Current_py_WGS84" # NOT_USE_ALIAS "State "State" true true false 12 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,State,0,11;County "County" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,County,0,254;NNL_Code "NNL_Code" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,NNL_Code,0,9;NNL_ID "NNL_ID" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,NNL_ID,0,9;NNL_Name "NNL_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,NNL_Name,0,254;Date_Adopted "Date_Adopted" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Date_Adopted,-1,-1;Acre_Calc "Acre_Calc" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Acre_Calc,-1,-1;Edit_Date "Edit_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Edit_Date,-1,-1;Create_Date "Create_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Create_Date,-1,-1;Unit_Type "Unit_Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Unit_Type,0,254;Map_Source "Map_Source" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Map_Source,0,254;Restrictions "Restrictions" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Restrictions,0,49;Notes "Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Notes,0,254;Current_ "Current_" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Current_,0,3;Review_Notes "Review_Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Review_Notes,0,254;NNL_Admin_Area "NNL_Admin_Area" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3;Edited_By "Edited_By" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Edited_By,0,49;Originator "Originator" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Originator,0,254;NPS_Region "NPS_Region" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,NPS_Region,0,3;MetadataID "MetadataID" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,MetadataID,0,37;Geometry "Geometry" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Geometry,0,37;SensitiveSite "SensitiveSite" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,SensitiveSite,0,9;PublicRestriction "PublicRestriction" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,PublicRestriction,0,49;Label "Label" true true false 250 Text 0 0,First,#,DBO.NNL_Sensitive_BND_Master_py_WGS84 selection,Label,0,249" #</Process>

				<Process ToolSource="c:\program files\arcgis\pro\Resources\ArcToolbox\toolboxes\Conversion Tools.tbx\ExportFeatures" Date="20260421" Time="163643">ExportFeatures "NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons" "C:\Users\andrewsmith\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\ArcGIS\Projects\NNLs\NNL_Data_Export_20260421.gdb\NNL_Data_Export_20260421" # NOT_USE_ALIAS "State "State" true true false 12 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,State,0,11;County "County" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,County,0,254;NNL_Code "NNL_Code" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,NNL_Code,0,9;NNL_ID "NNL_ID" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,NNL_ID,0,9;NNL_Name "NNL_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,NNL_Name,0,254;Date_Adopted "Date_Adopted" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Date_Adopted,-1,-1;Acre_Calc "Acre_Calc" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Acre_Calc,-1,-1;Edit_Date "Edit_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Edit_Date,-1,-1;Create_Date "Create_Date" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Create_Date,-1,-1;Unit_Type "Unit_Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Unit_Type,0,254;Map_Source "Map_Source" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Map_Source,0,254;Restrictions "Restrictions" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Restrictions,0,49;Notes "Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Notes,0,254;Current_ "Current_" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Current_,0,3;Review_Notes "Review_Notes" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Review_Notes,0,254;NNL_Admin_Area "NNL_Admin_Area" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,NNL_Admin_Area,0,3;Edited_By "Edited_By" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Edited_By,0,49;Originator "Originator" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Originator,0,254;NPS_Region "NPS_Region" true true false 4 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,NPS_Region,0,3;MetadataID "MetadataID" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,MetadataID,0,37;Geometry "Geometry" true true false 38 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Geometry,0,37;SensitiveSite "SensitiveSite" true true false 10 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,SensitiveSite,0,9;PublicRestriction "PublicRestriction" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,PublicRestriction,0,49;Label "Label" true true false 250 Text 0 0,First,#,NRSS NNL SENSITIVE All Current Boundary Polygons,Label,0,249" #</Process>

			</lineage>

			<itemProps>

				<itemLocation>

					<linkage Sync="TRUE">file://\\INPWO0663135812\C$\Users\andrewsmith\OneDrive - DOI\Documents\ArcGIS\Projects\NNLs\NNL_Data_Export_20260421.gdb</linkage>

					<protocol Sync="TRUE">Local Area Network</protocol>

				</itemLocation>

				<itemName Sync="TRUE">NNL_Data_Export_20260421</itemName>

				<imsContentType Sync="TRUE" export="False">002</imsContentType>

			</itemProps>

			<coordRef>

				<type Sync="TRUE">Geographic</type>

				<geogcsn Sync="TRUE">GCS_WGS_1984</geogcsn>

				<csUnits Sync="TRUE">Angular Unit: Degree (0.017453)</csUnits>

				<peXml Sync="TRUE">&lt;GeographicCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:GeographicCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'&gt;&lt;WKT&gt;GEOGCS[&amp;quot;GCS_WGS_1984&amp;quot;,DATUM[&amp;quot;D_WGS_1984&amp;quot;,SPHEROID[&amp;quot;WGS_1984&amp;quot;,6378137.0,298.257223563]],PRIMEM[&amp;quot;Greenwich&amp;quot;,0.0],UNIT[&amp;quot;Degree&amp;quot;,0.0174532925199433],AUTHORITY[&amp;quot;EPSG&amp;quot;,4326]]&lt;/WKT&gt;&lt;XOrigin&gt;-400&lt;/XOrigin&gt;&lt;YOrigin&gt;-400&lt;/YOrigin&gt;&lt;XYScale&gt;999999999.99999988&lt;/XYScale&gt;&lt;ZOrigin&gt;-100000&lt;/ZOrigin&gt;&lt;ZScale&gt;10000&lt;/ZScale&gt;&lt;MOrigin&gt;-100000&lt;/MOrigin&gt;&lt;MScale&gt;10000&lt;/MScale&gt;&lt;XYTolerance&gt;8.983152841195215e-09&lt;/XYTolerance&gt;&lt;ZTolerance&gt;0.001&lt;/ZTolerance&gt;&lt;MTolerance&gt;0.001&lt;/MTolerance&gt;&lt;HighPrecision&gt;true&lt;/HighPrecision&gt;&lt;LeftLongitude&gt;-180&lt;/LeftLongitude&gt;&lt;WKID&gt;4326&lt;/WKID&gt;&lt;LatestWKID&gt;4326&lt;/LatestWKID&gt;&lt;/GeographicCoordinateSystem&gt;</peXml>

			</coordRef>

		</DataProperties>

		<SyncDate>20260421</SyncDate>

		<SyncTime>16363600</SyncTime>

		<ModDate>20260421</ModDate>

		<ModTime>16400200</ModTime>

		<scaleRange>

			<minScale>150000000</minScale>

			<maxScale>5000</maxScale>

		</scaleRange>

		<ArcGISProfile>ItemDescription</ArcGISProfile>

	</Esri>

	<dataIdInfo>

		<envirDesc Sync="TRUE">Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 26100) ; Esri ArcGIS 13.5.5.57366</envirDesc>

		<dataLang>

			<languageCode value="eng" Sync="TRUE">

			</languageCode>

			<countryCode value="USA" Sync="TRUE">

			</countryCode>

		</dataLang>

		<idCitation>

			<resTitle Sync="FALSE">Current National Natural Landmarks Boundaries</resTitle>

			<presForm>

				<PresFormCd value="005" Sync="TRUE">

				</PresFormCd>

				<fgdcGeoform>vector digital data</fgdcGeoform>

			</presForm>

			<resAltTitle>National Natural Landmarks Polygon Boundaries</resAltTitle>

			<citRespParty>

				<rpIndName>Intermountain Region National Natural Landmarks Program</rpIndName>

				<rpOrgName>DOI National Park Service</rpOrgName>

				<rpPosName>Coorinator</rpPosName>

				<role>

					<RoleCd value="007">

					</RoleCd>

				</role>

				<rpCntInfo>

					<cntAddress>

						<delPoint>12795 W. Alameda Parkway</delPoint>

						<city>Lakewood</city>

						<adminArea>CO</adminArea>

						<postCode>80228</postCode>

						<country>US</country>

					</cntAddress>

					<cntPhone>

						<voiceNum>303-969-2945</voiceNum>

						<faxNum>303-969-2717</faxNum>

					</cntPhone>

					<cntHours>8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. MST, Monday through Friday</cntHours>

					<cntInstr>Please contact via phone, check the NNL website for the most up to dat contact information.</cntInstr>

					<cntOnlineRes>

						<linkage>https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nnlandmarks/index.htm</linkage>

						<orFunct>

							<OnFunctCd value="002">

							</OnFunctCd>

						</orFunct>

					</cntOnlineRes>

				</rpCntInfo>

			</citRespParty>

		</idCitation>

		<spatRpType>

			<SpatRepTypCd value="001" Sync="TRUE">

			</SpatRepTypCd>

		</spatRpType>

		<idPurp>This is a polygon dataset showing a selection of the current boundaries for the National Natural Landmarks Program as of 4/21/2026.</idPurp>

		<idAbs>&lt;DIV STYLE="text-align:Left;"&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;This is a polygon dataset showing 3 of the current boundaries for the National Natural Landmarks Program, as of 4/21/2026. Most of the data has been created from digitized topo maps at varying appropriate scales with USGS topo maps. All boundaries were visually verified for correctness by GIS staff and the NNL Coordinators.&lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</idAbs>

		<idCredit>National Park Service, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate. Fort Collins, CO.</idCredit>

		<searchKeys>

			<keyword>National Natural Landmarks Program</keyword>

			<keyword>NNL</keyword>

			<keyword>National Natural Landmarks</keyword>

			<keyword>National Park Service</keyword>

			<keyword>NPS United States</keyword>

			<keyword>US</keyword>

			<keyword>USA</keyword>

			<keyword>North America</keyword>

		</searchKeys>

		<themeKeys>

			<keyword>National Natural Landmarks Program, NNL, NNLs</keyword>

		</themeKeys>

		<placeKeys>

			<keyword>National Natural Landmarks Program, NNL, National Park Service, NPS, United States, US, USA, North America</keyword>

		</placeKeys>

		<resConst>

			<Consts>

				<useLimit>&lt;DIV STYLE="text-align:Left;"&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;These data are to be used only for the state purpose of the user receiving them directly from the NPS and they are not to be distributed further. These data are NOT for Public Distribution. No redistribution of data without authorization from the National Natural Landmarks Program. This dataset contains SENSITIVE data that is not for public distribution. The National Park Service shall not be held liable for improper or incorrect use of the data described and/or contained herein. These data and related graphics, (if available), are not legal documents and are not intended to be used as such. The information gained in these data is dynamic and may change over time. The data are not better than the original sources from which they were derived. It is the responsibility of the data user to use the data appropriately and consistently within the limitations of geospatial data in general and these data in particular. The related graphics are intended to aid the data user in acquiring relevant data; it is not appropriate to use the related graphics as data. The National Park Service gives no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these data. It is strongly recommended that these data be directly acquired from an NPS source and not indirectly through other sources, which may have changed the data in some way. Although these data have been processed successfully on a computer system at the National Park Service, no warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the utility of the data on another system or for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of the data and aggregate use with other data.&lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</useLimit>

			</Consts>

		</resConst>

		<dataChar>

			<CharSetCd value="004">

			</CharSetCd>

		</dataChar>

		<tpCat>

			<TopicCatCd value="003">

			</TopicCatCd>

		</tpCat>

	</dataIdInfo>

	<mdLang>

		<languageCode value="eng" Sync="TRUE">

		</languageCode>

		<countryCode value="USA" Sync="TRUE">

		</countryCode>

	</mdLang>

	<distInfo>

		<distFormat>

			<formatName Sync="TRUE">File Geodatabase Feature Class</formatName>

		</distFormat>

	</distInfo>

	<mdHrLv>

		<ScopeCd value="005" Sync="TRUE">

		</ScopeCd>

	</mdHrLv>

	<mdHrLvName Sync="TRUE">dataset</mdHrLvName>

	<refSysInfo>

		<RefSystem>

			<refSysID>

				<identCode code="4326" Sync="TRUE">

				</identCode>

				<idCodeSpace Sync="TRUE">EPSG</idCodeSpace>

				<idVersion Sync="TRUE">6.2(3.0.1)</idVersion>

			</refSysID>

		</RefSystem>

	</refSysInfo>

	<spatRepInfo>

		<VectSpatRep>

			<geometObjs Name="NNL_Data_Export_20260421">

				<geoObjTyp>

					<GeoObjTypCd value="002" Sync="TRUE">

					</GeoObjTypCd>

				</geoObjTyp>

				<geoObjCnt Sync="TRUE">0</geoObjCnt>

			</geometObjs>

			<topLvl>

				<TopoLevCd value="001" Sync="TRUE">

				</TopoLevCd>

			</topLvl>

		</VectSpatRep>

	</spatRepInfo>

	<spdoinfo>

		<ptvctinf>

			<esriterm Name="NNL_Data_Export_20260421">

				<efeatyp Sync="TRUE">Simple</efeatyp>

				<efeageom code="4" Sync="TRUE">

				</efeageom>

				<esritopo Sync="TRUE">FALSE</esritopo>

				<efeacnt Sync="TRUE">0</efeacnt>

				<spindex Sync="TRUE">TRUE</spindex>

				<linrefer Sync="TRUE">FALSE</linrefer>

			</esriterm>

		</ptvctinf>

	</spdoinfo>

	<eainfo>

		<detailed Name="NNL_Data_Export_20260421">

			<enttyp>

				<enttypl Sync="TRUE">NNL_Data_Export_20260421</enttypl>

				<enttypt Sync="TRUE">Feature Class</enttypt>

				<enttypc Sync="TRUE">0</enttypc>

			</enttyp>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">OBJECTID</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">OBJECTID</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">OID</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">4</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef Sync="TRUE">Internal feature number.</attrdef>

				<attrdefs Sync="TRUE">Esri</attrdefs>

				<attrdomv>

					<udom Sync="TRUE">Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.</udom>

				</attrdomv>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">State</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">State</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">12</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>State the NNL falls within.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">County</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">County</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>County the NNL falls within.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">NNL_Code</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">NNL_Code</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">10</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The unique identifier code assigned to each NNL by the NNL program. Comprised of a four letter NNL code, a dash, and a two letter abbreviation for the state the NNL falls within.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">NNL_ID</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">NNL_ID</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">10</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The unique identifier number assigned to each NNL by the NNL Program</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">NNL_Name</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">NNL_Name</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The official name of the NNL.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Date_Adopted</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Date_Adopted</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Date</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Date the NNL was adopted into the Program.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Acre_Calc</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Acre_Calc</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Double</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>This field lists the calculated acreage for each NNL. ArcGIS Pro 3.2.2 and previous iterations of Pro and ArcMap were used to calculate the acreage.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Edit_Date</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Edit_Date</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Date</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The date of the last modification to the NNL boundary.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Create_Date</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Create_Date</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Date</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The date when the geospatial data for the NNL boundary was created.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Unit_Type</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Unit_Type</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The National Park Service unit designation.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Map_Source</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Map_Source</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>The map or data source used to create the polygon dataset for each NNL.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Restrictions</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Restrictions</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">50</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Restrictions to the use and/or distribution of the dataset or individual NNL boundary data.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Notes</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Notes</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Special notes or remarks about each record</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Current_</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Current_</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">4</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Field listing whether or not the record is the most current NNL boundary. Yes = most current boundary. No = previous/old version of the boundary.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Review_Notes</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Review_Notes</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">NNL_Admin_Area</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">NNL_Admin_Area</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">4</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>NPS NNL Administrative Region the NNL falls within.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Edited_By</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Edited_By</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">50</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Staff member who updated the NNL boundary.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Originator</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Originator</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">255</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Team/Program that generated the geospatial NNL boundary.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">NPS_Region</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">NPS_Region</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">4</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>NPS Administrative Region the NNL falls within.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">MetadataID</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">MetadataID</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">38</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Geometry</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Geometry</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">38</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">SensitiveSite</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">SensitiveSite</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">10</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef>Field that indicates whether the NNL is classified as sensitive or non-sensitive. Yes = sensitive, No = non-sensitive.</attrdef>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">PublicRestriction</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">PublicRestriction</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">50</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Label</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Label</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">String</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">250</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Shape</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Shape</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Geometry</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">0</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef Sync="TRUE">Feature geometry.</attrdef>

				<attrdefs Sync="TRUE">Esri</attrdefs>

				<attrdomv>

					<udom Sync="TRUE">Coordinates defining the features.</udom>

				</attrdomv>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Shape_Length</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Shape_Length</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Double</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef Sync="TRUE">Length of feature in internal units.</attrdef>

				<attrdefs Sync="TRUE">Esri</attrdefs>

				<attrdomv>

					<udom Sync="TRUE">Positive real numbers that are automatically generated.</udom>

				</attrdomv>

			</attr>

			<attr>

				<attrlabl Sync="TRUE">Shape_Area</attrlabl>

				<attalias Sync="TRUE">Shape_Area</attalias>

				<attrtype Sync="TRUE">Double</attrtype>

				<attwidth Sync="TRUE">8</attwidth>

				<atprecis Sync="TRUE">0</atprecis>

				<attscale Sync="TRUE">0</attscale>

				<attrdef Sync="TRUE">Area of feature in internal units squared.</attrdef>

				<attrdefs Sync="TRUE">Esri</attrdefs>

				<attrdomv>

					<udom Sync="TRUE">Positive real numbers that are automatically generated.</udom>

				</attrdomv>

			</attr>

		</detailed>

	</eainfo>

	<mdDateSt Sync="TRUE">20260421</mdDateSt>

	<mdChar>

		<CharSetCd value="004">

		</CharSetCd>

	</mdChar>

	<mdContact>

		<rpIndName>Intermountain Region National Natural Landmarks Program</rpIndName>

		<rpOrgName>DOI National Park Service</rpOrgName>

		<rpPosName>Coordinator</rpPosName>

		<rpCntInfo>

			<cntAddress>

				<delPoint>12795 W. Alameda Parkway</delPoint>

				<city>Lakewood</city>

				<adminArea>CO</adminArea>

				<postCode>80228</postCode>

				<country>US</country>

			</cntAddress>

			<cntPhone>

				<voiceNum>303-969-2945</voiceNum>

				<faxNum>303-969-2717</faxNum>

			</cntPhone>

			<cntHours>8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. MST, Monday through Friday</cntHours>

			<cntInstr>Please contact via phone, check the NNL website for the most up to dat contact information.</cntInstr>

			<cntOnlineRes>

				<linkage>https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nnlandmarks/index.htm</linkage>

				<orFunct>

					<OnFunctCd value="002">

					</OnFunctCd>

				</orFunct>

			</cntOnlineRes>

		</rpCntInfo>

		<displayName>Intermountain Region National Natural Landmarks Program</displayName>

		<role>

			<RoleCd value="001">

			</RoleCd>

		</role>

	</mdContact>

	<mdContact>

		<editorSource>external</editorSource>

		<editorDigest>9b02477b16ddf86af34440c92ce699c697681dfd</editorDigest>

		<rpIndName>Summers Cleary</rpIndName>

		<rpOrgName>DOI National Park Service, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate</rpOrgName>

		<rpPosName>GIS Specialist</rpPosName>

		<rpCntInfo>

			<cntAddress>

				<eMailAdd>summers_cleary@contractor.nps.gov</eMailAdd>

			</cntAddress>

		</rpCntInfo>

		<editorSave>True</editorSave>

		<displayName>Summers Cleary</displayName>

		<role>

			<RoleCd value="007">

			</RoleCd>

		</role>

	</mdContact>

	<mdMaint>

		<maintFreq>

			<MaintFreqCd value="009">

			</MaintFreqCd>

		</maintFreq>

	</mdMaint>

	<mdConst>

		<Consts>

			<useLimit>&lt;DIV STYLE="text-align:Left;"&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;These data are to be used only for the stated purpose of the user receiving them directly from the NPS and they are not to be distributed further. These data are NOT for Public Distribution. &lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</useLimit>

			<useLimit>&lt;DIV STYLE="text-align:Left;"&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;No redistribution of data without authorization from the National Natural Landmarks Program. This dataset contains SENSITIVE data that is NOT for public distribution. The National Park Service shall not be held liable for improper or incorrect use of the data described and/or contained herein. These data and related graphics, (if available), are not legal documents and are not intended to be used as such. The information contained in these data is dynamic and may change over time. The data are not better than the original sources from which they were derived. It is the responsibility of the data user to use the data appropriately and consistent within the limitations of geospatial data in general and these data in particular. The related graphics are intended to aid the data user in acquiring relevant data; it is not appropriate to use the related graphics as data. The National Park Service gives no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these data. It is strongly recommended that these data be directly acquired from an NPS source and not indirectly through other sources, which may have changed the data in some way. Although these data have been processed successfully on a computer system at the National Park Service, no warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the utility of the data on another system or for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of the data and aggregate use with other data.&lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</useLimit>

		</Consts>

	</mdConst>

	<dqInfo>

		<dqScope>

			<scpLvl>

				<ScopeCd value="005">

				</ScopeCd>

			</scpLvl>

		</dqScope>

	</dqInfo>

	<Binary>

		<Thumbnail>

			<Data EsriPropertyType="PictureX">/9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAQEBLAEsAAD/2wBDAAMCAgMCAgMDAwMEAwMEBQgFBQQEBQoHBwYIDAoMDAsK

CwsNDhIQDQ4RDgsLEBYQERMUFRUVDA8XGBYUGBIUFRT/wAALCAHCAYoBAREA/8QAHwAAAQUBAQEB

AQEAAAAAAAAAAAECAwQFBgcICQoL/8QAtRAAAgEDAwIEAwUFBAQAAAF9AQIDAAQRBRIhMUEGE1Fh

ByJxFDKBkaEII0KxwRVS0fAkM2JyggkKFhcYGRolJicoKSo0NTY3ODk6Q0RFRkdISUpTVFVWV1hZ

WmNkZWZnaGlqc3R1dnd4eXqDhIWGh4iJipKTlJWWl5iZmqKjpKWmp6ipqrKztLW2t7i5usLDxMXG

x8jJytLT1NXW19jZ2uHi4+Tl5ufo6erx8vP09fb3+Pn6/9oACAEBAAA/APz/AKZT6b/Okop9Mooo

ooooop9Moooop9Mop9Mp9FFFMop9Moop9FMoooop9Mp9Mop9NbrTqZRRRXvX7Ov7LMP7SEn9n6N8

RPDujeIxuP8AYerrNHcSKP4oiFKyDHOFO4c5AFe/f8Of/iH/ANDt4Y/75uP/AI3R/wAOf/iH/wBD

t4Y/75uP/jdH/Dn/AOIf/Q7eGP8Avm4/+N0f8Of/AIh/9Dt4Y/75uP8A43R/w5/+If8A0O3hj/vm

4/8AjdH/AA5/+If/AEO3hj/vm4/+N0f8Of8A4h/9Dt4Y/wC+bj/43R/w5/8AiH/0O3hj/vm4/wDj

dH/Dn/4h/wDQ7eGP++bj/wCN0f8ADn/4h/8AQ7eGP++bj/43R/w5/wDiH/0O3hj/AL5uP/jdH/Dn

/wCIf/Q7eGP++bj/AON0f8Of/iH/ANDt4Y/75uP/AI3R/wAOf/iH/wBDt4Y/75uP/jdH/Dn/AOIf

/Q7eGP8Avm4/+N0f8Of/AIh/9Dt4Y/75uP8A43R/w5/+If8A0O3hj/vm4/8AjdH/AA5/+If/AEO3

hj/vm4/+N0f8Of8A4h/9Dt4Y/wC+bj/43R/w5/8AiJ/0O/hj/vm4/wDjdH/Dn/4h/wDQ7eGP++bj

/wCN0f8ADn/4h/8AQ7eGP++bj/43R/w5/wDiH/0O3hj/AL5uP/jdH/Dn/wCIf/Q7eGP++bj/AON0

f8Of/iH/ANDt4Y/75uP/AI3XyP8AGj4X2Pwh8ZXPhqDxdpfi2+snaG9m0dJfIt5VIBj3uoDsDkHb

kAjGc5A4KmU+mUU+mUU+mU+mUUU+mU7mm0UUUUV7N+yL8H9c+NXx58MaNosk9mlpcpqN7qMGQbO3

icM0gIIwxOFX/aYV++FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFfzh+M3aXxhrruxZmv5yWY5JPmNyaxaKKK

KfTKKKfTKKKKKKdtptPplPplFfrN/wAEj/DOg2vwU8Sa7arDJ4hvNZa1vpdwMiQxxRmGPHZcvI3u

WPpx94UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU1mCqSTgDkmv5wfFkiTeKNZkjZXRr2ZlZTkEF2wQayafTKK

fRRRTKKKKKKKfTcmkooooor0f4I/H7xr+z74qTXfB2rPZuxUXVjIS9reID9yWPOG74PDDJwRX7Pf

ss/tUeGv2ofBI1LS2XTvENmqpquhySbpLVz/ABKf44mwdr49jggivcaKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK

K+XP+Ckmvah4e/ZN8Szabqc+lzT3Npau1uxVpo3mUPFkcgFc5x1AI6E1+J9Mop9FMop9MpeaSiii

iin0yn0Uyn0UUyvQPgV8afEHwD+JOk+L/D87LPavtuLVmIiu7c/6yGQd1YfkQGHIFfv34N8U2fjn

wfoXiTTt39n6xYwahbeYMN5UsayJkeuGFbdFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFfn9/wV4+IUWmfDHwd4Li

nUXeram2ozRqfm8iCMqM+gLzKR6mM46Gvyqoop9Moooooooooooop3NNoop9Mop9bXgfwfqHxA8Z

aJ4Z0mIy6lq15FZW6gE/PI4UE+wzknsAa/og8IeGbTwX4T0Xw/YDFjpNlBYW4wBiOKNUXgeyitmi

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiqOrW73Wl3kEdy1lLLC6LcoRmIlSA4z3HX8K/nD1TVr7XL6W+1K8uNQvZj

ukubqVpZHPqzMSSap0UU+mUUUU+imU+mUUUUUvFJRRRT6KK+t/8Aglzo+m6p+1ZYy30Syz2Ok3lz

ZbhnbPhU3fUI8n/66/ZyiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuN+MGvf8Ir8JfG2sl9n9naHfXe/BO3y7d3z

gD2r+duiiin0yiiin0Uyiin0yn01utOplFFPoplFfRn/AAT18QN4d/a+8ASbsRXc1xZSDH3hLbSq

o6f3ip/D0r9yqKKKKKKKo3GqWlreWtnPdwQ3d3u+z28kqrJNtGW2KTlsDk46Cr1FFFFFFFFFFFFf

IX/BTL4x678LPgD/AGbolmxHiqaTR7vUsHbbQNExdB/tyLuUewfvivxpplPpvSkp9FMop9FMoooo

oop3Pp+lNoop9Mp9Fem/su6kdJ/aS+FtyHWPHifTUd5PuhGuY1Yk9vlY81/QNRRRRRRRXwL+0R8a

NM8Rf8FB/gd4T0278yTwteyRXs0JyFuLxVUw5HUhEj3DtvIPQ199UUUUUUUUUUUUV8U/8FXvF2na

L+zjZaJcYfUNa1iEWsfdViDPJJ16AbV/7aCvx/ooooooooooooooooopfwpKKKKKfTKu6Nq11oGs

WOp2T+VeWU8dzA+M7ZEYMp/MCv3n/Zz/AGnvB37SXhOHUPD2oR/2zBbxvqeiyZWeykbggg/eTcDh

1yCMdDxXsVFFFFFFfz8aB471P4VftH23i3WPM1bVdD8TG91DfxJcyR3JM3U8M2H78E1+8Hw58dab

8UPAeg+LdHaQ6ZrNnHewLIuHVXUHaw7MpyDjuDXT0UUUUUUUUUVDNMkMbySOscaAszMcBQOpJ9K/

Dr9un9o7/hov413d3p0xfwnoitp+jr2kQHMk/wBZGGR/sqg6ivnSn0yin0yin0yiiiin0Un402ii

iiin0yiiivWv2Wvjtc/s6/GrQ/GKJNPp0Za11O0hIDT2knEijPBIIVwOMtGvIr9I4f8AgrN8HZNf

SybTPFUOnthTqT2MPlqc9SgmL7cdwCf9nvX174R8XaP498N6f4g8P6jBq2i6hEJra8t2yki5x9QQ

QQQeQQQQCK3KKKKzPEFvf3mg6jb6XdrYapLbSJaXUkYkWGYoQjlTwwVsHB64r8Ffjx8GfHHwn+Kk

lh8T0TTtT1i5a/m1OEpPFOkkp8y4RY8ZG7cduFPGMCv27+AfgXRvht8G/CPh3w9fzatolnYI1pf3

C4e4STMnmEYGN28nHYECvQqKKKKKKKKKK+Mv+CnXx8uPhT8GIPCmkT+RrXjFpLR5FYhorJAPPIx3

fekfPUO/pX47UUUUUUUUUUU+mUU+mUUU+m5NJT6ZRT6ZT6ZT6K/Sf/gkb8aiW8T/AAt1G5yMf2zp

KO3TkJcRr+cTgD/pofWv0sooor5c/bC/bW8N/s/+DNYsdA1rTNU+I/ywWukK/nG1Zj80s6r90KuS

FYgk7RjBJr8cviJ8R/EvxY8WXniXxZq9xrWs3R/eXNwRwo6IqjARR2VQAOwr9ov2Zv2ovA/jL9nH

w74m1bVtK8HQ6fANLvLbUNQijW3kgAQAFtuQyhHAx0cDnFe4eDPGmh/ELw1Z+IPDmq2utaNeBjBf

WcgeOTaxVsH1DKQR2IIreooooooooor82v8AgsX4blksfhjr6ZMEUl9YyegZhC6fmEk/IV+Z1FFF

PplFPplPplPplFPplFPplFFFFFFFFFFFeg/AP4qXXwT+MXhTxpas2NLvUe4jXOZbdvkmT/gUbOPq

RX9BlndQ6hawXNvIs1vMiyRyL0ZWGQR7EGrNFFfJnxY/4Jp/CL4o6lqerwR6t4a1zULuS9uL3T7x

pFkldizkxy71wWJOF29fTivzM/a4/ZjvP2WfiVF4cl1Vdb02+tRfWF95Yjdoi7IUdMnDKV5I4OQR

jkDB/Zl+Hvhn4pfGzw34d8Y65B4e8NXEryXt5PcLBlEjZxGrt8qs5ULk9NxxzgH9tPB/jz4SeAfD

Wn+HvD/ivwlpOi6fEIbWzt9Xtwkajnu+SSSSSckkkkkmvSoZkmjSSN1kjcBlZTkMD0IPpU1FFFFF

FFFfIv8AwVC8FjxR+yrqV+sRlm0DUrTUl2g7lBc27Hjtick/TPavxjooop9Mooop9Mop9Mop9Moo

op9Mooop9NXrSU+ivTv2afgrc/tAfGjw54Khla2tbyUyXtymMw20YLysM/xbRgf7TCv3603T4NK0

+1sbVPLt7WJYYkznaigBR+QFW6K5rx98QPD3wt8K33iXxVqsOjaJZKGnvLjJC5IAACgszEkAKoJJ

PAr4x+J3/BW7wDoMcsHgjw5qviu8AwtxeYsbX6jO6Q/Qov1r85/2gPj94o/aO8fS+K/FLwpOIltr

aztAywWsKkkIgYk9SSSTkkn6DmPh38P9c+KnjbSPCfhuz+3a3qk3kW8O4KM4LFmJ4CqoZiewU1+h

vw0/4JA20Udtc+PvHMk0mVabTfD9vtQd2UXEvJz0z5Y9fp+iuh6PaeH9HsNLsYvIsrGCO2t4txOy

NFCquTycADrWhRRRRRRRRXhH7ctylr+yX8THkUsraX5YCjPLSIoP5kV+EFFFFFPplFPplPplFFOa

m0U72ptFFFFPplFPpv8AKkp9e0/safF23+CX7RnhDxJqEoh0dp2sNQkYgKkE6mNnJJ4CFlc/7lfv

OrLIoZSGVhkMDkEU+ivLv2ivgXpn7Rnwt1LwTquoXWlQ3Ukc8V7aqGaKWNtykqeGXsRkZB4IPNfh

58dfgj4i/Z9+I2o+D/EkS/abc+ZBdRA+VdwN9yWMnscHjqCCDyK89r9mf2Tf+Cffhr9njxFp3ja4

8QXXiXxSti0SsqJHZwtKoDtEBlj8pZQxbkMTgZ4+vaKKKKKKKKKK+YP+Ck2oNY/sd+N0QHNxLYQ7

lbG0fbYGP1yFxj3r8SKKfTKKKKKfTKfRRRTKKKKKKKKfTKKKKfTKfRX7C/8ABND9pST4wfCyTwZr

k5l8TeEo44UldstdWJ+WJye7Jjyz7BCeWNfZ1FcZ8XPiRbfCD4ca94zvtO1DVrTR4PtEtnpcQknd

dwXIBIGBu3MxOFVWPavx9/bU/bE0v9qybw8LHwV/wjzaK023Uri7E1zPHIF/dkKihVBXOMtyTjGT

n5er6z8M/wDBTr43+G9OtbL7foupwW0Swx/btMXdtVQoyUZSTx196/TH9jj456r+0R8DNM8Y67b2

FprEt1c21zDpsbpApjkIXaHd2HyFScseSa9yooooooooorgfjh8JtM+OXwr8Q+CdWYxW2qW+xLhV

BaCZSHilA9VdVOO4BHevwM+JHw/1n4V+Ota8JeIbb7LrGk3DW88fUHoVdT3VlKsD3DA1zVFFFPpl

PplFFPplPplFFFFO/GloplFFFPoplFFfVP8AwTO8WP4Z/a48N2ocpDrVpeabNjPI8lplB/4HClft

bRTWUMpBGQeCK+G/2xv+Cc/h/wCJWlX3in4aadb6B4yhDTS6XbARWmp85YBfuxynnDDCk8MOdw/J

jUdPutJ1C5sb23ltL21laGe3mQo8UinaysDyCCCCD0xVavo79jH9rrW/2ZvHEVvLJJf+B9VuEGq6

Zy2zOF+0QjtIoxwPvgBT/CV/ciiiiiiiiiiivw1/4KD+L4/GP7W3juaDaYNPmh0xcdS0EKJJn38w

P+GK+c6fTKKfTKKKKKfTKd96m0v6UlPplPplPplFL+FJRRRRT6+p/wDgmj4FvvF37V3h3UbeNvsX
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opp7UN1pf8KbX//Z</Data>

		</Thumbnail>

	</Binary>

</metadata>

ž <ESRI_ItemInformation culture=''>

<name>NNL_Data_Export_20260421</name>

<catalogPath>\NNL_Data_Export_20260421</catalogPath>

<snippet>This is a polygon dataset showing a selection of the current boundaries for the National Natural Landmarks Program as of 4/21/2026.</snippet>

<description>&lt;DIV STYLE=&quot;text-align:Left;&quot;&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;This is a polygon dataset showing 3 of the current boundaries for the National Natural Landmarks Program, as of 4/21/2026. Most of the data has been created from digitized topo maps at varying appropriate scales with USGS topo maps. All boundaries were visually verified for correctness by GIS staff and the NNL Coordinators.&lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</description>

<summary>This is a polygon dataset showing a selection of the current boundaries for the National Natural Landmarks Program as of 4/21/2026.</summary>

<title>Current National Natural Landmarks Boundaries</title>

<tags>National Natural Landmarks Program, NNL, National Natural Landmarks, National Park Service, NPS United States, US, USA, North America</tags>

<type>File Geodatabase Feature Class</type>

<typeKeywords>

<typekeyword>Data</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>Vector Data</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>Feature Class</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>Polygon</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>File Geodatabase</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>File Geodatabase Feature Class</typekeyword>

<typekeyword>FGDB</typekeyword>

</typeKeywords>

<typeFilters>

<typeFilter>Data</typeFilter>

<typeFilter>Vector Data</typeFilter>

<typeFilter>File Geodatabase Feature Class</typeFilter>

</typeFilters>

<url></url>

<datalastModifiedTime></datalastModifiedTime>

<dataCreationTime></dataCreationTime>

<minScale>150000000</minScale>

<maxScale>5000</maxScale>

<spatialReference></spatialReference>

<accessInformation>National Park Service, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate. Fort Collins, CO.</accessInformation>

<licenseInfo>&lt;DIV STYLE=&quot;text-align:Left;&quot;&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;DIV&gt;&lt;P&gt;&lt;SPAN&gt;These data are to be used only for the state purpose of the user receiving them directly from the NPS and they are not to be distributed further. These data are NOT for Public Distribution. No redistribution of data without authorization from the National Natural Landmarks Program. This dataset contains SENSITIVE data that is not for public distribution. The National Park Service shall not be held liable for improper or incorrect use of the data described and/or contained herein. These data and related graphics, (if available), are not legal documents and are not intended to be used as such. The information gained in these data is dynamic and may change over time. The data are not better than the original sources from which they were derived. It is the responsibility of the data user to use the data appropriately and consistently within the limitations of geospatial data in general and these data in particular. The related graphics are intended to aid the data user in acquiring relevant data; it is not appropriate to use the related graphics as data. The National Park Service gives no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these data. It is strongly recommended that these data be directly acquired from an NPS source and not indirectly through other sources, which may have changed the data in some way. Although these data have been processed successfully on a computer system at the National Park Service, no warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the utility of the data on another system or for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of the data and aggregate use with other data.&lt;/SPAN&gt;&lt;/P&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;&lt;/DIV&gt;</licenseInfo>

<typeID>fgdb_fc_polygon</typeID>

<isContainer>false</isContainer>

<browseDialogOnly>false</browseDialogOnly>

<propNames></propNames>

<propValues></propValues>

</ESRI_ItemInformation>
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National Park Service
U.S. Department of Interior

National Natural Landmarks Program

Name: Cottonwood Slough-Dry Run

Location: Roberts County, South Dakota

Description:

This 5,982-acre site consists of a long, narrow 11-mile strip of wetlands containing potholes, streams, 
shallow open water, lakes, and marsh areas with dense emergent vegetation. The wetland is actually a 
glaciated finger outlet of the Pleistocene Lake Agassiz, and the bluffs that parallel the site on the east and 
west (and correspond with the landmark's boundary) mark the old lakeshore of this glacial lake. The 
landmark site includes the flood plain and tall grass prairie as a buffer zone for the wetland. The bluffs harbor 
stands of hardwood forest which, this far west, occur only along bodies of water. Elm, cottonwood, box elder 
and green ash predominate on these bluffs. The bluffs also offer vantage points for observing the large 
concentrations of waterfowl that use the area. The site serves as the headwaters of both the Minnesota River 
to the south and the Red River to the north. The site extends for 11 miles south of Victor, South Dakota.

Significance:

Cottonwood Slough-Dry Run is a glaciated finger outlet of Lake Agassiz, the world's largest Pleistocene 
glacial lake.  The site contains an undisturbed wetland complex and tall grass prairie and serves as a distinct 
transition zone between the tall grass prairie and eastern deciduous forest biomes. The site is among the top 
natural areas in this part of the country for the concentrations and production of waterfowl and is one of the 
best natural riverine wetland complexes remaining in the state.

Ownership: Indian Trust, Private, State

Designation: May, 1975; Reduced, May, 2006

Evaluation: J. W. Vassar, Robert Aukerman, Colorado State University, College of Forestry and Natural 
Resources, 1974

NNL Brief March 2026
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National Park Service 

U.S. Department of Interior 

National Natural Landmarks Program 

NNL Brief April 2026 

Name: Ancient River Warren Channel 

Location: Big Stone County, Minnesota; Traverse County, Minnesota; Grant County, South Dakota; 

Roberts County, South Dakota 

Description: 

This site contains a channel cut by the ancient River Warren during the Ice Age when the river drained Lake 

Agassiz, presumed to be the largest temporary lake in North America. When the continental ice sheet 

blocked northward flow of the Red River of the north, waters from the melting ice accumulated along the ice 

sheet edge, forming glacial Lake Agassiz. Water spilled over into the Minnesota River, cutting the great 

channel 50 to 90 feet below the present level of the Minnesota River as it flowed to the Mississippi River at 

Fort Snelling, Minnesota. Finally the ice sheet receded so the Red River could again flow northward. River 

Warren waters dwindled and deposition of sediments left the channel much as it appears today. The river is 

named for General G. H. Warren who described the origin of the channel. The steep-walled river channel is 

from one to two miles wide and 100 to 130 feet deep in the vicinity of Lake Traverse and Big Stone Lake on 

the South Dakota-Minnesota boundary. That portion of the channel, which includes the two lakes and the 

Hudson Bay-Gulf of Mexico divide between them, is about 50 miles long and one to two miles wide. 

Brown's Valley, Minnesota lies in the divide area only about three feet above the level of Lake Traverse 

which is about nine feet higher than Big Stone Lake.  

Significance: 

A channel cut by the Ancient River Warren during the Ice Age, Ancient River Warren Channel contains the 

Hudson Bay-Gulf of Mexico divide.  A lake on each side of the channel provides evidence of the 

irregularities in Ice Age sedimentation. 

Ownership: Private, State 

Designation: 1966 

Evaluation: 
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National Park Service
U.S. Department of Interior

National Natural Landmarks Program

Name: Sica Hollow

Location: Marshall County, South Dakota; Roberts County, South Dakota

Description:

This 810-acre natural area is located along the crest and eastern slope of the most prominent portion of the 
Coteau des Prairie, which is about 700 feet at this point. The Coteau is characterized by a thick accumulation 
of drift over an eroded bedrock surface. The upland and fringes of the ravines are prairie while the slopes and 
ravines are covered with burr oak deciduous forest with a scattering of basswood, elm, hard maple, 
ironwood, aspen, and ash. The forest floor has typical herbaceous plants of an eastern forest such as 
bloodroot, wild ginger and trillium. Another feature is the perennial springs arising from the escarpment 
which form a clear cold stream. Along the edges of the springs, liverworts and ferns grow, enhancing the 
eastern aspect. Aquatic stream life is abundant. The Coteau overlooks the Red River and the old glacial story 
of the River Warren. Pothole lakes can be found on the upland of the Coteau. The site is located 10 miles 
northwest of Sisseton, South Dakota.

Significance:

Sica Hollow displays many facets of natural history, including the glacial story of the River Warren, pothole 
lakes on the upland of Coteau, grasslands and prairie, and ravines where eastern deciduous forests grow.  The 
site includes the eastern face of the escarpment of the Coteau des Prairies.

Ownership: State

Designation: November, 1967

Evaluation:

NNL Brief April 2026
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power Company South Dakota Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) 

Request for input and notification 
of the Facility. 

02/10/2026 Letter South Dakota NRCS HDR Response to request for input and 
notification of the Facility. 
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January 15, 2026 

Tony Sunseri 
State Conservationist 
South Dakota Natural Resources Conservation Service 
200 Fourth Street SW, Room 203 
Huron, SD 57350 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Sunseri, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards selecting a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  

We are also requesting your agency’s input regarding potential impacts to agricultural lands and soil 
resources within the South Dakota portion of the Project area. Specifically, we seek guidance on 
compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) and any requirements for completing Form 
AD-1006 or similar documentation to determine whether the Project will affect prime or unique farmland. 
We also request confirmation of any additional steps needed to ensure FPPA compliance for transmission 
line projects. 
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January 15, 2026 

In addition, we request your recommendations regarding best management practices for soil erosion 
control, compaction prevention, and restoration of agricultural lands following construction. If there are 
NRCS technical standards or specifications that should be incorporated into the Project’s erosion and 
sediment control plan or revegetation strategy, such as those outlined in the NRCS Conservation Practice 
Standards for Erosion Control and Vegetative Establishment, please provide those details. We intend to 
use NRCS-approved seed mixes and stabilization methods where appropriate and would appreciate your 
input on suitable species and practices for disturbed areas. 

Lastly, we also request any available data or mapping related to prime farmland, highly erodible soils, or 
conservation program lands within the study area to assist in route refinement and permit preparation. 
Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with applicable federal and state requirements and 
minimizes impacts on agricultural resources. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
101 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: Preliminary Project Map 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

South Dakota State Office 

200 Fourth Street SW, Room 203 

Huron, SD  57350 

February 10, 2026 

Ms. Jill Rust, CEP 

HDR 

101 South Phillips Avenue, Suite 401 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota  57104 

RE:  Environmental Review for: 

Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison_ 345 kV Transmission Line project 

Dear Ms. Rust: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) review on this project.  
The project as outlined will likely have no impact on prime or important farmland.  However, since it is 
unclear at this time the amount of ground disturbance that will occur at a given site, please work directly 
with local District Conservationists, Lindsey Otto-Hanson (Roberts County) or Dale Thiel (Grant County) 
to assist you in developing seeding plans that meet the needs of the sites.  They have been carbon copied 
on this letter for awareness. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (605) 352-1206. 

Sincerely, 

RYAN KRUSE 
Acting State Resource Conservationist 

cc: 
Nathan Jones, State Soil Scientist, NRCS, Huron SO 
Lindsey Otto-Hanson, District Conservationist, Sisseton FO 
Dale Thiel, District Conservationist, Milbank, FO 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

United States Army 
Corp of Engineers 
(USACE) 

Request for input and notification of facility 

02/19/2026 Email HDR USACE Follow-up on request for input letter and 
requesting virtual meeting 

02/19/2026 Email USACE HDR Response to follow up and request to email 
initial letter 

02/19/2026 Email HDR USACE Response to request for letter and letter 
attachment  

05/27/2026 Email HDR USACE Request for coordination meeting 

05/28/2026 Email USACE HDR Response to request for coordination 

06/04/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, and 
USACE 

Facility Introduction 

06/15/2026 Email HDR USACE Request for USACE project number and 
confirmation on if project will be split based on 
states 

06/25/2026 Email USACE HDR USACE sent project number and confirmed 
there will be one project for both states 

07/16/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

USACE Aquatic resources delineation report 

07/16/2026 Email USACE Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Response to aquatic resources delineation 
report 
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Nathan Morey, South Dakota Regulatory Chief  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – South Dakota Regulatory Office 
28563 Powerhouse Road  
Pierre, SD 57501  

Re: Request for Input – South Dakota Portion of Big Stone South to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line 
Project  

Dear Mr. Morey 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction 
is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034.  

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards selecting a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  

Additionally, we are requesting your agency’s input regarding permitting requirements and environmental 
considerations under your jurisdiction for the South Dakota portion of the Project. Specifically, we seek 
guidance on whether the Project will require authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for 
any discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, and whether any Nationwide 
Permits or Individual Permits may apply.  

We also request your recommendations regarding best practices for minimizing impacts to aquatic 
resources during construction, including measures for wetland protection, stream bank stabilization, and 
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erosion control. If there are specific requirements for dewatering activities, temporary access roads, or 
staging areas near jurisdictional waters, please provide those details so they can be incorporated into the 
Project’s design and construction plans.  

Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with federal permitting requirements and avoids or 
minimizes impacts to waters of the United States. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to:  

Jill Rust, CEP  
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.  
101 S Phillips Ave  
Sioux Falls, SD 57104  
Phone: 605-782-8124  
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com  

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project.  

Sincerely,  

 
Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosures:  
Preliminary Project Map  
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From: Rust, Jill
To: SDRegulatoryMailbox@usace.army.mil
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Vinson, George H.; Parker,

Amber; Brazeal, Alex; Hanley, Jennifer
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 11:16:27 AM

Good morning – I am following up on some correspondence that was sent to your office
regarding the Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison project. We sent a letter via USPS last
month, but I wanted to follow up to set up a virtual meeting to discuss the project and
particularly, any recommendations that you may have for potential desktop and field wetland
surveys.  Has the project been assigned to anyone at this time and if not, would any of the
regulatory staff have time in the next couple of weeks to meet and discuss the project?  Please
let me know if you would like further information.

Thank you,

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: SD Regulatory Mailbox
To: Rust, Jill
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 1:13:17 PM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I don’t show that we received the letter, got to love the postal service in SD. Can you email it to
us?

Thank you and have a great day!

South Dakota Regulatory Office
US Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District
28563 Powerhouse Road
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-8531
https://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program/South-Dakota/

------------------------------------------------------------
We are accepting permit applications and requests for jurisdictional
determinations through a website tool, the Regulatory Request
System: https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs

The Omaha District is committed to providing the highest level of support to the
public.  To help us ensure we continue to do so, please complete the Customer
Satisfaction Survey located at our website at
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/

Final Permit Actions: https://permits.ops.usace.army.mil/
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From: Rust, Jill
To: SD Regulatory Mailbox
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 1:30:00 PM
Attachments: OTP_BSSHB_AgencyLetter_USACE_SD.pdf

Absolutely, I have attached. If you need anything else, please let me know!

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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January 15, 2026 


 
  


Nathan Morey, South Dakota Regulatory Chief  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – South Dakota Regulatory Office  
28563 Powerhouse Road  
Pierre, SD 57501  


Re: Request for Input – South Dakota Portion of Big Stone South to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line 
Project  


Dear Mr. Morey  


Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 


The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction 
is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034.  


The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 


We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards selecting a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  


Additionally, we are requesting your agency’s input regarding permitting requirements and environmental 
considerations under your jurisdiction for the South Dakota portion of the Project. Specifically, we seek 
guidance on whether the Project will require authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for 
any discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, and whether any Nationwide 
Permits or Individual Permits may apply.  


We also request your recommendations regarding best practices for minimizing impacts to aquatic 
resources during construction, including measures for wetland protection, stream bank stabilization, and 
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erosion control. If there are specific requirements for dewatering activities, temporary access roads, or 
staging areas near jurisdictional waters, please provide those details so they can be incorporated into the 
Project’s design and construction plans.  


Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with federal permitting requirements and avoids or 
minimizes impacts to waters of the United States. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026.  


Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to:  


Jill Rust, CEP  
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.  
101 S Phillips Ave  
Sioux Falls, SD 57104  
Phone: 605-782-8124  
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com  


Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project.  


Sincerely,  


 
Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company  


Enclosures:  
Preliminary Project Map  
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From: Brazeal, Alex <Alex.Brazeal@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 2:05 PM
To: Soiseth, Benjamin N CIV USARMY CENWO (USA) <Benjamin.N.Soiseth@usace.army.mil>;
CENWO-OD-RND <cenwo-od-rnd@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Swiontek, Katie Jo. <knelson@otpco.com>;
Rust, Jill <jill.rust@hdrinc.com>; Mayer, Michael <Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Request for Coordination Meeting - Big Stone South to Hankinson to
Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project

Hello,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop,
construct, and operate a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending
from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through
the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, terminating at the Bison
Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota (Project). The Project is part of the Joint
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System
Operator (MISO) and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission
network upgrades along the MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator
interconnections. The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV
transmission line located in South Dakota and North Dakota. The North Dakota portion
would be approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and
Cass County.

Previously we have sent correspondence via mail and email but as our routing efforts
have become more refined, we would like the opportunity to meet with your office to
introduce the project in greater detail and share our plans for aquatic resource
evaluation along the proposed route.

Is there a day and time that matches the below schedule where you and your team
would have availability to meet and discuss the project?

5/28
5/29

6/1
6/2
6/3

10:00-12:00
9:00-10:00  or after 3:00 

10:30-3:30   
  10:00-11:00 & 1:00-3:30
  11:00-12:00 & 2:00-3:30

6/4 10:00-11:00   

6/5  after 11:00

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

mailto:Alex.Brazeal@hdrinc.com
mailto:Alex.Brazeal@hdrinc.com
mailto:Benjamin.N.Soiseth@usace.army.mil
mailto:Benjamin.N.Soiseth@usace.army.mil
mailto:cenwo-od-rnd@usace.army.mil
mailto:cenwo-od-rnd@usace.army.mil
mailto:kscheidecker@otpco.com
mailto:kscheidecker@otpco.com
mailto:knelson@otpco.com
mailto:knelson@otpco.com
mailto:jill.rust@hdrinc.com
mailto:jill.rust@hdrinc.com
mailto:Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com
mailto:Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com


We look forward to meeting with you.

Sincerely,

Alex T. Brazeal
Environmental Project Manager
HDR
3231 Greensboro Drive, Suite 200
Bismarck, ND 58503
C 701.934.7830
D 701.557.9731

alex.brazeal@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Renschler, Jason J CIV USARMY CENWO (USA)
To: Brazeal, Alex
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Rust, Jill; Mayer, Michael
Subject: RE: Request for Coordination Meeting - Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2026 11:19:40 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Morning Alex – June 4, 10:00-11:00 would work best for me.  I’ll be the Corps Regulatory
POC for the project, both North Dakota and South Dakota segments.  Once i have more
details, likely after this meeting, I’ll assign a file number to the project for future
reference.  I have that date/time blocked out to meet, will keep on look-out for a meeting
invite.  If any questions come up between now and then, please let me know.  Thanks,
Jason.

Jason Renschler – Sr. PM
Corps – N.D. Regulatory Office
Bismarck, ND
701-255-0015
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From: Brazeal, Alex <alex.brazeal@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2026 9:21 AM
To: Renschler, Jason J CIV USARMY CENWO (USA) <Jason.J.Renschler@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Swiontek, Katie Jo. <knelson@otpco.com>;
Mayer, Michael <Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Request for Coordination Meeting - Big Stone South to Hankinson to
Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project

Jason,

Good morning! I want to take a moment and check-in to ask if you have had success
getting a USACE project number; and if you have an answer on whether we will have two
(one for each Dakota), or just one project number to reference as the project continues
to develop.

Thank you,

Alex T. Brazeal
C 701.934.7830

hdrinc.com/follow-us

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

blockedhttp://hdrinc.com/follow-us
blockedhttp://hdrinc.com/follow-us


From: Renschler, Jason J CIV USARMY CENWO (USA)
To: Brazeal, Alex
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Mayer, Michael; Hanley, Jennifer
Subject: RE: Request for Coordination Meeting - Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2026 10:25:00 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Morning Alex – yes, it was determined that the overall project, both the N.D. and S.D.
segments, will processed under one Corps Regulatory file number.  The Corps
Regulatory file number assigned to this project is:  NWO-2026-163-BIS.  This file number
was included in a previous solicitation of view/scoping response letter this officed
generated in March 2026.  Thanks, Jason. 
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From
: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@

otpco.com
> 

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 6:41 AM
To: Renschler, Jason J CIV U

SARM
Y CEN

W
O

 (U
SA) <Jason.J.Renschler@

usace.arm
y.m

il>
Cc: O

lson, N
icholas A. <nolson@

otpco.com
>; H

anley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@
hdrinc.com

>;
Brazeal, Alex <alex.brazeal@

hdrinc.com
>; N

elson, Katie Jo <knelson@
otpco.com

>; M
ayer, M

ichael
<m

ichael.m
ayer@

hdrinc.com
>; Steingaard, Craig L. <csteingaard@

otpco.com
>

Subject: [N
on-DoD Source] N

W
O

-2026-163-BIS

Re:  Aquatic Resources D
esktop Survey Report

    Big Stone South-H
ankinson-Bison Transm

ission Project

Jason,

Please find attached our Aquatic Resource D
esktop D

elineation Report for the Big Stone
South to H

ankinson to Bison Transm
ission Project.   This report contains inform

ation for
the South D

akota portion of the project only and is being used to develop our Facility
Perm

it Application to the SD
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From:Renschler, Jason J CIV USARMY CENWO (USA)
To:Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Cc:Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Brazeal, Alex; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Mayer, Michael; Steingaard, Craig L.
Subject:RE: NWO-2026-163-BIS
Date:Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:43:20 AM
Attachments:image001.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks Kevin – I’ll add it to the administrative file for the project.  Jason.

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 6:41 AM
To: Renschler, Jason J CIV USARMY CENWO (USA) <Jason.J.Renschler@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Olson, Nicholas A. <nolson@otpco.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>;
Brazeal, Alex <alex.brazeal@hdrinc.com>; Nelson, Katie Jo <knelson@otpco.com>; Mayer, Michael
<michael.mayer@hdrinc.com>; Steingaard, Craig L. <csteingaard@otpco.com>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] NWO-2026-163-BIS

Re:  Aquatic Resources Desktop Survey Report
    Big Stone South-Hankinson-Bison Transmission Project

Jason,

Please find attached our Aquatic Resource Desktop Delineation Report for the Big Stone
South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Project.  This report contains information for
the South Dakota portion of the project only and is being used to develop our Facility
Permit Application to the SD PSC.  We will continue to coordinate with the Corp as we
begin to make plans for field delineations and any jurisdictional determinations that may
be needed.

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments.

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) 

Request for Input and 
Notification of Facility.  

01/27/2026 Email BLM HDR Response from Request for 
Input and Notification of 
Facility Letter. 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



January 15, 2026 

Wendy Warren  
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Eastern Montana/Dakotas District Office 
111 Garryowen Road 
Miles City, MT 59301 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Warren, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We are particularly interested in identifying any properties 
within or adjacent to the corridor that your agency owns or otherwise has an interest in. We would also 
appreciate being informed of any planned or reasonably foreseeable developments your agency may be 
considering within the corridor. In addition, we welcome any information that would assist with our siting 
analyses and environmental studies, including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or 
compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 
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Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
101 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely,  

 
Kevin Scheidecker   
Principle, Environmental Services  
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Warren, Wendy M
To: Rust, Jill
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 12:26:42 PM

You don't often get email from wwarren@blm.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Ms. Rust,

The BLM received a letter indicating opportunity for input on your project.  There appears
to be no BLM land as indicated in your proposed project location and the BLM has
nothing to provide or any concerns at this time. 

Wendy Warren
District Manager
Eastern Montana/Dakotas District BLM - Miles City, MT
406-233-2827
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01/15/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 
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January 15, 2026 

Roger Chase 
South Dakota State Executive Director 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
200 Fourth Street SW, Room 308 
Huron, SD 57350 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Chase, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards defining a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 

Your comments on farmland protection, soil conservation, and any other agricultural resource concerns 
would be greatly appreciated. If there are specific requirements under the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
or other USDA Farm Service Agency programs that apply to this Project, we ask for your guidance on 
compliance measures. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 
16, 2026. Your input will help develop a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that 
minimizes impacts and complies with applicable laws. 
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Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
101 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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01/27/2026 Letter HDR Department of Defense (DOD) Request for input and 
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January 27, 2026 

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth 
United States Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Secretary Hegseth, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We are particularly interested in identifying any properties 
within or adjacent to the corridor that your agency owns or otherwise has an interest in. We would also 
appreciate being informed of any planned or reasonably foreseeable developments your agency may be 
considering within the corridor. In addition, we welcome any information that would assist with our siting 
analyses and environmental studies, including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or 
compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
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Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.  
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Study Area Map 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
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Notification Letter 
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January 15, 2026 

Cyrus Western 
Administrator, Mountains and Plains Region (Region 8) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Western, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We respectfully request your review of the preliminary Project information and Project map enclosed 
herewith. Your comments on any applicable federal environmental requirements, including those related 
to air and water quality, hazardous materials, and other regulatory considerations under EPA jurisdiction, 
would be greatly appreciated. If there are specific compliance measures or permitting requirements that 
apply to this Project, we ask for your guidance. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will help develop a comprehensive environmental and 
permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and complies with applicable laws. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
101 S Phillips Ave 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

ER'Tau (l Xcel Energy" 
POWER COMPANY 



January 15, 2026 

 
  

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

Request for input and notification of facility 

01/21/2026 Email USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR Request for corridor shapefiles and KMZs 

01/21/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

Response to request for corridor shapefiles and 
KMZs 

01/30/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

Request for meeting 

02/9/2026 Email USFWS, Tewaukon 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR Request for shapefiles 

02/9/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Tewaukon 
Wetland Management 
District 

Response to request for shapefiles 

02/13/2026 Email USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR Response to initial request for input and 
notification of facility  

02/13/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

Request for shapefiles if they differ from the 
website given  

02/13/2026 Email USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR USFWS confirmed shapefiles are the same from 
website 

02/16/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

Follow-up on request for meeting 

02/17/2025 Email USFWS, Tewaukon 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR USFWS land interests 

02/17/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Tewaukon 
Wetland Management 
District 

Response to USFWS land interests 

02/19/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

Request for meeting to discuss desktop and field 
surveys  
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02/19/2026 Email USFWS, South Dakota HDR Response to request for meeting and gave 
generalized guidance on routing 

02/19/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

HDR sent draft survey methodology 

02/23/2026 Email USFWS, South Dakota HDR Requested that the meeting be pushed until more 
defined routes and requested to enter facility in 
IPaC 

02/24/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

IPaC number was provided 

03/18/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

Request for meeting to discuss narrowed routes 

04/01/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, and USFWS 
Waubay Wetland Management District 

Facility Introduction and Discussion of USFWS 
Easements, Fee Lands, and Requirements 

04/01/2026 Email USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR USFWS confirmed the main contact point is for 
the Wetland Management District 

04/10/2026 Email HDR USFWS, South 
Dakota 

Request for meeting to discuss proposed route 

04/10/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

Meeting summary 

05/04/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, and USFWS Facility introduction and USFWS 
recommendations, concerns, and future 
coordination 

05/13/2026 Email HDR USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

Requested wetland shapefile boundaries 

05/27/2026 Email USFWS, Waubay 
Wetland Management 
District 

HDR Response to request for wetland shapefile 
boundaries 

05/29/2026 Email HDR USFWS Request for meeting 

05/29/2026 Email USFWS HDR Response to request for meeting 
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January 15, 2026 

Luke Toso, Acting South Dakota Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 
Pierre, SD 57501-5408 

Re: Request for Input – South Dakota Portion of Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV 
Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Toso, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankison, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

Based on the IPaC resource list generated for the South Dakota segment, several federally listed species 
under USFWS jurisdiction may occur within or near the proposed corridors. These include the Northern 
Long-eared Bat (endangered), the Rufa Red Knot (threatened, with proposed critical habitat nearby), and 
the Dakota Skipper (threatened, with designated critical habitat overlapping portions of the project area). 
Other species of concern include the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, Monarch Butterfly, Suckley’s 
Cuckoo Bumble Bee, and Western Regal Fritillary, which range from threatened to proposed endangered 
status. In addition, final critical habitat for both the Dakota Skipper and Poweshiek Skipperling overlaps 
portions of the South Dakota study area. No designated critical habitat for the Northern Long-eared Bat or 
Monarch Butterfly occurs within this segment. 

The Project will comply with the Endangered Species Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and the Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act. While IPaC indicates no eagle observations in the immediate South Dakota 
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Project Area, Otter Tail will implement avoidance and minimization measures consistent with Avian Power 
Line Interaction Committee guidelines and conduct preconstruction nest surveys as appropriate. Potential 
wetland impacts within South Dakota will be addressed through coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  

We respectfully request that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service review the attached species list and 
project map and provide confirmation of species and critical habitat concerns specific to South Dakota 
and any recommended avoidance and minimization measures. Please provide any available data, 
concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will be valuable in helping the Owners 
develop a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and complies 
with applicable laws. 

Additionally, we request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards selecting a corridor. We are particularly interested in any 
property located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We 
would also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be 
contemplating within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis 
and studies. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 

Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
101 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosures: 
IPaC Resource List (December 2025) 
Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Dowler, Jessica F
To: Rust, Jill
Subject: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 1:49:58 PM

You don't often get email from jessica_dowler@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,
We received your request for information for the transmission line project that will be running
from Big Stone to Hankinson. To properly respond to your request I will need a shapefile or kmz
of the prospective routing corridors so I can check them against our fee title and easement
lands. If you could please send them to me, I will start working on this so I get back to you by
February 16. Thanks!

Jessica Dowler
Acting Station Manager
Waubay NWR & WMD
44401 134A St
Waubay, SD 57273
(605)989-2324 x5
(605)290-9141 cell

Wildlife Biologist
Western SD Complex
Sand Lake NWR
39650 Sand Lake Drive
Columbia, SD 57433
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Dowler, Jessica F
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Subject: BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 3:17:13 PM
Attachments: BSSH_Corridors_20260121.zip

Hi Jessica – Thanks for reaching out on this! I have attached a zipped shapefile of the prospective
corridors for you to review. Please let me know if you have any other needs or questions on this
project.

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Rust, Jill
To: southdakotafieldoffice@fws.gov
Cc: Brazeal, Alex; Wandrie, Lucas; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 2:56:00 PM

Good afternoon – I’m working with Ottertail Power on their permitting efforts in South Dakota
for the Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison project. We sent a letter earlier this month, but I
wanted to follow up to also set up a virtual meeting to discuss the project and
recommendations for species data collection. If this project has been assigned to any staff
yet, would they mind reaching out to me to find a good time in the next month to meet and let
me know if they would like further information before that meeting?

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Rust, Jill
Subject: Xcel Energy Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, February 9, 2026 7:29:34 AM

You don't often get email from eric_wilson@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

Would you be able to send me some shapefiles for your study area and proposed corridors for
this project?

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Manager
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge
Tewaukon Wetland Management District
9754 143 ½ Ave SE
Cayuga, ND 58013
O) 701-724-5702
C) 701-403-0041
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Wilson, Eric D
Cc: Parker, Amber; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael
Subject: RE: Xcel Energy Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, February 9, 2026 8:31:14 AM
Attachments: Study_Area (1).zip

BSSH_Corridors_20260121.zip

Good morning, Eric – No problem, I have attached the shapefiles for both the study area and
the corridors. Note that at this time we only have corridor options identified for the Big Stone
South to Hankinson section of the project. Please let me know if you have any further question
or need anything else.

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Dowler, Jessica F
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 12:55:22 PM

You don't often get email from jessica_dowler@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Jill and others,
I have looked over your proposed routes. I think in most areas you will be able to avoid
USFWS (Service) interests in SD but there are some places where it will be difficult, if not
impossible, to avoid them. I will attach some snapshots of the route in SD along with our
fee title and easement lands shown. Our fee title land will be outlined in black, grassland
easements in orange and wetland easements outlined in yellow with the protected
wetlands within those easements drawn in pink or blue. We also some FMHA easements
outlined in pink but I don't believe we have any of those in the proposed routes. If there
are areas where you need a closer look, just let me know and I can send in a zoomed in
map, or you can check out on our public website - FWS NWRS NFH Experience. This will
show you where all the easements and fee title land is as well but it will not show the
protected wetlands.

If the proposed lines are in the path of an existing utility easement, we need to determine
when the utility easement was established to see if the utility easement predates our
interests. If the utility easement was established previous to the Service interests, then
you can install lines without formal federal coordination in the form of a Service permit.
However, if the Service established interest predates the utility easement, then you will
have to coordinate with our office to obtain a permit or work with our office to avoid our
interests. Part of the permit process includes completing compliance documents for
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. This consultation process can take
months once we get it started but with a 2030 anticipated start date, that shouldn't be an
issue.

If you have any other questions or need any more information, please let me know.
Thanks!

Jessica Dowler
Acting Station Manager
Waubay NWR & WMD
44401 134A St
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Dowler, Jessica F
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 1:07:52 PM

Jessica – I double checked with our GIS team and they have downloaded the data from the
linked site, so as long as they are the same as what you provided, we should be good to go and
no need for shapefiles!

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Rust, Jill 
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2026 12:58 PM
To: 'Dowler, Jessica F' <jessica_dowler@fws.gov>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Parker, Amber <Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com>;
Swiontek, Katie Jo. <kswiontek@otpco.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line

Thank you, Jessica! Are you able to provide shapefiles of these areas by chance? We can put
them in our database we are using to help us decide on a more refined corridor and route.
Once we know more, we’ll be sure to have further coordination with your office.

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Dowler, Jessica F
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 1:09:17 PM

You don't often get email from jessica_dowler@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Perfect! Yes, they should be the same.

Jessica Dowler
Acting Station Manager
Waubay NWR & WMD
44401 134A St
Waubay, SD 57273
(605)989-2324 x5
(605)290-9141 cell

Wildlife Biologist
Western SD Complex
Sand Lake NWR
39650 Sand Lake Drive
Columbia, SD 57433
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From: Rust, Jill
To: southdakotafieldoffice@fws.gov
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:18:00 AM

Good morning – I wanted to get this back on the radar for a possible meeting to discuss this
project. Who should I reach out to directly to set something up?

Thanks!

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Parker, Amber; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Xcel Energy Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 10:50:21 AM
Attachments: Xcel_studyArea_EasementsRichland.zip

You don't often get email from eric_wilson@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

I've attached the USFWS interests in my district within your study area.  Most of them are
wetland easements, however there are a few grass and waterfowl production areas included. 
If there are any of these areas that you will not be able to avoid with your route, please let me
know. 

Let me know if you have any questions, or would like any additional information.

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Manager
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge
Tewaukon Wetland Management District
9754 143 ½ Ave SE
Cayuga, ND 58013
O) 701-724-5702
C) 701-403-0041
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			CMPXNAME			ORGNAME			TRACTNO			STATE_NAME			COUNTY			Shape__Are			Shape__Len			Type			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			60X,1,2			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.86458882595e-04			8.46523704709e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			10			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.49798287858e-04			4.96344908740e-02			Biggs WPA


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			86G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.72624940393e-05			2.78921046388e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			109X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.96893378997e-05			2.54956045665e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			50			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.13003400919e-04			5.06599858822e-02			Gunness WPA


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			80X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.50871502731e-04			5.60846792828e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			74X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			6.35272090258e-05			3.30752762728e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			85G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.83910361383e-04			7.11094704005e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			103X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.83017972757e-05			2.83814690057e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			DAKOTA TALLGRASS PRAIRIE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA			272C			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.86784181566e-05			3.60472795209e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			78G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.59763799960e-05			3.53834133830e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			61a			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			4.36185508009e-05			3.68437812593e-02			Hartleben WPA


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			95X-1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.66362417195e-05			4.32127283454e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			80G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.50871502731e-04			5.60846792828e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			14X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.00021967622e-04			9.66489159509e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			112X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.94724462273e-04			8.27605400701e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			86X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.72624940393e-05			2.78921046388e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			87G-1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			5.05214155062e-06			1.00208816045e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			75X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.49746399211e-04			7.03068611733e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			118X,1-3			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.21344547086e-04			2.57925704747e-01			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			59X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.51381147348e-05			3.52394909149e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			85X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			2.68012730456e-04			1.10827428885e-01			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			58X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.86649820421e-04			9.49315718554e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			63X-2			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.31026506731e-05			3.47592008164e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			83X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			2.45133752506e-05			2.83218689101e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			87G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			8.70026797005e-05			6.47598290946e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			22			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			2.22841661109e-05			1.91781943122e-02			Korth WPA


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			111X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.86784181566e-05			3.60472795209e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			74G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			6.35272090258e-05			3.30752762728e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			82X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.13878906880e-04			6.03875508579e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			91G,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.18163883424e-04			7.43327551869e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			DAKOTA TALLGRASS PRAIRIE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA			285C,1-5			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			5.92091645830e-04			2.35041275327e-01			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			DAKOTA TALLGRASS PRAIRIE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA			214C			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.66362417195e-05			4.32127283454e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			105X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.44799816538e-05			3.50801953620e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			87X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			5.69003977129e-05			3.47548320807e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			63X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.12083365615e-04			6.28892379996e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			91X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.46481093558e-04			7.43419264652e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			114X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.63819939232e-04			8.12712758089e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			82G,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.13878906880e-04			6.03875508579e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			73G			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			5.29601353099e-04			9.91453019081e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			84G,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.96576806300e-04			9.24344344246e-02			Grass Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			84X,1			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.37757975365e-04			7.14088824902e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			108X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			1.11304619303e-04			5.60035616334e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			73X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			5.29601353099e-04			9.91453019081e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			RICHLAND COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			78X			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			7.59763799960e-05			3.53834133830e-02			Wetland Easement


			TEWAUKON WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			DAKOTA TALLGRASS PRAIRIE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA			223C			NORTH DAKOTA			RICHLAND			3.83017972757e-05			2.83814690057e-02			Grass Easement
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Wilson, Eric D
Cc: Parker, Amber; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Xcel Energy Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 12:11:11 PM

Thank you, Eric! We’ve added this information to our database as we continue to evaluate
potential route corridors. Once we’ve refined our corridors, we’ll re-coordinate with your office
regarding potential for impacts.

Thanks!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Turner, Dylan R
To: Rust, Jill
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 8:12:06 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill!

I sent this message to Dan Kim in our office. He will be able to help you out.

Thnak you!

Dylan Turner
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
South Dakota Ecological Services
Phone: 605-280-6704
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Daniel_kim@fws.gov
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Vinson, George H.; Hanley, Jennifer;

Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Wandrie, Lucas; Brazeal, Alex
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 11:11:37 AM

Hi Dan – Dylan Turner asked me to reach out directly to you regarding the Big Stone South to
Hankinson to Bison Electric Transmission project. We sent a letter last month, but I wanted to
follow up to set up a virtual meeting to discuss the project and particularly, any
recommendations that you may have for potential desktop and field surveys.  Would you or
have time in the next couple of weeks to meet and discuss the project?  Please let me know if
you would like further information.

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 
Pierre, South Dakota  57501
Cell Phone: (605)-280-6090
Fax:     (605)-224-1416
Email: daniel_kim@fws.gov

From: Kim, Daniel H <daniel_kim@fws.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2026 3:11 PM
To: Rust, Jill <Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Jill,

How many people would be on the chat?  Without a final corridor, it is hard to provide solid
conservation recommendations. BUT, Co-locate lines when possible.  If you create new
transmission lines, follow APLIC guidelines to avoid electrocutions and line strikes.  This
means deploying diverters if the lines are in a waterfowl dense area, especially near rivers and
larger lakes.  Avoid grasslands whenever possible, especially native grasslands.  Really avoid
Dakota Skipper Critical habitat (you can find critical habitat description and shape file here
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028).  Avoid staging on native grasslands.

Please see the return correspondence for additional information.

Dan

Daniel H. Kim Ph.D.
Grassland Bird and Prairie Pollinator Biologist
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Kim, Daniel H
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 5:06:53 PM
Attachments: BSSHB_DRAFT_Habitat-Eval-and-Survey-Plan_20260123.pdf

Thanks, Dan – We’d have me, HDR’s biologist and Ottertail representatives on a call. Overall,
we wanted the opportunity to coordinate as early as possible and provide you additional
details on the project. We’d appreciate your input about our approach to surveys. I’ve
attached our proposed draft survey methodology, which we can update per your input. If you
prefer to wait, we should have refined corridors in about 2-3 weeks at which time I can re-
connect with you on setting something up.

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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Memo 
Date: Friday, January 23, 2026 


Project: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line 


To: Type recipient(s) here 


From: HDR 


Subject: Habitat Assessment Methodology 


Project Background 
Otter Tail Power Company (OTP) and Xcel Energy (Xcel) jointly, (Owners) are partnering to 


develop, construct, and co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line extending from the 


existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson 


Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, 


North Dakota (Project). This Project is part of the Joint Targeted Interconnection 


Queue initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) and the Southwest Power 


Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the MISO-SPP shared 


borders to enable new generator interconnections.  


The approximately 60-mile portion of the Project located in South Dakota crosses many different 


land cover types and habitats, including those potentially suitable for state and federally listed 


species. HDR will complete a desktop habitat evaluation of the Study Area to identify areas with 


potentially suitable habitat to inform routing and siting decisions and the need for future field 


habitat evaluations of areas of potential impact.  


Habitat Evaluation  
HDR will review publicly available data sets for records of state or federally listed species that 


may occur within the Study Area. HDR will also review aerial imagery and land cover datasets to 


evaluate if suitable habitat is available within the Study Area for the state or federal species 


identified. The results of the desktop habitat assessment will be used to inform if or where listed 


species presence/probable absence surveys or field habitat assessments are needed. Field 


assessments will be completed prior to construction, as Right of Entry (ROE) agreements with 


landowners are secured, and as design advances to identify areas of potential impact. 


South Dakota Species of Conservation Concern 


HDR will request data from the South Dakota Natural Heritage Program (SDNHP) hosted by the 


South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP) for geospatial records of state or 


federally listed species within the Study Area. The SDNHP will inform if or where state and 


federally listed species surveys or field habitat assessments may be needed within the Study 


Area.  
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Federally Listed Species 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 


tool was used to identify federally listed and federally protected species with potential to occur 


within the Study Area. According to IPaC there are seven species federally listed or proposed 


for listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) with potential to occur within the Study Area 


(Table 1). Additionally, considerations are made for bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) with 


federal protection under both the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden 


Eagle Conservation Act (BGEPA).  


Table 1. Federally Listed Species with Potential to Occur within the BSSHB Study Area. 


Common Name Scientific Name Status 
Critical Habitat 


Present 


Northern long-eared bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered No 


Rufa red knot Calidris canutus rufa Threatened No 


Dakota skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened Yes 


Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus Proposed Threatened No 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumblebee Bombus suckleyi Proposed Endangered No 


Western regal fritillary Argynnis idalia occidentalis Threatened No 


Western prairie fringed orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened No 
1Poweshiek skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered Yes 


   


Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis)  


HDR will desktop delineate potentially suitable summer roosting habitat (i.e., wooded habitat, 


bridges, et cetera) and areas that may be suitable for hibernaculum (i.e., areas that are prone to 


karst features). Habitat evaluation efforts will focus on areas where the Study Area is intersected 


by the USFWS’s current northern long-eared bat range map. Due to schedule constraints with 


ROE permissions, the desktop evaluation will be conducted to support the submittal of a route 


application to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (SDPUC).  


A formal northern long-eared bat habitat assessment is recommended if trees will be removed 


during the northern long-eared bat’s pup-rearing season (June 1 to August 15) or the active 


season (April 15 to October 31), as recommended by the USFWS. HDR proposes that any field 


assessments be conducted prior to construction, following ROE permission from private 


landowners.  


Rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa) 


There is no critical habitat for Rufa red knot within the Study Area. Rufa red knots are a rare visitor 


to the Dakotas during their migration. However, available information suggests that they use 


inland saline lakes, and may also use inland freshwater habitats (i.e., wetlands and riverine 


sandbars) and impoundments as stopover habitat. Formal field habitat assessments are not 


proposed for this species; however, the location of any rufa red knots observed within the Study 


Area during other field survey efforts would be recorded. 


 
1 Critical habitat is present within the Study Area; However, the species is believed to be extirpated from 
the state and no habitat evaluations are planned for the species.  
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Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae) 


Dakota skippers occur in moist bluestem prairies or upland prairies that are relatively dry and 


often found on ridges and hillsides. These types of prairies are unlikely to be re-established on a 


site that has been plowed. HDR will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland 


data, South Dakota State University’s Public/Undisturbed Lands layer, known locations of Dakota 


skipper (i.e., iNaturalist, SDGFP, SDNHP, et cetera), Dakota skipper distribution model, USGS 


NLCD, and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable 


Dakota skipper habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the desktop survey 


will be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. The field effort would include a rapid Dakota skipper habitat assessment 


from publicly accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project and a 


formal field habitat assessment once the locations of Project impacts and infrastructure are 


known. The rapid habitat assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the 


Dakota skipper’s life cycle are present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of 


said resources. 


HDR will focus formal field habitat assessment efforts in areas mapped as potentially suitable 


Dakota skipper habitat during the desktop effort that will be crossed or directly impacted by the 


proposed or alternate routes. Dakota skipper habitat will either be defined as suitable or dispersal:  


1. Suitable habitat – defined as native prairies or grasslands that are dominated by plant 


species needed for reproduction, foraging, and sheltering to complete the Dakota 


skipper’s life cycle. For example, a little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) dominated 


hillside with native forbs such as prairie clovers (Dalea spp.) would be considered suitable 


habitat. 


2. Dispersal habitat – defined as grasslands that are not dominated by plant species needed 


for reproduction, foraging, or sheltering to complete the Dakota skipper life cycle. For 


example, a smooth brome (Bromus inermis) dominated grassland without flowering forbs 


suitable for Dakota skipper would be considered dispersal habitat. 


Dominant plant species and their respective coverages within the plant communities will be 


recorded. Formal field habitat assessments should occur prior to construction from June 10 to 


July 25.  


Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 


Monarchs occur in herbaceous wetland and upland areas where native milkweed (Asclepias spp.) 


and other flowering plant species are common. As such, all non-manicured herbaceous upland 


and wetland areas will be considered suitable monarch habitat. Due to schedule constraints with 


ROE permissions, the desktop evaluation will be conducted to support the submittal of the 


SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. HDR will conduct a rapid monarch habitat assessment from publicly 


accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project. The rapid habitat 
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assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the monarch’s life cycle are 


present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of said resources. 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus suckleyi) 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee occurs in a wide array of habitats including meadows, fallow fields, 


croplands, urban areas, and forests. Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee forage in meadows, 


grasslands, and developed areas. However, the species was last observed in the United States 


in 2016. As this species is a habitat generalist, all areas will be considered suitable habitat 


excluding areas mapped open water, wetlands, or impervious areas. Formal field habitat 


assessments are not proposed for this species. 


Western regal fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis) 


Western regal fritillary occurs in tall-grass prairies, damp meadows, marshes, and wet fields. HDR 


will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland data, South Dakota State 


University’s Public/UndisturbedLands layer, known locations of western regal fritillary (i.e., 


iNaturalist, SDGFP, SDNHP, et cetera), USFWS National Wetland Inventory (NWI), USGS NLCD, 


and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable western 


regal fritillary habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the desktop survey will 


be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. HDR will conduct a rapid western regal fritillary habitat assessment from 


publicly accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project. The rapid 


habitat assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the western regal 


fritillary’s life cycle are present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of said 


resources. 


Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) 


Most of the Study Area is within the USFWS’s current range for the western prairie fringed orchid.  


Western prairie fringed orchid occurs on moist tallgrass prairies, wet meadows, sedge meadows, 


and disturbed sites in successional communities such as borrow pits, old fields, and roadside 


ditches. HDR will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland data, South Dakota 


State University’s Public/Undisturbed Lands layer, known locations of western prairie fringed 


orchid (i.e., iNaturalist, SDGFP Natural Heritage Program Data, et cetera), USFWS NWI, USGS 


NLCD, and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable 


western prairie fringed orchid habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the 


desktop survey will be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. Formal presence/probable absence surveys should occur in areas of 


suitable western prairie fringed orchid habitat from mid-June through July with a preference for 


the week following July 4th. Formal presence/probable absence surveys will be confined to areas 


that will be directly impacted by Project infrastructure or construction. The location of any western 


prairie fringed orchids will be recorded using handheld GPS or similar device.  
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Designated Critical Habitat 


Dakota skipper critical habitat 


Dakota skipper USFWS designated critical habitat occurs within the Study Area. The Dakota 


skipper designated critical habitat locations will be depicted on figures. Field evaluations of the 


Dakota skipper critical habitats are not proposed.  


Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) critical habitat 


Poweshiek skipperling USFWS designated critical habitat occurs within the Study Area. The 


Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat locations will be depicted on figures. Field 


evaluations of the Poweshiek skipperling critical habitats are not proposed. 


Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 


The SDNHP provides locations of known and historic bald eagle nests. As bald eagles nest in 


wooded areas, all wooded habitat within the Study Area will be desktop delineated.  


HDR biologists will conduct a bald eagle nest survey for the preferred and alternate routes and a 


660-foot buffer from the proposed routes from public access roads and public rights-of-way prior 


to leaf out. All large stick nests potentially suitable for bald eagle and nests of other raptor species 


will be recorded with a handheld global positioning system or similar device. The status of any 


nests identified will be recorded (i.e., active or inactive, occupied or unoccupied, et cetera).  


 







From: Kim, Daniel H
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Monday, February 23, 2026 4:46:53 PM
Attachments: BSSHB_DRAFT_Habitat-Eval-and-Survey-Plan_20260123.pdf

You don't often get email from daniel_kim@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Jill,

I do prefer to wait for a more defined corridor.  Also, the USFWS is tracking all aspects of the
consultation process.  As you requested guidance, we would like to tie that guidance to a
project, which will require the project be entered into IPaC.  Please let me know when the
project is entered into IPaC.  All you need to do is send me the IPaC project number.  The
Service can designate interactions as pre-project planning, basically information exchange that
will facilitate future consultations.

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.

Dan

Daniel H. Kim Ph.D.
Grassland Bird and Prairie Pollinator Biologist
Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, South Dakota  57501
Cell Phone: (605)-280-6090
Fax:     (605)-224-1416
Email: daniel_kim@fws.gov
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Memo 
Date: Friday, January 23, 2026 


Project: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line 


To: Type recipient(s) here 


From: HDR 


Subject: Habitat Assessment Methodology 


Project Background 
Otter Tail Power Company (OTP) and Xcel Energy (Xcel) jointly, (Owners) are partnering to 


develop, construct, and co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line extending from the 


existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson 


Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, 


North Dakota (Project). This Project is part of the Joint Targeted Interconnection 


Queue initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) and the Southwest Power 


Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the MISO-SPP shared 


borders to enable new generator interconnections.  


The approximately 60-mile portion of the Project located in South Dakota crosses many different 


land cover types and habitats, including those potentially suitable for state and federally listed 


species. HDR will complete a desktop habitat evaluation of the Study Area to identify areas with 


potentially suitable habitat to inform routing and siting decisions and the need for future field 


habitat evaluations of areas of potential impact.  


Habitat Evaluation  
HDR will review publicly available data sets for records of state or federally listed species that 


may occur within the Study Area. HDR will also review aerial imagery and land cover datasets to 


evaluate if suitable habitat is available within the Study Area for the state or federal species 


identified. The results of the desktop habitat assessment will be used to inform if or where listed 


species presence/probable absence surveys or field habitat assessments are needed. Field 


assessments will be completed prior to construction, as Right of Entry (ROE) agreements with 


landowners are secured, and as design advances to identify areas of potential impact. 


South Dakota Species of Conservation Concern 


HDR will request data from the South Dakota Natural Heritage Program (SDNHP) hosted by the 


South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP) for geospatial records of state or 


federally listed species within the Study Area. The SDNHP will inform if or where state and 


federally listed species surveys or field habitat assessments may be needed within the Study 


Area.  
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Federally Listed Species 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 


tool was used to identify federally listed and federally protected species with potential to occur 


within the Study Area. According to IPaC there are seven species federally listed or proposed 


for listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) with potential to occur within the Study Area 


(Table 1). Additionally, considerations are made for bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) with 


federal protection under both the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden 


Eagle Conservation Act (BGEPA).  


Table 1. Federally Listed Species with Potential to Occur within the BSSHB Study Area. 


Common Name Scientific Name Status 
Critical Habitat 


Present 


Northern long-eared bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered No 


Rufa red knot Calidris canutus rufa Threatened No 


Dakota skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened Yes 


Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus Proposed Threatened No 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumblebee Bombus suckleyi Proposed Endangered No 


Western regal fritillary Argynnis idalia occidentalis Threatened No 


Western prairie fringed orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened No 
1Poweshiek skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered Yes 


   


Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis)  


HDR will desktop delineate potentially suitable summer roosting habitat (i.e., wooded habitat, 


bridges, et cetera) and areas that may be suitable for hibernaculum (i.e., areas that are prone to 


karst features). Habitat evaluation efforts will focus on areas where the Study Area is intersected 


by the USFWS’s current northern long-eared bat range map. Due to schedule constraints with 


ROE permissions, the desktop evaluation will be conducted to support the submittal of a route 


application to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (SDPUC).  


A formal northern long-eared bat habitat assessment is recommended if trees will be removed 


during the northern long-eared bat’s pup-rearing season (June 1 to August 15) or the active 


season (April 15 to October 31), as recommended by the USFWS. HDR proposes that any field 


assessments be conducted prior to construction, following ROE permission from private 


landowners.  


Rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa) 


There is no critical habitat for Rufa red knot within the Study Area. Rufa red knots are a rare visitor 


to the Dakotas during their migration. However, available information suggests that they use 


inland saline lakes, and may also use inland freshwater habitats (i.e., wetlands and riverine 


sandbars) and impoundments as stopover habitat. Formal field habitat assessments are not 


proposed for this species; however, the location of any rufa red knots observed within the Study 


Area during other field survey efforts would be recorded. 


 
1 Critical habitat is present within the Study Area; However, the species is believed to be extirpated from 
the state and no habitat evaluations are planned for the species.  
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Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae) 


Dakota skippers occur in moist bluestem prairies or upland prairies that are relatively dry and 


often found on ridges and hillsides. These types of prairies are unlikely to be re-established on a 


site that has been plowed. HDR will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland 


data, South Dakota State University’s Public/Undisturbed Lands layer, known locations of Dakota 


skipper (i.e., iNaturalist, SDGFP, SDNHP, et cetera), Dakota skipper distribution model, USGS 


NLCD, and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable 


Dakota skipper habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the desktop survey 


will be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. The field effort would include a rapid Dakota skipper habitat assessment 


from publicly accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project and a 


formal field habitat assessment once the locations of Project impacts and infrastructure are 


known. The rapid habitat assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the 


Dakota skipper’s life cycle are present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of 


said resources. 


HDR will focus formal field habitat assessment efforts in areas mapped as potentially suitable 


Dakota skipper habitat during the desktop effort that will be crossed or directly impacted by the 


proposed or alternate routes. Dakota skipper habitat will either be defined as suitable or dispersal:  


1. Suitable habitat – defined as native prairies or grasslands that are dominated by plant 


species needed for reproduction, foraging, and sheltering to complete the Dakota 


skipper’s life cycle. For example, a little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) dominated 


hillside with native forbs such as prairie clovers (Dalea spp.) would be considered suitable 


habitat. 


2. Dispersal habitat – defined as grasslands that are not dominated by plant species needed 


for reproduction, foraging, or sheltering to complete the Dakota skipper life cycle. For 


example, a smooth brome (Bromus inermis) dominated grassland without flowering forbs 


suitable for Dakota skipper would be considered dispersal habitat. 


Dominant plant species and their respective coverages within the plant communities will be 


recorded. Formal field habitat assessments should occur prior to construction from June 10 to 


July 25.  


Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 


Monarchs occur in herbaceous wetland and upland areas where native milkweed (Asclepias spp.) 


and other flowering plant species are common. As such, all non-manicured herbaceous upland 


and wetland areas will be considered suitable monarch habitat. Due to schedule constraints with 


ROE permissions, the desktop evaluation will be conducted to support the submittal of the 


SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. HDR will conduct a rapid monarch habitat assessment from publicly 


accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project. The rapid habitat 







 


 


 


4 


 


assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the monarch’s life cycle are 


present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of said resources. 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus suckleyi) 


Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee occurs in a wide array of habitats including meadows, fallow fields, 


croplands, urban areas, and forests. Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee forage in meadows, 


grasslands, and developed areas. However, the species was last observed in the United States 


in 2016. As this species is a habitat generalist, all areas will be considered suitable habitat 


excluding areas mapped open water, wetlands, or impervious areas. Formal field habitat 


assessments are not proposed for this species. 


Western regal fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis) 


Western regal fritillary occurs in tall-grass prairies, damp meadows, marshes, and wet fields. HDR 


will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland data, South Dakota State 


University’s Public/UndisturbedLands layer, known locations of western regal fritillary (i.e., 


iNaturalist, SDGFP, SDNHP, et cetera), USFWS National Wetland Inventory (NWI), USGS NLCD, 


and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable western 


regal fritillary habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the desktop survey will 


be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. HDR will conduct a rapid western regal fritillary habitat assessment from 


publicly accessible areas that are proposed to be crossed or impacted by the Project. The rapid 


habitat assessment will focus on identifying if plant species necessary for the western regal 


fritillary’s life cycle are present. The rapid assessment does not involve a delineation of said 


resources. 


Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) 


Most of the Study Area is within the USFWS’s current range for the western prairie fringed orchid.  


Western prairie fringed orchid occurs on moist tallgrass prairies, wet meadows, sedge meadows, 


and disturbed sites in successional communities such as borrow pits, old fields, and roadside 


ditches. HDR will use the North Dakota Game and Fish’s unbroken grassland data, South Dakota 


State University’s Public/Undisturbed Lands layer, known locations of western prairie fringed 


orchid (i.e., iNaturalist, SDGFP Natural Heritage Program Data, et cetera), USFWS NWI, USGS 


NLCD, and aerial imagery to identify known occupancy areas and areas with potentially suitable 


western prairie fringed orchid habitat. Due to schedule constraints with ROE permissions, the 


desktop survey will be conducted to support the submittal of the SDPUC route application.  


HDR proposes that any field assessments be conducted after ROE permissions are granted and 


prior to construction. Formal presence/probable absence surveys should occur in areas of 


suitable western prairie fringed orchid habitat from mid-June through July with a preference for 


the week following July 4th. Formal presence/probable absence surveys will be confined to areas 


that will be directly impacted by Project infrastructure or construction. The location of any western 


prairie fringed orchids will be recorded using handheld GPS or similar device.  
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Designated Critical Habitat 


Dakota skipper critical habitat 


Dakota skipper USFWS designated critical habitat occurs within the Study Area. The Dakota 


skipper designated critical habitat locations will be depicted on figures. Field evaluations of the 


Dakota skipper critical habitats are not proposed.  


Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) critical habitat 


Poweshiek skipperling USFWS designated critical habitat occurs within the Study Area. The 


Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat locations will be depicted on figures. Field 


evaluations of the Poweshiek skipperling critical habitats are not proposed. 


Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 


The SDNHP provides locations of known and historic bald eagle nests. As bald eagles nest in 


wooded areas, all wooded habitat within the Study Area will be desktop delineated.  


HDR biologists will conduct a bald eagle nest survey for the preferred and alternate routes and a 


660-foot buffer from the proposed routes from public access roads and public rights-of-way prior 


to leaf out. All large stick nests potentially suitable for bald eagle and nests of other raptor species 


will be recorded with a handheld global positioning system or similar device. The status of any 


nests identified will be recorded (i.e., active or inactive, occupied or unoccupied, et cetera).  


 







From: Rust, Jill
To: Kim, Daniel H
Cc: Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 3:01:39 PM

Hi Dan – see below for the IPaC number for this project.

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Wandrie, Lucas <Lucas.Wandrie@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 2:57 PM
To: Rust, Jill <jill.rust@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Parker, Amber <Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project

Hi Jill,

The Project’s IPaC number is 2026-0037033.

Thanks,

Lucas Wandrie
M 612.496.8242

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Rust, Jill <Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 8:47 AM
To: Kim, Daniel H <daniel_kim@fws.gov>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Wandrie, Lucas
<Lucas.Wandrie@hdrinc.com>; Parker, Amber <Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project

Thanks, Dan! We’ll plan to re-connect with you when we have a better idea of our corridor; we
should have that within the next month. We’ll also get the project into IPaC as soon as
possible.

Thanks!

Jill
Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Dowler, Jessica F
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Hanley, Jennifer
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB Shapefiles RE: Big Stone to Bison Transmission Line
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 3:23:21 PM
Attachments: 20260318_Route_Buffers.zip

Hi Jessica – We’ve narrowed down our routes to a few options within South Dakota. With a 500 foot
buffer, some of these routes cross over USFWS easements or fee lands in a few areas. I was hoping
our team could meet with your virtually next week to discuss the areas and walk through
requirements/concerns if any route crosses over or if a structure is placed within the fee or easement
lands. Our next step would be to use agency input to determine a preferred route.

I’ve attached a shapefile of the route buffers for your review. Would you have any time next week to
meet via Teams to chat through these?

Thank you! 

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Hanan, Mick D
To: Rust, Jill; Swanson, Christopher (Chris); Dowler, Jessica F; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Hanley, Jennifer; Mayer,

Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Cc: Vinson, George H.; Parker, Amber; Whitworth, Wade; Rohlck, Thomas R
Subject: Re: Fw: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB - USFWS Easements/Fee Lands Waubay WMD
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 12:01:02 PM
Attachments: Outlook-rzcs1tpa.png

You don't often get email from mick_hanan@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi all,
Thank you for the call today.  I just wanted to follow up that Tom Rohlck will be your main point of
contact for the Wetland Management District moving forward.  I cc'd Tom in this as well.  His email is
thomas_rohlck@fws.gov and his phone number is 605-461-0755.
Thank you,
Mick

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mick Hanan
Acting Deputy Project Leader
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Eastern & Western SD WMD Complexes

38741 291st Street
Lake Andes, SD 57356
Cell - (605) 481-2347
Phone - (605) 910-5534
mick_hanan@fws.gov
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Kim, Daniel H
Cc: Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael; Hanley, Jennifer
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Project
Date: Friday, April 10, 2026 11:54:40 AM

Hi Dan – I am reaching back out to you as we are close to having our proposed route. I was
hoping to get a meeting on the calendar for early May to discuss and I should have a shapefile
for you by the end of this month. We can also update our IPaC with the new information if
needed once we have it. We have also completed a desktop/windshield review of the area that
we can share with you.

Just as an FYI, we have also met with the Waubay WMD  (Tom Rohlck is our PoC) to discuss the
project and we’ll re-coordinate with them as well to discuss our final route.

Are there any days/times the week of May 4th that would work for you?

Thanks!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

mailto:jill.rust@hdrinc.com
mailto:jill.rust@hdrinc.com
mailto:daniel_kim@fws.gov
mailto:daniel_kim@fws.gov
mailto:Lucas.Wandrie@hdrinc.com
mailto:Lucas.Wandrie@hdrinc.com
mailto:Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com
mailto:Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2ffbce2f772245dc813681fc788d3a66-73aacc54-30
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2ffbce2f772245dc813681fc788d3a66-73aacc54-30
mailto:Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com
mailto:Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com
mailto:Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com
mailto:Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhdrinc.com%2Ffollow-us&data=05%7C02%7CAmber.Parker%40hdrinc.com%7C8d6cc51e9b1d4da8be6408de9721d8ad%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C639114368799285770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NWmZWBBS5bytKGy6wGfcFprOCjf1pEyIHZyJszLQYPs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhdrinc.com%2Ffollow-us&data=05%7C02%7CAmber.Parker%40hdrinc.com%7C8d6cc51e9b1d4da8be6408de9721d8ad%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C639114368799285770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NWmZWBBS5bytKGy6wGfcFprOCjf1pEyIHZyJszLQYPs%3D&reserved=0


From: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
To: Dowler, Jessica F; Hanley, Jennifer; Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Swiontek,Katie Jo; Vinson, George H.;

Parker, Amber; Whitworth, Wade; christopher_swanson@fws.gov; thomas_rohlck@fws.gov;
mick_hanan@fws.gov; Rust, Jill

Cc: Bergquist, Holly M.
Subject: BSSHB-USFWS Meeting Summary
Date: Friday, April 10, 2026 10:36:54 AM
Attachments: Outlook-jfnmwoov.png

USFWS Summary 04_01_26.pdf

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Morning,

Please find attached the meeting summary from last week's coordination meeting. 
Please make sure everything is accurate and reflects what was stated at the meeting.  

Thank you and have a great weekend.  

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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Summary
Project: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison


Subject: USFWS Waubay WMD Coordination Meeting


Date: Wednesday, April 01, 2026


Location: Teams Meeting


Attendees: Jessica Dowler – FWS
Chris Swanson – FWS
Mick Hanan – FWS
Tom Rohlck - FWS
Kevin Scheidecker - OTP
Katie Jo Swiontek - OTP


George Vinson - OTP
Jennifer Hanley - HDR
Amber Parker - HDR


Team Introduction
o Jessica Dowler – FWS, Acting Station Manager, Waubay WMD
o Chris Swanson – FWS, Project Leader, All 5 WMD eastern South Dakota
o Mick Hanan – FWS, Acting Deputy Project Leader
o Tom Rohlck – FWS, Realtor/Easement Specialist – Will be BSSHB Point of Contact for 


WMD


Project Overview
o Project Description


Scheidecker provided a high-level overview of the Big Stone South to Hankinson 
to Bison project, which is part of the Joint Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) 
initiative. The project aims to enhance electric reliability and resiliency, reduce 
transmission congestion, and expand access to low-cost energy.
Major components include:


Bison Substation
Hankinson Substation
Hankinson-Bison Transmission Line
Big Stone South-Hankinson Transmission Line
Big Stone South Substation


Agency coordination goals:
Maintain early and ongoing coordination with USFWS
Identify concerns, recommendations, and permitting needs
Coordinate desktop review and field work planning
Define processes when routes are adjacent to or cross USFWS lands


o Anticipated Project Schedule
A draft proposed route is anticipated by May 1
Route refinement will continue through May-July, incorporating:


Public open house feedback
Agency input
Engineering feasibility


Route must be finalized for the South Dakota application by early September
Field studies are planned to occur before facility permit filing in early September







Additional field studies will be completed as the need is identified after 
the permit filing
Supplemental filings/amendments will be completed as needed based on 
additional findings


The NEPA process is expected to proceed after the North Dakota PSC route 
permit application submittal set for 2028


o Current Status –
Draft Preliminary Routes


Draft Preliminary Routes will be narrowed to a preferred route using 
engineering feasibility, high-level desktop information, public comment, 
and agency input


Buffers and process for route selection
Once a preferred route has been identified, it will be shared with USFWS 
for further input


Review Draft Preliminary Routes
o Currently Mapped USFWS Grassland, Wetland, and Transfer Easements; and Fee Title 


Lands
Hanley presented draft preliminary route corridors and displayed them in relation 
to USFWS interestsRoutes are generally being placed along the edges of 
USFWS properties and near existing utilities, with a proposed 150-foot right-of-
way buffer adjacent to (not overlapping) existing utility corridors
Hanley requested validation of shapefiles for fee lands and easements and 
clarification on protected wetland boundaries.
Swanson asked if HDR/OTP have considered grassland easements as well


Hanley: We try to avoid or span grasslands where feasible
o Requirements for Impacts to these areas


Direct Impacts (e.g. pole placement)
Fee Lands


o Preference to avoid fee title lands and WPA’s wherever possible
o Generally require a right-of-way permit
o OTP/HDR will coordinate SUP & ARPA permits if surveys are 


needed on fee title lands
Easements


o Grassland easements should be avoided or spanned when 
feasible


o Access will be requested through private landowners within 
easement boundaries


o Generally require a Special Use Permit
Within parcel boundaries vs within protected resource (i.e. wetland)


o Wetland easements may be more workable within parcel
boundaries, not the entire parcel is protected


USFWS requested avoidance of direct impacts to WPAs and grassland 
easements wherever possible
Rohlck will review and provide insight/highlight where the most pressing 
USFWS concerns would be along draft preliminary routes


Direct temp impacts (e.g. temp construction access)
Other indirect (e.g. spanning parcel/protected resource)







Pre-1976 Easements – USFWS will share wetland boundaries with the project 
when we narrow to one proposed route. They can buffer it 1-2 miles to give us 
additional information for flexibility.


o Swanson asked, regarding endangered species, if OTP/HDR has reached out to the 
ecological services office


Scheidecker affirmed that OTP has, and prioritizes working closely with 
ecological services. As HDR/OTP are looking into field work, they will maintain 
close communication with WMDs. HDR/OTP intends for this to be a long-term 
working relationship with USFWS.


o Swanson requested to have the USFWS team review in closer detail as design is 
considered (pole placement). Rohlck can advise. 


Next Steps
o Identify Proposed Route


Re-coordinate
Survey plans will be shared with USFWS prior to field mobilization
Hanley requested individual wetland basin shapefiles; Rohlck will serve 
as the primary point of contact and will provide the appropriate data and 
feedback on key concerns as needed during the process
OTP/HDR will re-coordinate with USFWS as routes are narrowed and 
refined


Micro-siting as needed
o OTP/HDR to continue refining route corridors and identify a preferred route, and will 


request shapefiles for protected areas once a single route is identified
o USFWS to review mapped routes and confirm the accuracy of easement and fee title 


land data
o Hanan to provide contact information for Rohlck (completed)
o Hanley stated that the OTP/HDR team hopes to be in the field as soon as weather 


conditions allow, and that survey plans will be shared with USFWS as they are planning
o Scheidecker asked if USFWS team had a preference for how OTP/HDR loop in 


ecological services, either with the WMD staff or separately
Rohlck stated that it depends, and if is a broader overview on which OTP/HDR 
wants collaboration with ecological services, this USFWS team is more than 
happy to do so with ecological services. If it is going into more detail on the ESA 
side, ecological services should be coordinated with directly.


o Rohlck asked if OTP/HDR would like a shapefile for protected areas before or after the 
single route is decided


Hanley stated that pole placement is not being decided yet, and OTP/HDR will 
request it when the proposed route is identified. As OTP/HDR are working on 
pole placement on a single route, they will coordinate with USFWS on best 
practices for pole placement in easements
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Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.zip

Hi Tom – I am following up from the meeting that was held with the the Waubay WMD at the
beginning of April. The Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison project team has selected a
proposed route for the Big Stone South to Hankinson Section. I have attached zipped
shapefiles of the proposed route and easement area for your review. We’ll set up a follow up
meeting with you in the coming weeks to discuss potential impacts to USFWS interests.

One thing we were hoping to receive are the wetland easement shapefiles so we have a clear
understanding of the protected areas and which are pre/post 1976 boundaries.  Is this
something you are able to provide?

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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   20251217 17223800 1.0 FALSE   Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 002  file://\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.shp Local Area Network 0.000  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Foot_US (0.304801) NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Transverse_Mercator&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,1640416.666666667],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-99.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Scale_Factor&quot;,0.9996],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Foot_US&quot;,0.3048006096012192],AUTHORITY[&quot;EPSG&quot;,32164]]</WKT><XOrigin>-16800800</XOrigin><YOrigin>-32802000</YOrigin><XYScale>137296494.95062786</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.0032808333333333331</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision><WKID>32164</WKID><LatestWKID>32164</LatestWKID></ProjectedCoordinateSystem>  ExportFeatures Route \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes # NOT_USE_ALIAS "id "id" true true false 65536 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,id,0,65535;name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,name,0,254;objective_path_id "objective_path_id" true true false 65536 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,objective_path_id,0,65535;Type "Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Location</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CopyMultiple "\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass" \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb Routes_1 "Routes FeatureClass Routes_1 #" Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_1 \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting FeatureClass Snap Routes_Meeting "Routes_Meeting END '10 Feet'" DeleteField Routes_Meeting objective_path_id DELETE_FIELDS UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Link_Dir</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> DeleteField Routes_Meeting id DELETE_FIELDS UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>MultiDir</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> DeleteField Routes_Meeting Link_Dir DELETE_FIELDS Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting_Simplified FeatureClass UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting_Simplified</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Remove</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>RemoveComment</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting_Simplified</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Status</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting_Simplified \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass Append 'AGOL Routes' Routes NO_TEST "name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,name,0,254;Type "Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Type,0,254;Location "Location" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Location,0,254;MultiDir "MultiDir" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,MultiDir,0,254;Remove "Remove" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Remove,0,254;RemoveComment "RemoveComment" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,RemoveComment,0,254;Status "Status" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,AGOL Routes,Version,0,254" # # # NOT_UPDATE_GEOMETRY NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS USE_FEATURE_SERVICE_MODE CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "R", "E") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "L", "W") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "M", "C") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "C", "M") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_BSSH FeatureClass UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_BSSH</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>GIS_Length</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateGeometryAttributes Routes "GIS_Length LENGTH" MILES_US # PROJCS["NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1640416.666666667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-99.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Foot_US",0.3048006096012192]] SAME_AS_INPUT Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_BSSH \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass CalculateField "Routes HB" name SequentialNumber() PYTHON3 "# Calculates a sequential number
# More calculator examples at esriurl.com/CalculatorExamples
rec=0
def SequentialNumber():
    global rec
    pStart = 1
    pInterval = 1
    if (rec == 0):
        rec = pStart
    else:
        rec = rec + pInterval
    return rec" TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "Routes HB" name ""HB-" + $feature.name" ARCADE "# Calculates a sequential number
# More calculator examples at esriurl.com/CalculatorExamples
rec=0
def SequentialNumber():
    global rec
    pStart = 1
    pInterval = 1
    if (rec == 0):
        rec = pStart
    else:
        rec = rec + pInterval
    return rec" TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS ExportFeatures "Routes  BSSH" \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.shp # NOT_USE_ALIAS "name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,name,0,254;Location "Location" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,Location,0,254;GIS_Length "GIS_Length" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,GIS_Length,-1,-1" # DeleteField Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 name DELETE_FIELDS 20260429 14530500 20260429 14530500  Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 26100) ; Esri ArcGIS 13.5.5.57366     Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429          Shapefile  0.000   dataset     EPSG 7.4.5(9.3.0.0)      0      Simple  FALSE 0 FALSE TRUE    Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 Feature Class 0  FID FID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. Esri  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  Shape Shape Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. Esri  Coordinates defining the features.  name name String 254 0 0  Location Location String 254 0 0  GIS_Length GIS_Length Double 19 0 0 20260429
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From: Rohlck, Thomas R
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Mayer, Michael; Hanley, Jennifer; Brazeal, Alex; Olson, Nicholas A.; Steingaard, Craig L.
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSHB - Routes and WMD Wetland Boundaries
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 10:08:10 AM
Attachments: FWS Protected Wetland Areas_Ottertail Power Project.zip

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Jill!

I have attached the shapefile for the protected wetland areas. Let me know if it doesn't
work. 

Thanks!

Thomas Rohlck
Realty Specialist
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Huron Wetlands Acquisitions Office
Lake Andes, South Dakota
(605) 461-0755

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B
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			CMPXNAME			ORGNAME			ORGCODE			MGMTCODE			IFWS			LIT			INTTYPE1			INTTYPE2			TRACTNO			INTIDNO			RELICODE			RSL_TYPE			FWSREGION			LM_VIEW			CreatedBy			CreatedDat			ModifiedBy			ModifiedDa			Year_Acc			Covered_WP			Pre76			State			GlobalID			created_da			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			10X			607.10X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1962						Yes			SD			{3a8a9b26-6134-48d2-9a71-854afa446a10}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			21X			607.21X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1966						Yes			SD			{b90b3832-20ec-4199-b5b4-95d05698f12d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			22X			607.22X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1966						Yes			SD			{52666e4e-5416-47e7-ae45-0d138ef638ae}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			23X			607.23X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1966						Yes			SD			{dcfaa9bb-c412-4c28-b3ec-9920a9921afe}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			47X			607.47X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1966						Yes			SD			{a7546785-4cd4-4bf6-a23d-60a4f5e6879f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			49X			607.49X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1966						Yes			SD			{70cd3e2a-2c7d-47cb-9213-0ffcd94bac16}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			52X			607.52X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1967						Yes			SD			{c794eb85-1014-49b6-9bd8-f2b42966c103}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			75X			607.75X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{cb2aa412-0cee-4b75-8ffa-1724445960c7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			79X			607.79X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{6c558e2c-c226-4754-8916-764afb99b684}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			81X			607.81X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{4c4da20c-9a64-43d9-9f44-c6252fe17b06}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			105X,1			617.105X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{3df4d23b-d7fc-49e8-8f7e-b3f160d2f04a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			110X,1			617.110X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{72a5ca22-71fe-4dad-a5fa-6883e025a766}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			111X,1			617.111X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{cf4c379c-1183-42b2-a3b3-c32c683b1565}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			112X			617.112X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{b2c81bf4-0d63-47ba-a425-701125077b39}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			113X-1,2			617.113X-1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{26d8456d-4391-49df-9694-b441fb7e7737}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			11X			617.11X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{3e994215-5e6d-4e8f-9d52-68dd49b0ea84}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			137X			617.137X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1968						Yes			SD			{ce48a434-27a3-48f5-8a16-01c58b4a9e49}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			139X,1			617.139X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1969						Yes			SD			{faf19e47-7b9a-4ccd-a389-35f599460cbb}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			13X,1			617.13X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{b9a82f83-51b7-45b1-b350-292024ef8fac}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			144X			617.144X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{420c49a0-0176-470e-befe-1d1452fd09f1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			145X,1			617.145X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{a361036e-7286-46c8-a257-bc09ad45fc4b}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			146X			617.146X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1969						Yes			SD			{3d83d7a7-238e-4399-90c5-26dc0b0c77d7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			147X,1			617.147X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{7721dcf7-2f81-40d6-8617-de38ab00b360}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			148X			617.148X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{bd700c82-f30c-42b1-9583-fdffb55004e3}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			149X,1			617.149X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{f7fb63c8-15bd-4c39-a7a6-f2aaa14bde36}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			14X			617.14X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{c4ddbfd5-9aff-4636-810f-028b766f4efd}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			151X,1			617.151X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{c4888dc8-c193-42ef-bce2-507ef9572786}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			152X			617.152X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{2bfe5673-5fa1-450c-97ff-f6e11d4fa97a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			153X			617.153X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{0393d399-52ef-4cd1-b13e-bff53f2c041f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			154X			617.154X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{dbf13d9f-8a83-4d59-b3b4-46c98d53b37f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			157X,1			617.157X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{b2a8d476-f641-4403-93a3-f3ea991df6f1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			158X			617.158X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{002afcbe-cf1c-47d0-b3bb-9ad58c56ac50}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			15X			617.15X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{79ec9f04-ec32-4743-8596-5121a099644a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			160X,1			617.160X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{927acaa1-ea08-4fda-922f-da02fac9f2cc}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			16X			617.16X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{42e5f38a-ac5d-4273-93fa-ea07ad8d9773}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			170X,1			617.170X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{555fc907-5b4e-4b33-9828-24b0c6f93d10}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			174X			617.174X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{21cafaa7-6b6b-4806-9649-cf4d385acac1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			176X			617.176X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{7063d20e-99a2-44d5-9b12-86ceeab523cd}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			177X			617.177X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{582e3027-9336-49cd-bd32-2190dcd16e9a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			178X			617.178X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{ebc76abd-68da-42d6-9167-0e3ea6510974}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			179X			617.179X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{fadf94cb-4cb3-46b5-bcbc-002427b56a02}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			180X,1,2			617.180X,1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{3613b5bb-fa4b-4f02-a0aa-884f29e5c797}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			182X,1,2			617.182X,1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{0057a6a6-5cf9-488f-bf40-efd979c4b2ff}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			183X			617.183X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{c0beb066-eda2-4316-b5c8-99019d78ce07}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			184X,1-6			617.184X,1-6			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{b51ab7ed-a2c7-40f5-bafa-859d132fbc32}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			188X,1			617.188X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{41a810ac-3636-440b-8607-8698dde95d3b}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			189X			617.189X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{3db12322-c1cf-4437-a1a3-808190de1a02}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			18X			617.18X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{88e76558-8d4c-4d83-b4c6-6c2c4d7a4fb7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			190X			617.190X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{7289200f-fd15-40e5-b05e-dff3490e0cd6}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			191X			617.191X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{d3f14d0f-601b-41b7-b640-dcb142bf2889}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			192X			617.192X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{b560c3f2-05ad-4b35-b046-e240d50714ca}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			193X			617.193X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{2160347c-1150-47ef-a2c0-3dfa3d56e276}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			194X			617.194X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{a5eb83eb-74cb-4e8f-a4a0-1b5045d613c1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			196X			617.196X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{3d76a709-8d27-463b-a159-e2a22e86cdf1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			199X			617.199X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1971						Yes			SD			{c98ce516-92f6-480b-9b6e-5be945176c0b}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			19X,1,2			617.19X,1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{be651e2e-7cb7-46e4-953e-2b6e48f2eb11}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			201X,1			617.201X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{0c35ee38-8a36-4f97-9da6-2ac94e88c27e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			205X,1			617.205X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{cd35a79e-95c0-4435-bdd2-1d0b9545db37}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			212X			617.212X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{10076f8a-4647-4769-ba95-4e8695e73b71}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			213X,1,2			617.213X,1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{171594c3-c672-4a2e-9378-42f0a6f37c47}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			215X			617.215X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{16fbff62-321c-4a80-82f3-d8aecdc0dbca}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			216X			617.216X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{d242a451-1da4-4298-b00d-f9c31366c7d3}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			220X			617.220X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{b7372c94-17d2-463d-b516-cd2f7c1f405d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			221X			617.221X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{fa474587-861d-4213-8e9e-0407d25cabef}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			223X			617.223X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{8c470eee-f11b-4156-ab7e-292b9943d507}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			225X			617.225X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{e882c445-74f4-44f8-82cd-46f55e12b839}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			227X			617.227X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{8c9fbe7d-0734-45ce-b709-51288ac91c97}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			228X,1			617.228X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{bd5eef12-39f7-4e8d-8af5-9c3921c2785d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			229X			617.229X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{eaac60d5-7b6b-40e7-9cfd-2f2beeda90e7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			230X			617.230X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{aef34300-937e-46af-9046-7c02b6082672}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			231X			617.231X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{aeddc088-b806-4e8f-b342-474bfb54642a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			232X			617.232X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{bc3abb74-b9d0-4c98-a784-8a04347df9c0}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			233X			617.233X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{ef4da609-783d-452d-9104-fc48a93d44cd}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			234X			617.234X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{0c0fe1e6-659c-4897-a737-87f259f57a29}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			235X			617.235X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1972						Yes			SD			{47a64bbf-b7b4-49f5-a300-d13e7c4f0573}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			237X,1			617.237X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1973						Yes			SD			{9268a983-aa9b-4ac8-b42f-573fbcd7459e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			238X			617.238X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1973						Yes			SD			{154ac73b-f2c1-474d-9861-703f130bc91c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			239X			617.239X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1973						Yes			SD			{fadc6b58-4c89-41b2-b1be-a06c20794ab7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			240X,1			617.240X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1973						Yes			SD			{96b50827-a711-44cc-8905-16d601f05cb9}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			241X			617.241X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1973						Yes			SD			{2478522c-bb87-4a75-be04-48699179299c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			25X,1			617.25X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{a2e59556-7637-4cc9-9b79-35ca90cffca6}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			27X,1			617.27X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{3f4baff0-987f-4e45-83d6-ba25e324266e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			28X			617.28X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1963						Yes			SD			{e441b7c3-e2c6-48a5-8100-59cd3994a30c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			33X			617.33X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1964						Yes			SD			{50649ea9-dee6-4464-9085-4da9738c0b76}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			35X			617.35X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1964						Yes			SD			{f45a5cea-d266-4464-9c08-646985b3ea6c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			44X			617.44X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1970						Yes			SD			{e5c62077-87bf-4ff4-98c5-e43c901818ef}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			49X-1,2			617.49X-1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1964						Yes			SD			{d8c477e9-e15e-4303-85f8-ef515be1dc73}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			61X			617.61X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{49e3e114-15a2-4281-8e30-c1d023e62af8}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			64X			617.64X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{4301ce4f-5a3f-46a2-a4ae-634ae2aa3da0}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			69X			617.69X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{f6c3b0b4-1c86-467b-bec6-de303f72c6cd}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			93X			617.93X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{a6e81bb1-d71d-4bf7-be33-3172748560e7}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			95X,1			617.95X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1965						Yes			SD			{b82c163c-44e1-491d-9d06-cafed416c760}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			114X,1			607.114X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1976						No			SD			{d55298b7-df37-4dec-9aff-57aca03022db}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			137X			607.137X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{352e4842-5095-4a9e-91e3-a48038a1fb49}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			141X,1			607.141X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1983						No			SD			{cede5827-d453-4f87-bd84-7944817f056c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			143X			607.143X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1985						No			SD			{a2255990-8ae4-46c1-81dd-a36c4788513a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			147X,1			607.147X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1986						No			SD			{6a313d83-c357-480c-b397-752e23f4968e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			149X-2			617.149X-2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{bf52ad2e-c68a-443c-a052-f366ac06596f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			154X			607.154X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1993						No			SD			{2b704562-13b6-47e7-ab99-f15a16dbe90f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			GRANT COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			607			WGT			E			X			201X			607.201X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			2002						No			SD			{35a9af1f-9f5c-4221-80d7-455b2d2ec4f1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			246X			617.246X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{2d566115-f22b-49ec-aaff-b2a7c1ef4e40}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			247X			617.247X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{3876e8e5-1f88-4f7a-a89b-28b60e0711f5}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			248X			617.248X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{3241acc4-aac0-417e-8853-ba7a1f0b0b12}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			249X			617.249X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{7ac67785-1752-4c52-8b4a-9d75b4d17e5d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			250X			617.250X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{c18d4e70-b697-425f-ac5c-a19bec0015fe}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			251X			617.251X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{0b5d5d5d-dad5-4da7-8296-2dc38051d1d0}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			252X			617.252X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{6dba822a-2d51-4bd2-9b33-d994804c3863}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			253X			617.253X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{db0ad230-f9a5-4635-80ca-0da0f716501b}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			254X			617.254X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{67604c75-ecac-4baa-9481-f961924d050e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			255X,1,2			617.255X,1,2			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{162750d4-118b-4ea8-8f2c-5f144b97fb02}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			256X,1			617.256X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{adcd9f0c-a75a-492e-a570-8fcab23b1a2d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			257X			617.257X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{ebb257a6-887d-4972-8d0f-a099ef3fbf50}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			258X,1			617.258X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1977						No			SD			{c40d4a01-7fb3-4f3b-9e30-1599a3387d62}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			259X,1			617.259X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1987						No			SD			{fafe58b6-c2db-4b62-b738-576d8f031b17}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			261X			617.261X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{4c3b13c3-caa1-43ca-9048-4bdd92ee5c5f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			262X			617.262X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{78b6c71f-25e4-455f-9dbe-5b5fb72bd97d}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			263X			617.263X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{efc10ac2-c64b-4a4b-bc87-a46d7b1b494a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			264X			617.264X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{4c1e2526-6420-43c9-bbe4-029fca69780e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			265X			617.265X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{c6c06908-41b2-49de-bcb0-dfbd3cd8edb0}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			266X			617.266X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{da01c116-6314-431b-9415-7da14771ed3e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			267X			617.267X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{633c1e81-72cb-41c6-a93f-4148a109474a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			268X			617.268X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{aef2b824-63fc-40e2-be33-ff71a35d18fd}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			270X,1			617.270X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{c9185766-de88-4898-8f48-c2254e1bf038}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			271X,1			617.271X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{6de282b9-9724-4ce8-93c4-2ba2f0e48e34}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			277X			617.277X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{8e185312-4603-4c54-a6cc-757aef7f8461}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			278X			617.278X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{be776753-8f7b-4ff1-851a-62566434a2a3}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			281X			617.281X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{e41e779e-68ff-45cd-9887-19af4cbc8528}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			287X			617.287X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1978						No			SD			{d4e80a21-2075-4efb-8c68-08bbfa951c85}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			287X-1			617.287X-1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1988						No			SD			{965b4f03-ebbd-4395-a09f-32544a46c599}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			288X			617.288X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{9fcb0983-a31f-431d-8bbb-b8a5664f2c6a}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			290X			617.290X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{276968a8-5bf3-450f-914e-3c261953c24f}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			291X			617.291X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{d03f859e-917f-4c1b-a719-1f44b044d063}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			294X			617.294X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{2f35ef61-a82f-4fac-b413-42b8f2dd62b1}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			296X			617.296X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{ccc5647b-cf1d-4bce-8445-e4e052ee8bab}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			306X			617.306X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{70910f32-6451-43b6-8347-67eae8319b2e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			314X,1			617.314X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1980						No			SD			{a5b2663a-c0ff-40bf-a945-5a701b42713e}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			320X			617.320X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{e1294126-6fcb-49eb-a1cf-fd74abc992c5}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			321X,1			617.321X,1			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{071593ce-48c8-461b-b044-e995a55d25da}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			322X			617.322X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{cd41e553-7c21-4f31-92c2-156bcfbffe6c}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			327X			617.327X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{96bd619f-5d2a-455d-ba5c-5367e6421fda}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			331X			617.331X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1981						No			SD			{9c67d518-d4db-4c4b-b07b-8c37b983e3e5}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			342X			617.342X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1982						No			SD			{a3ea71c0-7ac6-4d92-ac8c-bf16688568c9}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			343X			617.343X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1983						No			SD			{ba3e56e4-45d2-4cc3-81e7-a07d01f6271b}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			344X			617.344X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1982						No			SD			{461d0298-3b76-4434-be14-0f74180a5262}			01/21/2026


			WAUBAY WETLAND MANAGEMENT DISTRICT			ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA			64591			64590			617			WRO			E			X			345X			617.345X			S1			WPA			6			Yes			R6			04/21/2020			R6			04/21/2020			1987						No			SD			{bf1140f7-2827-4092-bb44-f0b01cdb3a85}			01/21/2026
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Transmission Line Project.

Hello,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop,
construct, and operate a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending
from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through
the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, terminating at the Bison
Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota (Project). The Project is part of the Joint
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System
Operator (MISO) and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission
network upgrades along the MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator
interconnections. The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV
transmission line located in South Dakota and North Dakota. The North Dakota portion
would be approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and
Cass County.

Previously we have sent correspondence via mail and email and on May 4, 2026, we had
the opportunity to meet with Daniel Kim to discuss the Project. In our meeting, Daniel
mentioned that he may be a reviewer working with us for the entire project and not only
the South Dakota portion. However, we agreed that it would be best to coordinate with
you and your office as well.

Is there a day and time that matches the below schedule where you and your team
would have availability to meet and discuss the project?

5/29 9:00-10:00  or after 3:00 

6/1 10:30-3:30   
6/2   10:00-11:00 & 1:00-3:30
6/3   11:00-12:00 & 2:00-3:30

From: Brazeal, Alex <Alex.Brazeal@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 8:42 AM
To: Toso, Luke B <luke_toso@fws.gov>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Swiontek, Katie Jo. <knelson@otpco.com>;
Mayer, Michael <Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com>;
Rust, Jill <jill.rust@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request for Coordination - Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV
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6/4 10:00-11:00   

6/5   after 11:00

Sincerely,

Alex T. Brazeal
Environmental Project Manager
HDR
3231 Greensboro Drive, Suite 200
Bismarck, ND 58503
C 701.934.7830
D 701.557.9731

alex.brazeal@hdrinc.com
hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From:Toso, Luke B
To:Brazeal, Alex
Cc:Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Mayer, Michael; Hanley, Jennifer; Rust, Jill
Subject:Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Coordination - Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line

Project.
Date:Friday, May 29, 2026 11:05:02 AM
Attachments:Outlook-v4tlghag.png

You don't often get email from luke_toso@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Alex -

Thanks for the note, and appreciate being looped in. Dan would be lead for this work across
both North and South Dakota, and his comments in SD should also apply to the ND portion. If
necessary, I'm available to meet next Tuesday from 1-130 if there's a desire to discuss in more
detail. 

Thank you,

Luke
____________________________
Luke Toso
Acting Field Supervisor
ND/SD Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Text or Call: 720-793-6797
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota Association 
of Conservation Districts 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter. 
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January 15, 2026 

South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts 
116 N Euclid Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards defining a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 

Your comments on soil conservation, erosion control, and any other resource protection measures that 
may be relevant would be greatly appreciated. If there are specific conservation practices or 
recommendations that should be considered during construction and restoration, we ask for your 
guidance. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your 
input will help develop a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts 
and complies with applicable laws. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
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101 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural 
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01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

08/11/2026 Email 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

HDR 
Response to Request for Input – 
Facility Notification Letter; No Record 
of Letter 

08/11/2026 Email HDR 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

Resubmission of Facility Notification 
Letter and Request for Feedback 

08/11/2026 Email 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

HDR 
Request for Public Records Request 
Portal Submission 

08/14/2026 Email HDR 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

Confirmation of Public Records 
Request Portal Submission 

8/28/2026 Letter 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

HDR 

Environmental Review – Request for 
Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson 
to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line 
Project 
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January 15, 2026 

Hunter Roberts 
Department Secretary 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
523 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Roberts, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. Structures would primarily consist of steel 
monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and expansions at the Big Stone South, 
Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the 
line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify opportunities and constraints as we 
move towards defining a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within or adjacent 
to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate being made 
aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors in addition 
to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  

Additionally, we request your agency’s input regarding permitting requirements and environmental 
considerations under your jurisdiction for the South Dakota portion of the Project. Specifically, we seek 
guidance on stormwater management and erosion control requirements, including compliance with the 
South Dakota General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities. Please 
advise if water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act will be required for any 
stream or wetland crossings, and whether additional coordination is necessary for activities in floodplain 
areas. 
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January 15, 2026 

We also request your recommendations for best practices to minimize impacts to wetlands, riparian 
areas, and other sensitive water resources during construction. If there are specific standards or 
guidelines for sediment and erosion control, revegetation, or dewatering activities that should be 
incorporated into the Project’s plans, please provide those details. Your input will help ensure that the 
Project complies with state environmental regulations and avoids or minimizes impacts on aquatic 
habitats. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 

Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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Sean Kruger
Water Quality Standards
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 E. Capitol Ave. Pierre, SD 57501
danr.sd.gov

You don't often get email from sean.kruger@state.sd.us. Learn why this is important

From: Kruger, Sean <Sean.Kruger@state.sd.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 1:25 PM
To: Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>; Smith, Jamison <Jamison.Smith@state.sd.us>
Subject: Environmental Assessment

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Jamison,

Jennifer indicated they sent a letter in January. They didn’t get anything back from us, and I
don’t see any record of them in the folder. I think she going to send a new request.
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From: Hanley, Jennifer
To: Kruger, Sean; Smith, Jamison
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Raine, Katie; Brazeal, Alex; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 1:33:15 PM
Attachments: OTP_BSSHB_AgencyLetter_SDDANR.pdf

Facility Location.jpg

Thank you for connecting Sean!

Jamison,

I’ve attached the letter that was sent on January 15, 2026. We are looking for feedback
on a 345kV transmission line that will go from the Big Stone South substation in Big
Stone City, SD to Hankinson, ND. Since this mailing we have narrowed down to a single
route (see the Facility Location map attached) and plan to file our Facility Permit
Application with the SD PUC in early September.

We were/are looking for feedback from SD DANR on the route. Please let me know if you
like to set up a call to discuss the project or if you if you have any questions.

Jen

Jennifer Hanley, PE*
D 701.353.6139

hdrinc.com/follow-us

*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX
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January 15, 2026 


 
  


Hunter Roberts 
Department Secretary 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
523 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 


Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 


Dear Mr. Roberts, 


Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 


The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. Structures would primarily consist of steel 
monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and expansions at the Big Stone South, 
Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2030, with the 
line expected to be energized by 2034. 


The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 


We request your review of the Project study area to help identify opportunities and constraints as we 
move towards defining a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within or adjacent 
to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate being made 
aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors in addition 
to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  


Additionally, we request your agency’s input regarding permitting requirements and environmental 
considerations under your jurisdiction for the South Dakota portion of the Project. Specifically, we seek 
guidance on stormwater management and erosion control requirements, including compliance with the 
South Dakota General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities. Please 
advise if water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act will be required for any 
stream or wetland crossings, and whether additional coordination is necessary for activities in floodplain 
areas. 







January 15, 2026 


 
  


We also request your recommendations for best practices to minimize impacts to wetlands, riparian 
areas, and other sensitive water resources during construction. If there are specific standards or 
guidelines for sediment and erosion control, revegetation, or dewatering activities that should be 
incorporated into the Project’s plans, please provide those details. Your input will help ensure that the 
Project complies with state environmental regulations and avoids or minimizes impacts on aquatic 
habitats. 


Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. 


Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 
 
Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 


Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 


Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 



mailto:Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com





January 15, 2026 
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From: Smith, Jamison
To: Hanley, Jennifer; Kruger, Sean
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Raine, Katie; Brazeal, Alex; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 1:50:54 PM
Attachments: Public Portal Submittal Presentation.pptx

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Jennifer,

Requests for comments on projects such as this must now be submitted through the
Public Records Request Portal. I’ve attached a PowerPoint tutorial to walk you through
the process, and you will need to create a ‘my SD’ account if you do not already have
one. Once a request is made you will have to exit out of the confirmation page and re-
access from the dashboard to add attachments. If the request is submitted this week, I
should be able to send a response letter by the end of the month (our programs are
usually given a few weeks to provide all of their responses). If you would like this request
to be expedited, please let me know.

Here is a link to the records request page: https://www.sd.gov/cs?
id=cs_guided_cat_item&sys_id=f7f939eddbd4b150b2fb93d4f39619c0

Thanks,
Jamison

Jamison Smith| Environmental Scientist I
Inspection, Compliance, and Remediation
Program
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural
Resources
523 East Capitol Ave. Pierre, SD 57501
Office: 605.773.3296 
24-Hour Spill Reporting: 605.773.3231
Spills Reporting Info
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Environmental Assessment & Records request:
 Portal Submission





Create an Account



Go to SD.Gov

Click the mySD log in button











Continue Creating an Account



Fill out the information on the form & click continue











Add a phone number for verification	

Add a work or personal cell, you will want regular access to this because every time you sign in you will be asked to enter a verification code.













Search “public records request”









Click “View Details”









Click “Submit Record Request”









Fill out the request fillable form 

This is a general overview of the project and does not allow for attachments or details. 

Agency “Dept of Ag and Natural Resources”

Click “submit”









Request Confirmation

View your request after submission by clicking “view request”

An automated email will be sent confirming your request













Adding Attachments

Open your record request and select the paperclip to upload the attachment









In your email Inbox…

After the DANR team opens & assigns the request, you will be sent a response via comment to verify submission was received or request clarifying information. 

An average request response is 30 days for a complete Environmental Assessment.

If DANR does not receive the requested clarity within ten business days, this request will be considered withdrawn and no further action will be required by the department pursuant to SDCL 1-27-37(3).







Re-Logging In





Click Log In









Enter your email & password













Enter verification code sent to your cell













Click “my requests”









Contacts



Jamison Smith
Environmental Scientist
Jamison.Smith@state.sd.us 



605-773-3296
DANREA@state.sd.us 









image1.jpeg







image2.png

login

ke

Welcome to the official site for the State of South Dakota







image3.png

Shuiute.

New Password
Confirm New Password
First Name

Last Name

Street Address

city

State

Zip Code

Country







image4.png

Country Code

United States (+1)

Phone Number
Please enter a valid phone number

Phone number







image5.png

> South Dakota Official State Hor -~ X =+

< C O @& sdgov/cs Q 9 2 % » 0O 2 :

|5} State of South Dakota E SD_Environmental... NI NPIRS @ Pesticide Producta.. @ USEPA-Label Revi.. ¥ ALSTAR @ DANR @ 2586 MinRisk Con.. @ Basecamp » | [} All Bookmarks

My Requests . Macy Jo Peterson

Popular Services







image6.png

v - 0O X
- Public Records Request Search X 4

< C Y @& sdgov/cs?id=search&spa=18q=Public%20Records%20Request Q 9 v % » 0O & :

il State of South Dakota K SD_Environmental.. |[N| NPIRS @ Pesticide Producta.. @ USEPA-LabelRevi.. ¥ ALSTAR @ DANR @ 25B6MinRisk Con.. @ Basecamp » | [} All Bookmarks

My Requests (@) Macy Jo Peterson

i Dakoias

e o Online Services  Government Business Jobs Travel News Contact

Home » Search Public Records Request Q
Sources All results for "Public Records Request"
All
Services Public Records Request
My Requests Public Records Re
quest
Information View Details
Resources
Phone Book
FILTERS . )
Public Safety General Information
services (Clear Al - The Department of Public Safety is comprized of 15 agencies View Details
Catal Wi responsible for keeping South Dakota a safe place to live, work, visit &
atalog > raise a family. How can the department of Public Safety serve you?
Category » Apply|
Archives
Information ‘M‘ The South Dakota State Archives collects, preserves, and provides . il
access to records documenting the history of South Dakota and its View Details
Knowledge Base » people.

Author »

PR (Anniul Conntv Recorde






image7.png

= Public Records Request - Citizer X =+

< C O @ sdgov/cs?id=sc_cat item&sys_id={7f939eddbd4b150b2fb93d4f39619c0 Q 9 » % ® 0O 2

|5} State of South Dakota ¥ SD_Environmental... NI NPIRS @ Pesticide Producta.. @ USEPA-Label Revi.. ¥ ALSTAR @ DANR @ 25B 6 MinRisk Con.. @ Basecamp

[} All Bookmark:

My Requests (@) Macy Jo Peterson

Online Services  Government Business Jobs Travel News Contact

> Public Records Request

Public Records Request

Public Records Request

Submit Record Request

Overview

Welcome to the South Dakota Public Records Request Portal. Please direct all open record request inquiries here. Select the agency to direct your
inquiry to and a brief description of the requested record(s). The agency will respond within ten (10) business days. Open Records procedures are
located in SDCL Ch. 1-27.






image8.png

SII{}MM Online Services ~ Government  Business Jobs Travel News Contact

Home 3 Public Records Request Overview > Public Records Request

Public Records Request

* Indicates required

*Eirstname

MacyJo

Middle name

*Lastname

Peterson

*Email

Macyjo Peterson@outlook com

Phone Number

*What agency do you need records from?

*What specific record are you requesting for disclosure?

P—

Required information : Click to focus on missing information.

Wiat agency doyou need recordsfrom? | Winatspecic record areyou requesting fo disclosure?






image9.png

Online Services ~ Government  Business Jobs Travel News Contac

Home > Public Records Request

Public Records Request

Request Confirmation

Thenk you for submiting request PUBRECREQODO1284






image10.png

Online Services ~ Government

Public Records Request

PUBRECREQO001284 | New

Details

Opened Taskype

1112212023 08:58:20 GOV~ Governor's Offce Request
hctiry Amschments

No readable comment field

Business

Jobs

Travel News Contact

Generate PDF[3

Updated
1172212023 08:58:22







image11.png

PUBRECREQU001284.

Public Records Request

PUBRECREQU001284

Details

Opened
1172212023 08:58:20

Activity  Amtachments

Taskiype
GOV - Governor's Office Request

PDF Summary

Updated
11/06/2024 09:50:46

Type your message here..

I —~







image12.png

. SD.gov Portal <contactus@sd.gov> “ &« o

To: Macylo.Peterson@outlook.com Wed 22/11/2023 08:58

Thank you for your formal public records request. A public record
officer will respond to your request within ten (10) business days
pursuant to SDCL 1-27-37(1).

Please click here to access your request.

PUBRECREQ0001284

Ref:MSG0605516_QoD1tBqTvseZjYRMto3

Thank you. | look forward to hearing from you.

(T you oryourconrmation. ) e’ weinomaton. )

“ Reply > Forward






image13.png

login

ot

Welcome to the official site for the State of South Dakota






image14.png

1£y0u already have 3 mySD account, you can use your
existing account nfo to log

Don't have an account? A mySD account willlet you access
State of South Dakots services using 3 single usemarne ang

passwors

1fyou have trouble logging in, visit the mySD and Citizen
Portal Login Help page or cal 605-773-3011 for assistance.

Enter email address to login







image15.png

Macylo Peterson@outiook.com

Password

Forgot your password?

Don't have an account? ~Sign up now







image16.png

Clve






image17.png







image18.png















From: Hanley, Jennifer
To: Smith, Jamison; Kruger, Sean
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Parker, Amber; Raine, Katie; Brazeal, Alex; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment
Date: Friday, August 14, 2026 4:38:22 PM

Jamison,

I have entered the project request and the reference number is PUBRECREQ0006583.
Please let me know if you need any additional information. I could send shapefiles if that
helps expedite your review.

Jen

Jennifer Hanley, PE*
D 701.353.6139

hdrinc.com/follow-us

*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX
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DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE
and NATURAL RESOURCES 

JOE FOSS BUILDING 
523 E CAPITOL AVE 

PIERRE SD 57501-3182 
danr.sd.gov 

August 28, 2026 

Jennifer Hanley 
HDR Inc. 
South Dakota Citizens Portal 
Record Request Number: PUBRECREQ0006583 

Subject: Environmental Review – Request for Input – Big Stone South to 
Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Hanley: 

The South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources (DANR) has 
reviewed the above-referenced project for potential impacts to natural resources. Based 
on the information submitted, DANR has the following comments and permitting 
requirements.  

Air Quality 
This project is unlikely to have adverse impacts to air quality in the area. Should the 
parameters of the project change, please reach out to Tanner Turk at 
Tanner.Turk@state.sd.us or (605) 773-3151. 

Drinking Water 
This project will not have adverse environmental effects to drinking water in this area. 
Should the parameters of your project change, please reach out to Eric Fuehrer at (605) 
394-6745 or Eric.Fuehrer@state.sd.us.

Forestry 
Resource Conservation & Forestry (RCF) has reviewed your request and has the 
following comments: 

Construction can have detrimental effects to surrounding trees if no protective 
measures are taken. Special construction measures may have to be taken to preserve 
and protect tree health by avoiding damage to tree roots, stems, or branches. 

At a minimum the storage of equipment, machinery, or trucks under or against a tree 
should be avoided. 

Barriers or sturdy fencing should be placed around trees that will remain on site 
following construction.  Barriers should be placed a minimum of 1 foot radius from the 
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base of the tree’s trunk for every 1 inch in diameter measured 4.5 feet above the 
ground.  This will protect against soil compaction, alteration of the natural soil level 
under the live canopy and any damage from occurring to the trunk of the tree. 

Eighty-five to ninety percent of a tree’s root system lies within the top 6-12 inches of soil 
extending out one to one and a half times the height of the tree. Trenching through this 
critical root zone could severely destabilize a tree and adversely affect its health. 
Tunneling under or around the root system is much less damaging and encouraged.  

Trees often do not die immediately following construction damage but can decline over 
several months/years. A tree that sustains damage meeting or exceeding the following 
limits must be removed and, if conditions allow, replaced to maintain the canopy and 
ecosystem benefits of tree cover: 

a. The top or main stem of the tree is broken.
b. The live crown of the tree is reduced below 30 percent.
c. More than 1/3 of the circumference of a tree’s main root system (a root 4

inches in diameter or larger) is injured such that the cambium layer (living
tissue) is exposed.

d. More than 1/3 of tree’s total root system is severed or torn.
e. More than 1/3 of the circumference of the trunk’s cambium layer exposed.

For a list of suitable replacement trees or if you have any questions, please contact 
Amanda Morrison at Amanda.morrison@state.sd.us or (605) 394-2279. 

Groundwater 
This project is unlikely to have adverse effects on ground water quality. Should the 
parameters of your project change, please reach out to Matt Hicks at (605) 773-5337 or 
Matt.Hicks@state.sd.us. If this project impacts tribal lands, DANR recommends you 
also consult the tribe’s environmental coordinator for any additional conditions. 

Solid and Hazardous Waste 
It appears, based on the information provided, there is no solid waste information 
available for the described project area. If any solid waste is generated that will not be 
reused in some beneficial manner, it must be disposed or managed at a permitted solid 
waste facility. Regional landfills able to accept all solid waste generated are listed on 
our website: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/bd93e05a265c449d99a571e1d19c82d4. Only 
Regional landfills are permitted to accept all wastes generated. If you have any 
questions, please contact Waste Management at (605) 773-3153. 

It is not expected that any hazardous wastes sites will be encountered within the vicinity 
of your project area. However, if road construction is planned for areas within a city or 
town, the contractor should contact this Department prior to construction. Should any 
hazardous waste be generated during the implementation of this project, the generator 
must abide by all applicable hazardous waste regulations.  

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

mailto:Amanda.morrison@state.sd.us
mailto:Amanda.morrison@state.sd.us
mailto:Matt.Hicks@state.sd.us
mailto:Matt.Hicks@state.sd.us
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/bd93e05a265c449d99a571e1d19c82d4
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/bd93e05a265c449d99a571e1d19c82d4


To determine whether your project may generate hazardous waste, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/ managing-your-hazardous-waste-guide-small-
businesses. If you have any questions, please contact the Waste Management Program 
at (605) 773-3153.  

Demolition or renovation of a building structure may be subject to the South Dakota 
asbestos requirements. If the scope of the project changes to include demolition or 
renovation, please contact the Asbestos Program at DANR.Asbestos@state.sd.us or 
(605) 773-3153.

Surface Water 
All surface waters are considered waters of the State and are protected under ARSD 
74:51:01. This includes all rivers, streams, lakes, and wetlands regardless of federal 
waters of the United States jurisdictional status. Any project proposing to impact, alter, 
use, or discharge any substance including fill materials must contact the Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources prior to engaging in the proposed activity. 

The project work will cross the North Fork of the Whetstone River and the Jorgensen 
River. These waterbodies are classified by the South Dakota Surface Water Quality 
Standards and Uses Assigned to Streams for the following beneficial uses: (6) 
Warmwater marginal fish life propagation waters; (8) Limited contact recreation waters; 
(9) Fish and wildlife propagation, recreation, and stock watering waters; and 10)
Irrigation waters. Because of these beneficial uses, special construction measures may
have to be taken to ensure that the 30-day average total suspended solids criterion of
150 mg/L and the daily maximum total suspended solids criterion of 263 mg/L are not
violated.

The project work will cross the Little Minnesota River. This waterbody is classified by 
the South Dakota Surface Water Quality Standards and Uses Assigned to Streams for 
the following beneficial uses: (5) Warmwater semipermanent fish life propagation 
waters; (8) Limited contact recreation waters; (9) Fish and wildlife propagation, 
recreation, and stock watering waters; and (10) Irrigation waters. Because of these 
beneficial uses, special construction measures may have to be taken to ensure that the 
30-day average total suspended solids criterion of 90 mg/L and the daily maximum total
suspended solids criterion of 158 mg/L are not violated.

The project work will cross a Big Slough. Ecological assessment work indicates that this 
waterbody supports beneficial uses under South Dakota Surface Water Quality 
Standards and Uses Assigned to Streams for: (6) Warmwater marginal fish life 
propagation waters; (7) Immersion recreation waters; (8) Limited contact recreation 
waters; (9) Fish and wildlife propagation, recreation, and stock watering waters; and 
(10) Irrigation waters. Because of these beneficial uses, special construction measures
may have to be taken to ensure that the 30-day average total suspended solids criterion
of 150 mg/L and the daily maximum total suspended solids criterion of 263 mg/L are not
violated.
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If this project impacts tribal lands, EPA Region 8 may require a NPDES permit for 
stormwater discharges from construction activities (1 acre or larger) or if any 
construction dewatering should occur; contact EPA Region 8 NPDES Staff. DANR 
recommends you contact the proper tribal authorities for any additional conditions. 

At a minimum and regardless of project size, appropriate erosion and sediment control 
measures must be installed to control the discharge of pollutants from the construction 
site. Any construction activity that disturbs an area of one or more acres of land must 
have authorization under the General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated 
with Construction Activities. A Surface Water Discharge permit may be required if any 
construction dewatering should occur because of this project. Contact the Department 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources for additional information or guidance at 1-800-
SDSTORM +1(800) 737-8676 or 
https://danr.sd.gov/OfficeOfWater/SurfaceWaterQuality/default.aspx. 

The discharge of pollutants from any source, including indiscriminate use of fill material, 
may not cause destruction or impairment except where authorized under Section 404 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. Please contact the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers for more information (605) 224-8531. Additionally, please refer to South 
Dakota’s Statewide 401 Water Quality Certification for conditions to Nationwide Permits 
when crossing flowing or classified waters. 
https://danr.sd.gov/OfficeOfWater/SurfaceWaterQuality/docs/DANR_SD_401_Statewide
_Certification.pdf 

Mineral Development 
The Minerals, Mining, and Superfund Program maintains databases of licensed 
construction aggregate mine sites and permitted oil & gas well sites. To find the location 
of construction aggregate mine sites and access related data, please visit 
https://sdgis.sd.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=4096d702a381439ab
b9f42bec307f6bc.  

To find the location of permitted oil & gas wells and access related data, please visit 
https://usd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e54c5063b19c4962956
0a86a7be2eb3d.  

To access the locations of or information pertaining to permitted mining operations, 
regulated mineral exploration areas, or to review the department’s list of known historic 
abandoned mine sites, please contact Roberta Hudson at 605-773-4201 or at 
Roberta.Hudson@state.sd.us. 

Tanks and Spills 
The Inspection, Compliance, and Remediation Program (ICRP) maintains a database of 
registered storage tanks and spills/environmental events, including petroleum and 
chemical releases in South Dakota. For information about currently known petroleum 
storage tanks and spills/environmental events at or surrounding your project area 
(including PDF copies of case files), please review our online database:  
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https://apps.sd.gov/nr42interactivemap. If you have specific questions about a particular 
case file, feel free to contact this office by calling (605) 773-3296. However, if your 
question pertains to a spill/environmental event labeled as a Superfund, CERCLIS, 
FUD, or National Guard case, direct your questions to DANR Superfund Program staff 
at (605) 773-4201. 

ICRP recommends you recheck the online database as your project progresses, to 
ensure you have up to date information about new spills/environmental events or newly 
installed registered tanks at or near your project area. While we do our best to maintain 
accurate information about spills/environmental events and registered tanks, in some 
cases the location information provided to us may have been inaccurate. For this 
reason, if contamination is encountered or if a spill occurs during onsite construction 
activity, that contamination or spill must be reported to DANR at (605) 773-3296 (605-
773-3231 after hours). Contaminated soil that has been excavated should be
segregated from clean soil and sampled to determine disposal requirements.

Please be aware if this project impacts property subject to tribal jurisdiction, state 
records may be incomplete. DANR recommends that you contact the proper tribal 
authorities for additional information. Thank you for providing DANR the opportunity to 
comment on this project. If you have any questions regarding the information provided, 
please contact me at Jamison.Smith@state.sd.us or (605) 773-3296. 

Sincerely, 

Jamison Smith 
Environmental Scientist I 
SD DANR 
Phone: (605) 773-3296 
Email: Jamison.Smith@state.sd.us  
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South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota 
Department of 
Game, Fish, and 
Parks (SDGFP) 

Request for input and notification of the Facility 

01/30/2026 Email HDR SDGFP Meeting request and ERT information questions 

02/03/2026 Email SDGFP HDR Response to meeting request and SDGFP requests 
that the Project be put into ERT 

02/05/2026 Email HDR SDGFP Meeting request timeframe 

02/05/2026 Email SDGFP HDR Meeting request confirmed 

02/18/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, 
and SDGFP 

Facility introduction and approach, environmental 
review, and environmental considerations 

03/26/2026 Email HDR SDGFP Follow-up meeting request 

03/27/2026 Email SDGFP HDR Response to follow-up meeting request 

03/27/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

SDGFP Confirmation of time for follow-up meeting 

04/30/2026 Email HDR SDGFP Shapefiles, KMZs, and meeting agenda sent for 
review before meeting 

05/01/2026 Email SDGFP HDR Response to shapefiles, KMZs, and agenda 

05/04/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, 
and SDGFP 

Facility update, potential species and habitat 
considerations 

05/13/2026 Email HDR SDGFP Request for survey recommendations for Leks 

05/13/2026 Email SDGFP HDR Response to survey recommendations for Leks 

06/12/2026 Email/ 
Letter 

SDGFP HDR Official response letter 

07/16/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

SDGFP State and Federally Protected Species Habitat 
Assessment report for SD  

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



January 15, 2026 

Mandy Pearson, Environmental Review Senior Biologist 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
523 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – South Dakota Portion of Big Stone South to Bison 345 kV Transmission 
Line Project 

Dear Ms. Pearson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Study Area identified within the South Dakota portion of the project to help 
identify opportunities or constraints as we move toward selecting a route. We are particularly interested in 
the list noted below and would also appreciate information on any proposed developments your agency 
may be contemplating within the Study Area to assist our siting analysis and studies.  

• Wetland Locations
• Threatened and Endangered Species
• Refuges
• SDGFP Game Production Areas
• SDGFP Recreation Areas
• Parks
• Land and Water Conservation Funded Properties
• Aquatic Invasive Species
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January 15, 2026 

Please advise if there are specific recommendations for minimizing impacts to wildlife during construction, 
including measures to avoid disturbance to nesting birds and raptors, and any requirements for 
coordination related to Game Production Areas or other state-managed or owned lands. If SDGFP has 
guidelines for siting transmission infrastructure to reduce fragmentation of grasslands or avoid wetland 
complexes, we request that you share those resources. We also welcome any recommendations for post-
construction restoration, including seed mixes and revegetation practices that promote native species and 
discourage invasive plants. 

Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with state wildlife conservation objectives and 
minimizes impacts on sensitive resources. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. We understand that SDGFP offers an online Environmental 
Review Tool (ERT) for project planning and would appreciate confirmation of the process for submitting 
project information through that system. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jill Rust, CEP 
Environmental Section Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-782-8124 
Email: Jill.Rust@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Rust, Jill
To: mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
Cc: Parker, Amber; Bade, Lucas; Brazeal, Alex; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 3:18:43 PM

Hi Mandy - I’m working with Ottertail Power on their permitting efforts in South Dakota for the
Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison project. We sent a letter earlier this month, but I
wanted to follow up to see if we should also provide information in the ERT? I also would like to
set up a virtual meeting to discuss the project and particularly, any recommendations the
SDGFP may have for data collection.  Would you or someone on your staff have time in the
next month to meet and discuss the project?  Please let me know if you would like further
information.

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Parker, Amber; Bade, Lucas; Brazeal, Alex; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:56:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

Yes, if you could also enter this project into ERT, that would be very helpful. It would allow me
to identify any rare species occurrences or state lands within the project area so I can better
recommend appropriate survey efforts. I would be very interested in meeting to discuss this
further. Aside from next week, I have good availability for the remainder of the month. Let me
know if there is a particular week that works best for you and I can relay my availability.

Thanks,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Wildlife Diversity and Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Pearson, Mandy
Cc: Parker, Amber; Bade, Lucas; Brazeal, Alex; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Thursday, February 5, 2026 4:10:29 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Mandy – We’ve uploaded everything into the ERT for this project. Please let me know if you need
anything else to review the project. As far as time slots to meet, do any of these dates and times work
for you? I’m thinking an hour should suffice.

All times are Central Time Zone
2/16: 10:30-12:00
2/17: 9:30 – 11:00, 1:00-3:00
2/18: 11:00-1:30, 2:00-3:30
2/23: 10:30 – 2:00
2/24: 9:00-11:00
2/26: 11:00-1:00

Thanks!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Parker, Amber; Bade, Lucas; Brazeal, Alex; Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Subject: RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison - Meeting Request
Date: Thursday, February 5, 2026 5:27:55 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mandy.pearson@state.sd.us. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

Thanks for submitting that into ERT. I will look at that prior to our meeting. Any of the times I
highlighted below work for me.

All times are Central Time Zone
2/16: 10:30-12:00
2/17: 9:30 – 11:00, 1:00-3:00
2/18: 11:00-1:30, 2:00-3:30
2/23: 10:30 – 2:00
2/24: 9:00-11:00
2/26: 11:00-1:00

Thanks,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Wildlife Diversity and Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Pearson, Mandy
Cc: Parker, Amber; Mayer, Michael; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: BSSHB - Follow-up Meeting
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2026 2:49:35 PM

Hi Mandy – we’re close to having our identified route for the Big Stone South to Hankinson to
Bison project. I was hoping to get something on your calendar to meet and discuss specifics at
the end of April or beginning of May. Would any day April 30 through May 8th work for you? If so,
we’ll get something on the calendar.

Thank you!

Jill

Jill Rust, MS, CEP
Dakotas & Wyoming Environmental Section Manager

HDR
101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500
jill.rust@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Rust, Jill
Cc: Parker, Amber; Mayer, Michael; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: RE: BSSHB - Follow-up Meeting
Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 1:43:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mandy.pearson@state.sd.us. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

Right now I am free anytime on April 30, May 1st, and May 4th, if any of those days work for you
all.

Thanks,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Wildlife Diversity and Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
To: Pearson, Mandy; Rust, Jill
Cc: Parker, Amber; Mayer, Michael; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas
Subject: Re: BSSHB - Follow-up Meeting
Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 1:49:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Outlook-5fzhuhim.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks, Mandy.  Jill, OTP is available from 11:00-3:30 on May 1 and 10:30 to 3:30 on May
4th.  

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com

From: Pearson, Mandy <Mandy.Pearson@state.sd.us>
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2026 1:43 PM
To: Rust, Jill <jill.rust@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Parker, Amber <Amber.Parker@hdrinc.com>; Mayer, Michael <Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com>;
Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>;
Wandrie, Lucas <Lucas.Wandrie@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: BSSHB - Follow-up Meeting

Hi Jill,

Right now I am free anytime on April 30, May 1st, and May 4th, if any of those days work for you
all.

Thanks,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Wildlife Diversity and Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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From: Rust, Jill
To: Pearson, Mandy; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber
Subject: FW: BSSHB Follow Up Meeting - OTP/SDGFP
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2026 5:04:16 PM
Attachments: Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.zip

Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.zip
Proposed_Route_150ftROW_BSSH_20260429.kmz
Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.kmz
2026_0504_GFP_Coordination_Agenda.pdf

Hi Mandy – The project team has narrowed down the BSSHB to one preferred route. I am 
attaching a shapefile and kmz file of the route and 150-ft corridor in case you want to review 
prior to our meeting on Monday. I am also attaching the agenda for that meeting. Looking 
forward to chatting with you!

Jill

Jill Rust MS, CEP
D 605.782.8124 M 605.690.3500

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.prj

PROJCS["NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1640416.666666667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-99.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Foot_US",0.3048006096012192]]
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Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.shp





Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.shp.xml

   20251215 13523800 1.0 FALSE   CreateFeatureclass \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb Routes_ROW POLYLINE # DISABLED DISABLED "PROJCS["NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1640416.666666667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-99.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Foot_US",0.3048006096012192]];-16800800 -32802000 3048.00609601219;-100000 10000;-100000 10000;3.28083333333333E-03;0.001;0.001;IsHighPrecision" # # # # # SAME_AS_TEMPLATE UpdateSchema \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_ROW <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>RouteName</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>255</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Location</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>255</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Type</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>255</field_length></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_ROW <operationSequence><workflow><AlterField><field_name>OBJECTID</field_name><field_alias>OBJECTID</field_alias></AlterField></workflow><workflow><AlterField><field_name>SHAPE</field_name><field_alias>SHAPE</field_alias></AlterField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_ROW</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Name</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> ExportFeatures "Routes 150ft ROW" \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.shp # NOT_USE_ALIAS "Location "Location" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes 150ft ROW,Location,0,254;Type "Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes 150ft ROW,Type,0,254;Name "Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes 150ft ROW,Name,0,254" #  Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429 002 0.000  file://\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429.shp Local Area Network  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Foot_US (0.304801) NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Transverse_Mercator&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,1640416.666666667],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-99.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Scale_Factor&quot;,0.9996],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Foot_US&quot;,0.3048006096012192],AUTHORITY[&quot;EPSG&quot;,32164]]</WKT><XOrigin>-16800800</XOrigin><YOrigin>-32802000</YOrigin><XYScale>137296494.95062786</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.0032808333333333331</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision><WKID>32164</WKID><LatestWKID>32164</LatestWKID></ProjectedCoordinateSystem> 20260429 14543300 20260429 14543300  Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 26100) ; Esri ArcGIS 13.5.5.57366     Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429          Shapefile  0.000   dataset     EPSG 7.4.5(9.3.0.0)      0      Simple  FALSE 0 FALSE FALSE    Proposed_Route_ROW_BSSH_20260429 Feature Class 0  FID FID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. Esri  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  Shape Shape Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. Esri  Coordinates defining the features.  Location Location String 254 0 0  Type Type String 254 0 0  Name Name String 254 0 0 20260429
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PROJCS["NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1640416.666666667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-99.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Foot_US",0.3048006096012192]]
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   20251217 17223800 1.0 FALSE   Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 002  file://\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.shp Local Area Network 0.000  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Foot_US (0.304801) NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Transverse_Mercator&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,1640416.666666667],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-99.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Scale_Factor&quot;,0.9996],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Foot_US&quot;,0.3048006096012192],AUTHORITY[&quot;EPSG&quot;,32164]]</WKT><XOrigin>-16800800</XOrigin><YOrigin>-32802000</YOrigin><XYScale>137296494.95062786</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.0032808333333333331</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision><WKID>32164</WKID><LatestWKID>32164</LatestWKID></ProjectedCoordinateSystem>  ExportFeatures Route \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes # NOT_USE_ALIAS "id "id" true true false 65536 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,id,0,65535;name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,name,0,254;objective_path_id "objective_path_id" true true false 65536 Text 0 0,First,#,Route,objective_path_id,0,65535;Type "Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Location</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CopyMultiple "\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass" \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb Routes_1 "Routes FeatureClass Routes_1 #" Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_1 \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting FeatureClass Snap Routes_Meeting "Routes_Meeting END '10 Feet'" DeleteField Routes_Meeting objective_path_id DELETE_FIELDS UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Link_Dir</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> DeleteField Routes_Meeting id DELETE_FIELDS UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.4.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>DATABASE=\\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>MultiDir</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> DeleteField Routes_Meeting Link_Dir DELETE_FIELDS Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting_Simplified FeatureClass UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting_Simplified</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Remove</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>RemoveComment</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_Meeting_Simplified</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Status</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_length>255</field_length><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_Meeting_Simplified \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass Append 'AGOL Routes' Routes NO_TEST "name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,name,0,254;Type "Type" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Type,0,254;Location "Location" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Location,0,254;MultiDir "MultiDir" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,MultiDir,0,254;Remove "Remove" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,Remove,0,254;RemoveComment "RemoveComment" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,https:\\services.arcgis.com\04HiymDgLlsbhaV4\arcgis\rest\services\BSSHB_Routes\FeatureServer\114,RemoveComment,0,254;Status "Status" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,AGOL Routes,Version,0,254" # # # NOT_UPDATE_GEOMETRY NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS USE_FEATURE_SERVICE_MODE CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "R", "E") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "L", "W") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "M", "C") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField Routes name Replace($feature.name, "C", "M") ARCADE # TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_BSSH FeatureClass UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/3.5.0'><WorkspaceFactory>FileGDB</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>Routes_BSSH</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>GIS_Length</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateGeometryAttributes Routes "GIS_Length LENGTH" MILES_US # PROJCS["NAD_1983_BLM_Zone_14N_ftUS",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1640416.666666667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-99.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Foot_US",0.3048006096012192]] SAME_AS_INPUT Rename \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes_BSSH \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\GDB\Routing.gdb\Routes FeatureClass CalculateField "Routes HB" name SequentialNumber() PYTHON3 "# Calculates a sequential number
# More calculator examples at esriurl.com/CalculatorExamples
rec=0
def SequentialNumber():
    global rec
    pStart = 1
    pInterval = 1
    if (rec == 0):
        rec = pStart
    else:
        rec = rec + pInterval
    return rec" TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "Routes HB" name ""HB-" + $feature.name" ARCADE "# Calculates a sequential number
# More calculator examples at esriurl.com/CalculatorExamples
rec=0
def SequentialNumber():
    global rec
    pStart = 1
    pInterval = 1
    if (rec == 0):
        rec = pStart
    else:
        rec = rec + pInterval
    return rec" TEXT NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS ExportFeatures "Routes  BSSH" \\sxf-srv01\eng\GIS\Projects\Otter_Tail_Power\BSSHB_BigStoneSouth_Hankinson_Bison_345kV_tLine\7.2_WIP\Data\SHP\Project\Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429.shp # NOT_USE_ALIAS "name "name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,name,0,254;Location "Location" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,Location,0,254;GIS_Length "GIS_Length" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#,Routes  BSSH,GIS_Length,-1,-1" # DeleteField Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 name DELETE_FIELDS 20260429 14530500 20260429 14530500  Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 26100) ; Esri ArcGIS 13.5.5.57366     Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429          Shapefile  0.000   dataset     EPSG 7.4.5(9.3.0.0)      0      Simple  FALSE 0 FALSE TRUE    Proposed_Route_BSSH_20260429 Feature Class 0  FID FID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. Esri  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  Shape Shape Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. Esri  Coordinates defining the features.  name name String 254 0 0  Location Location String 254 0 0  GIS_Length GIS_Length Double 19 0 0 20260429
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       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>1019808.43653454</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>SHAPE</td>

<td>PolyLine</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RouteName</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Name</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">

				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {

				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;

				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}

			</script></html>
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           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.87172185562555,46.11315925374321,0 -96.87172201137329,46.11316596284277,0 -96.87172206452802,46.11316804382547,0 -96.87172245485912,46.11318042304677,0 -96.87175110847392,46.11663598729674,0 -96.83630912174687,46.11621243220394,0 -96.83651934442082,46.10961254596347,0 -96.8459267599286,46.10960190966261,0 -96.87164425388517,46.10979097712484,0 -96.87172185562555,46.11315925374321,0
        
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.83653150205801,46.10920118637266,0 -96.83691646207053,46.09512792164043,0 -96.84071381701585,46.09514899166289,0 -96.84584337284701,46.09516730846074,0 -96.85625972831481,46.09518455411872,0 -96.87533537383941,46.09527500569284,0 -96.87658583750853,46.09538433464024,0 -96.87660719631732,46.09538565684166,0 -96.87661905712385,46.09538592407767,0 -96.88682993841181,46.09547294418486,0 -96.88683625145114,46.09547295114268,0 -96.8920851213622,46.09543935262712,0 -96.89706699950609,46.09540547079877,0 -96.89692907006844,46.10229940871497,0 -96.89676977192264,46.10959619354884,0 -96.89670591490484,46.11301480457845,0 -96.88838439107448,46.11296066663729,0 -96.88838185085159,46.11296059538916,0 -96.88837835699105,46.1129606901244,0 -96.88670447893729,46.11297342007654,0 -96.88674283127585,46.10964895698322,0 -96.88674274865821,46.10964218265265,0 -96.88674042434259,46.10962106882118,0 -96.88673499149127,46.10960023230911,0 -96.88672650630463,46.10957989556539,0 -96.88671506024085,46.10956027269037,0 -96.88670077341281,46.10954157291415,0 -96.88668379870789,46.10952399437221,0 -96.88666431409791,46.10950772216341,0 -96.88664252903591,46.10949293026824,0 -96.88661867180004,46.10947977411466,0 -96.88659299582147,46.10946839429521,0 -96.88656577345974,46.10945891015173,0 -96.88653729324443,46.10945142422468,0 -96.88650785889183,46.10944601413445,0 -96.88647777875363,46.10944273778658,0 -96.88644885526743,46.10944163302326,0 -96.87193775187217,46.10938176301325,0 -96.87193562746718,46.10938171894463,0 -96.84593126358304,46.10919057226936,0 -96.84592804058651,46.10919056100688,0 -96.83653150205801,46.10920118637266,0
        
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.88611297379803,46.11297539262951,0 -96.87230861766069,46.11295943772503,0 -96.87223583357586,46.10979433541145,0 -96.88614904298682,46.10985177461823,0 -96.88611297379803,46.11297539262951,0
        
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.85665931491722,45.9539982219121,0 -96.85665923378953,45.95400152991805,0 -96.8565670227122,45.96099143480448,0 -96.84644483957655,45.96094946207782,0 -96.83687297168245,45.96081461586254,0 -96.83687068577746,45.96081459057624,0 -96.83541330599604,45.96080187207993,0 -96.83535569518125,45.95065939315892,0 -96.83624831062509,45.94675924718857,0 -96.83809480491098,45.94349690478766,0 -96.84661782007608,45.94352715433804,0 -96.84662022490092,45.94352715557002,0 -96.85122160779439,45.94351703912487,0 -96.85123549097713,45.94351678004931,0 -96.8512656892361,45.94351462812087,0 -96.85129540826226,45.94351032141814,0 -96.85132433662093,45.94350390628694,0 -96.85135216598066,45.94349544893317,0 -96.85137860121885,45.94348504101323,0 -96.85140401594185,45.94347242943715,0 -96.85266240808234,45.94277118317188,0 -96.85268392162988,45.94275794803383,0 -96.85270456757526,45.94274242392142,0 -96.85272281492708,45.94272550192019,0 -96.85273847231163,45.94270736024671,0 -96.85275137232988,45.9426881910691,0 -96.85276137936236,45.94266819885348,0 -96.85276838594436,45.94264759399559,0 -96.852772319073,45.94262659653932,0 -96.85277321573318,45.94260885873854,0 -96.85270173334969,45.93628236939368,0 -96.85730107164044,45.93629091553915,0 -96.85665931491722,45.9539982219121,0
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				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {
				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;
				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}
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     Routes  BSSH
     
     
       V1
       
       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>name</td>

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>Proposed Route</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>BSSH</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>MultiDir</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Remove</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RemoveComment</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Status</td>

<td>Current</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>GIS_Length</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">

				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {

				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;

				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}

			</script></html>


       #LineStyle00
       
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
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       V1
       
       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>name</td>

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>Proposed Route</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>BSSH</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>MultiDir</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Remove</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RemoveComment</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Status</td>

<td>Current</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>GIS_Length</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">

				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {

				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;

				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}

			</script></html>


       #LineStyle00
       
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.83511954156167,45.9610050004785,0 -96.83686699815411,45.96102025229997,0 -96.84644098973503,45.96115512910669,0 -96.85685922468097,45.96119831681528,0 -96.85695410228969,45.95400342155005,0 -96.85760338331508,45.9360857890936,0 -96.85240460839384,45.93607613028269,0
        
      
    
     
       V1
       
       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>name</td>

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>Proposed Route</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>BSSH</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>MultiDir</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Remove</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RemoveComment</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Status</td>

<td>Current</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>GIS_Length</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">

				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {

				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;

				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}

			</script></html>


       #LineStyle00
       
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.83511954156167,45.9610050004785,0 -96.83506074096258,45.950643477799,0 -96.83596223694488,45.94670462140425,0 -96.83789464813132,45.94329050478697,0 -96.84661930374942,45.94332147725396,0 -96.8512206696131,45.94331136054515,0 -96.85247840504846,45.94261047926626,0 -96.85240460839384,45.93607613028269,0
        
      
    
     
       V1
       
       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>name</td>

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>Proposed Route</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>BSSH</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>MultiDir</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Remove</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RemoveComment</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Status</td>

<td>Current</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>GIS_Length</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">

				function changeImage(attElement, nameElement) {

				document.getElementById('imageAttachment').src = attElement;

				document.getElementById('imageName').innerHTML = nameElement;}

			</script></html>


       #LineStyle00
       
         
           0
           1 clampToGround
            -96.8719353251909,46.10958739687979,0 -96.84592809069672,46.10939623395447,0 -96.83623010344867,46.10940718737246,0
        
      
    
     
       V1
       
       <html xmlns:fo="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Format" xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt">

<head>

<META http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html">

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">

</head>

<body style="margin:0px 0px 0px 0px;overflow:auto;background:#FFFFFF;">

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-collapse:collapse;padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr style="text-align:center;font-weight:bold;background:#9CBCE2">

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>

<table style="font-family:Arial,Verdana,Times;font-size:12px;text-align:left;width:100%;border-spacing:0px; padding:3px 3px 3px 3px">

<tr>

<td>name</td>

<td>V1</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>Type</td>

<td>Proposed Route</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Location</td>

<td>BSSH</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>MultiDir</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Remove</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>RemoveComment</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Status</td>

<td>Current</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="#D4E4F3">

<td>GIS_Length</td>

<td>&lt;Null&gt;</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</body><script type="text/javascript">
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Agenda 
Project: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 


Subject: Proposed Route Overview 


Date: Monday, May 04, 2026 


Location: Teams 
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• Project Introduction 
o Completed so far and future steps 
o Preferred Route 


• Overview of Information   
o National Heritage Program Database 


▪ Potential species in study area 
o Desktop Evaluation & Windshield Review 


▪ Habitats Observed  
• Discussion on species and habitat concerns 


o Further field review needs  
o Minimization and Mitigation Options 


• Future coordination and consultation 
o Preliminary project planning 
o Future NEPA needs 


 


 







From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Rust, Jill; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas; Parker, Amber
Subject: RE: BSSHB Follow Up Meeting - OTP/SDGFP
Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 11:37:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mandy.pearson@state.sd.us. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jill,

Thank you so much. I will review this before our meeting. I’m looking forward to meeting with
you all again.

Have a great weekend,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Nongame Conservation & Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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From: Wandrie, Lucas
To: Pearson, Mandy
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Scheidecker, Kevin J.;

Rust, Jill
Subject: RE: BSSHB Follow Up Meeting - OTP/SDGFP
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 11:46:57 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image004.png

Hello Mandy,

I reviewed the overlap of the sharp-tailed grouse prioritization areas and the proposed
route. We are outside of the priority greater prairie chicken area for SD.

There are 2 areas that are crossed by the route and a couple that are close to the ROW
(see screenshots below). All the yellow areas are Tier 3 or low priority areas for
immediate conservation action. As such, will lek surveys be required/recommended?

Route crosses:

ROW is close:
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Thanks,

Lucas Wandrie
M 612.496.8242

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Wandrie, Lucas
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Scheidecker, Kevin J.;

Rust, Jill
Subject: RE: BSSHB Follow Up Meeting - OTP/SDGFP
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 1:51:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Lucas,

Since you are outside of the core area, grouse surveys won’t be needed. We just ask that you
try to minimize intersecting intact grasslands wherever possible, which you have been doing.
Both areas you outlined below aren’t an issue. I appreciate you checking. I will work on getting
any further recommendations I have onto official letterhead and get that over to you asap.

Thanks, 

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Nongame Conservation & Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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From: Pearson, Mandy
To: Wandrie, Lucas; Rust, Jill
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Parker, Amber; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Scheidecker, Kevin J.;

Rust, Jill
Subject: RE: BSSHB Follow Up Meeting - OTP/SDGFP
Date: Friday, June 12, 2026 3:30:35 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
BigStoneSouthtoBisonTransmission_SDGFPResponse.pdf

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi everyone,

Attached is the response letter for the Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission
Line project. I addressed it to Jill but please let me know if I should change that. Also, let me
know if you have any further questions.

Best,

Mandy Pearson | Senior Wildlife Biologist
Nongame Conservation & Environmental Review
South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
4130 Adventure Trail | Rapid City, SD 57702
605.394.6052 | mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF  
GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
523 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE | PIERRE, SD 57501 


 


June 12, 2026 
 
Jill Rust, CEP 
HDR Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Otter Tail Power Company  
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
 
RE:   Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line  
  
 
Dear Jill, 


Thank you for contacting the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
regarding the proposed construction of a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line extending 
from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the 
Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, and terminating at the Bison Substation. 


A search of the South Dakota Nongame Conservation Database, formerly the South Dakota 
Natural Heritage Database, was conducted for the above-referenced project by project staff on 
2/4/2026. This database tracks species at risk, including those legally designated as threatened 
or endangered, as well as rare species. Rare species are those with restricted distributions, 
specialized habitat requirements, declining populations, or populations that are isolated due to 
geographic or climatic factors. Please note that many areas of South Dakota have not been 
surveyed for rare or protected species, and the absence of a species from the database does 
not preclude its presence. 


Additionally, GFP met with staff from HDR Engineering, Inc. and Otter Tail Power Company on 
5/4/2026 and 2/18/2026 to discuss mitigation techniques and survey recommendations. 


Based on the information provided from these meetings and from the database search, no 
significant impacts to fish and wildlife resources are anticipated. We expect this determination 
to remain unchanged provided the following recommendations are considered during project 
planning and construction: 
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Fish Recommendations 


• If any work is proposed within streams, or if fish passage could be blocked during 
construction, fish surveys should be completed beforehand and fish should be relocated 
from affected areas as necessary. Please coordinate with GFP if this is needed. 


Wetland and Riparian Habitat Recommendations 


• Avoid placing towers within streams or riparian areas adjacent to streams.  


• Disturbance to riparian and wetland areas should be kept to an absolute minimum. 
• If riparian vegetation is removed, it should be quantified and replaced on-site. Seeding 


with native species should occur immediately following construction to reduce erosion 
and sedimentation. 


• Power structures located within one-half mile to one mile of a water body should 
include perch and nest deterrents, as well as effective insulating covers over energized 
equipment. Line markers to reduce avian collisions should be considered in areas known 
for bird migration or travel corridors, particularly near wetlands and river crossings. 


Grassland Habitat and General Habitat Recommendations 


• Avoid further fragmentation of native prairie and intact grassland habitat. There are 
several high-quality grassland areas within the project area. Transmission lines should 
be routed outside intact grasslands whenever possible and placed within existing rights-
of-way (ROWs), this will also help reduce the impact on rare plant species.  


• Regal Fritillaries (Argynnis idalia; federally threatened) were identified close to your 
project area. We recommend coordinating with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
to determine the best mitigation strategies.  


• A site-specific sediment and erosion control plan should be developed for the project. 
• Any disturbed grassland habitat should be reseeded with native species following 


construction. 


Grouse Recommendations 


• To minimize disturbance to lekking grouse, avoid construction activities adjacent to 
known leks from March 25 through April 30 when feasible. If construction must occur 
during this period, activities should begin after 10:00 a.m. when possible.  


Migratory Bird and Nesting Recommendations 


• The Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) published "Suggested Practices for 
Avian Protection on Power Lines" and "Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: State 
of the Art” in 2012. We recommend following applicable APLIC guidance. 


• If tree clearing is necessary, particularly between May 1 and August 1, trees should be 
inspected for active bird nests prior to removal. Active nests of state-protected birds 
(SDCL 41-11-10) and federally protected birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
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(MBTA) may not be moved, disturbed, or destroyed until nesting activity has concluded 
(SDCL 41-11-7). 


• While no raptor nests were found within the 150 foot buffer, if additional raptor surveys 
encounter bald eagle nests, or other nests protected under the MBTA, we recommend 
coordinating with USFWS and SDGFP for proposed buffer distances for infrastructure 
placement.  


Bat Tree-Clearing Recommendations 


• Tree clearing should be avoided from June 1 through August 15 to prevent impacts 
during the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally endangered) pup-
rearing season. During this time, most bat species may have non-volant young, and tree 
removal can be detrimental. If tree clearing during this period cannot be avoided, 
surveys should be conducted to determine whether bat roosts are present. If bat roosts 
are identified, please notify GFP as soon as possible to discuss appropriate next steps. 


• If you suspect that the northern long-eared bat or tricolored bat (Pipistrellus subflavus; 
proposed federally threatened) are using trees that need to be removed, please 
coordinate with USFWS.  


Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this project. Please keep GFP involved 
in future correspondence regarding project planning and implementation. If you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact me at 605.394.6052. 


Sincerely, 


 
 
Mandy Pearson 
Senior Wildlife Biologist 
4130 Adventure Trail 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
mandy.pearson@state.sd.us 



mailto:mandy.pearson@state.sd.us
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SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF 
GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
523 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE | PIERRE, SD 57501 

June 12, 2026 

Jill Rust, CEP 
HDR Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Otter Tail Power Company 
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

RE: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line 

Dear Jill, 

Thank you for contacting the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
regarding the proposed construction of a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line extending 
from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the 
Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, and terminating at the Bison Substation. 

A search of the South Dakota Nongame Conservation Database, formerly the South Dakota 
Natural Heritage Database, was conducted for the above-referenced project by project staff on 
2/4/2026. This database tracks species at risk, including those legally designated as threatened 
or endangered, as well as rare species. Rare species are those with restricted distributions, 
specialized habitat requirements, declining populations, or populations that are isolated due to 
geographic or climatic factors. Please note that many areas of South Dakota have not been 
surveyed for rare or protected species, and the absence of a species from the database does 
not preclude its presence. 

Additionally, GFP met with staff from HDR Engineering, Inc. and Otter Tail Power Company on 
5/4/2026 and 2/18/2026 to discuss mitigation techniques and survey recommendations. 

Based on the information provided from these meetings and from the database search, no 
significant impacts to fish and wildlife resources are anticipated. We expect this determination 
to remain unchanged provided the following recommendations are considered during project 
planning and construction: 
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Fish Recommendations 

• If any work is proposed within streams, or if fish passage could be blocked during
construction, fish surveys should be completed beforehand and fish should be relocated
from affected areas as necessary. Please coordinate with GFP if this is needed.

Wetland and Riparian Habitat Recommendations 

• Avoid placing towers within streams or riparian areas adjacent to streams.

• Disturbance to riparian and wetland areas should be kept to an absolute minimum.
• If riparian vegetation is removed, it should be quantified and replaced on-site. Seeding

with native species should occur immediately following construction to reduce erosion
and sedimentation.

• Power structures located within one-half mile to one mile of a water body should
include perch and nest deterrents, as well as effective insulating covers over energized
equipment. Line markers to reduce avian collisions should be considered in areas known
for bird migration or travel corridors, particularly near wetlands and river crossings.

Grassland Habitat and General Habitat Recommendations 

• Avoid further fragmentation of native prairie and intact grassland habitat. There are
several high-quality grassland areas within the project area. Transmission lines should
be routed outside intact grasslands whenever possible and placed within existing rights-
of-way (ROWs), this will also help reduce the impact on rare plant species.

• Regal Fritillaries (Argynnis idalia; federally threatened) were identified close to your
project area. We recommend coordinating with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
to determine the best mitigation strategies.

• A site-specific sediment and erosion control plan should be developed for the project.
• Any disturbed grassland habitat should be reseeded with native species following

construction.

Grouse Recommendations 

• To minimize disturbance to lekking grouse, avoid construction activities adjacent to
known leks from March 25 through April 30 when feasible. If construction must occur
during this period, activities should begin after 10:00 a.m. when possible.

Migratory Bird and Nesting Recommendations 

• The Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) published "Suggested Practices for
Avian Protection on Power Lines" and "Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: State
of the Art” in 2012. We recommend following applicable APLIC guidance.

• If tree clearing is necessary, particularly between May 1 and August 1, trees should be
inspected for active bird nests prior to removal. Active nests of state-protected birds
(SDCL 41-11-10) and federally protected birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
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(MBTA) may not be moved, disturbed, or destroyed until nesting activity has concluded 
(SDCL 41-11-7). 

• While no raptor nests were found within the 150 foot buffer, if additional raptor surveys
encounter bald eagle nests, or other nests protected under the MBTA, we recommend
coordinating with USFWS and SDGFP for proposed buffer distances for infrastructure
placement.

Bat Tree-Clearing Recommendations 

• Tree clearing should be avoided from June 1 through August 15 to prevent impacts
during the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally endangered) pup-
rearing season. During this time, most bat species may have non-volant young, and tree
removal can be detrimental. If tree clearing during this period cannot be avoided,
surveys should be conducted to determine whether bat roosts are present. If bat roosts
are identified, please notify GFP as soon as possible to discuss appropriate next steps.

• If you suspect that the northern long-eared bat or tricolored bat (Pipistrellus subflavus;
proposed federally threatened) are using trees that need to be removed, please
coordinate with USFWS.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this project. Please keep GFP involved 
in future correspondence regarding project planning and implementation. If you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact me at 605.394.6052. 

Sincerely, 

Mandy Pearson 
Senior Wildlife Biologist 
4130 Adventure Trail 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
mandy.pearson@state.sd.us 
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From: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
To: Pearson, Mandy
Cc: Olson, Nicholas A.; Hanley, Jennifer; Wandrie, Lucas; Swiontek, Katie Jo.; Mayer, Michael; Steingaard, Craig L.
Subject: T&E Species Desktop Report for BSSHB Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:10:32 AM
Attachments: image.png

BSSHB_T_E_Memo_final_260713_Reduced.pdf

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Mandy,

Please find attached our State and Federally Protected Species Habitat Assessment for
the Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Project.  The report is only for
the South Dakota portion of the project and is being used to develop a Facility Permit
Application to the SD PUC.  We will continue to coordinate with the SDGFP as we
conduct field surveys and develop the project.

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments.

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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Introduction 


Otter Tail Power Company (OTP) is submitting an Application to the Public Utilities Commission 


of the State of South Dakota (Commission) for a Facility Permit for the portion of the Big Stone 


South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project (BSSHB Project) that is 


located within South Dakota (Facility).  


The South Dakota portion of the BSSHB Project consists of an approximately 97-mile-long 345 


kV transmission line between the existing Big Stone South Substation located west of Big Stone 


City, South Dakota to the Hankinson Substation located north of the City of Hankinson, North 


Dakota (Figure 1, Appendix A). Seventy (70) miles of the transmission line is within South 


Dakota. Land cover within the Facility is predominately cultivated crops (Figure 2, Appendix A). 


As part of the early due diligence process for the BSSHB Project, OTP coordinated with the U.S. 


Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP) regarding 


the potential for protected species and habitats to occur within or near the Facility, and 


recommended surveys/assessments, and recommendations to minimize impacts to these 


species or their habitats. This memorandum summarizes communication with the USFWS and 


SDGFP and results from desktop and field-based evaluations for the BSSHB Project.  


Agency Coordination 


OTP coordinated with the USFWS and SDGFP as part of the early due diligence process for the 


proposed Facility. The summary notes from the meetings are provided in Table 1.  


Table 1. Summary Meeting Notes 


Agency Attendees Date Summary Notes 
U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 


USFWS, OTP, 
and HDR 


May 4, 2026 
(Virtual) 


• Look for monarchs (Danaus plexippus) and 
monarch habitat. Recommend restoring and 
replanting milkweed.  


• Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae) may have 
habitat in the Lake Traverse area and USFWS 
Waterfowl Production Areas. 


• Western regal fritillaries (Argynnis idalia 
occidentalis) populations are cyclic so they may 
not be seen every year. 


• USFWS considers Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee 
(Bombus suckleyi) extirpated from South Dakota. 


• No recent records of western prairie fringed orchid 
(Plantanthera praeclara) in South Dakota. Unlikely 
to occur unless in a sub-irrigated or fen-like area. 
Formal surveys are not needed; record and share 
location data if found incidentally.  


• Wilson’s phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) is not 
listed but could be within 4 to 5 years. 


• Iowa skipper is petitioned and warranted but 
unlikely to occur in South Dakota. 


• Bumble bee species could be listed in the next 
several years. 


• A South Dakota State University student is 
conducting a statewide survey for the northern 
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Agency Attendees Date Summary Notes 
long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). There are 
records in the northeastern part of the state. 


• Recommended to review HAPET model 


• Recommendation to not disturb native prairie 
during construction or staging. Mitigation for lost 
prairie would be to re-establish prairie. 


• Recommend conservation measures for the 
monarch and western regal fritillary. 


• Requested to keep Information for Planning and 
Consultation (iPaC) report current  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Dakota 
Game, Fish, 
and Parks 
(SDGFP) 


SDGFP, OTP, and 
HDR 


February 18, 2026 
(Virtual) 


• Early coordination to evaluate multiple route 
options before final Facility was selected. 


• Species of concern: raptors, bald eagles 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and osprey (Pandion 
haliaetus), specific to nest locations. Rare plant 
species. 


• Prime habitat for Dakota skipper within initial 
Study Area1. 


• Western regal fritillary occurs in northeastern 
South Dakota. 


• The majority of initial Study Area was outside of 
sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus) 
and greater prairie chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) 
primary areas but not too far away. 


• Migratory bird mitigation strategies based on 
migratory activity due to the overlap with the 
prairie pothole region. 


• Avoid unbroken grassland as feasible. 


SDGFP, OTP, and 
HDR 


May 4, 2026 
(Virtual) 


• Natural Heritage Program Database: northern red-
bellied snake (Storeria occipitomaculata), 
Carmine shiner (Notropis percobromus) and 
creeper mussel (Strophitus undulatus) within 
Facility. SDGFP had no concerns on red bellied 
snake. Also had no concerns for the creeper 
mussel or Carmine shiner since structures will 
stay outside of streams. 


• Avoid tree removal during the active season for 
bats.  


• Nest deterrents are typically not needed on 
structures the size proposed for the Project. 


• Use bird diverters in areas where bird collisions 
are a concern. 


• Avoid fragmentation of native prairies. 


• Requested to review grouse occupancy model. 


• HDR shared that there were no raptor nests within 
660 feet of the South Dakota portion of the 
Facility.  


SDGFP, OTP, and 
HDR 


May 13, 2026 
(Email) 


• Grouse surveys will not be needed since the 
Facility is outside of the core area. 


• Requested to continue minimizing the intersection 
of intact grasslands wherever possible. 


SDGFP, OTP, and 
HDR 


June 12, 2026 
(Email) Formal 
letter response2 


• If work is proposed within streams or if fish 
passage could be blocked, complete fish surveys 
and relocate fish from affected areas. 


• Avoid placing towers within streams or adjacent 
riparian areas. 


• Minimize disturbances to riparian and wetland 
areas.  
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Agency Attendees Date Summary Notes 
• Replace any removed riparian vegetation with 


native species. 


• Power structures within ½ mile to 1 mile of a water 
body should include perch and nest deterrents 
and effective insulating covers. Use line markers 
in areas known for bird migration, especially near 
wetland or river crossings. 


• Avoid fragmentation of native prairie and 
grassland habitat. 


• Coordinate with USFWS regarding western regal 
fritillaries. 


• Develop a sediment and erosion control plan. 


• Reseed disturbed grassland habitat with native 
species. 


• Avoid construction adjacent to known leks from 
March 25 to April 30, and if unavoidable start 
construction after 10 a.m. 


• Follow the Avian Power Line Interaction 
Committee guidance. 


• Inspect trees scheduled for removal from May 1 to 
August 1 for active bird nests. 


• Coordinate with USFWS and SDGFP if raptor 
nests are found within the 150-foot buffer during 
future surveys. 


• Avoid tree removal during the northern long-eared 
bat’s pup-rearing season (June 1 to August 15).  


• Coordinate with the USFWS if it is believed that 
northern long-eared bats or tricolored bats are 
using trees that are scheduled for removal. 


1 = Initial Study Area was significantly larger than the Facility but included the entirety of the Facility. 
2 = Included as Appendix B 


State Species and Habitats 


To evaluate the potential for Facility related impacts to state-listed species and sensitive habitats 


(i.e., unbroken grasslands), the SDGFP Natural Heritage Program database and unbroken 


grasslands (South Dakota State University, No date) were reviewed, a raptor nest survey was 


completed, and a formal SDGFP letter response was requested and received. 


Natural Heritage Program Database 


Based on the SDGFP Natural Heritage Program data, the Facility intersects records of the 


Carmine shiner (Notropis percobromus) an S2 species and species of greatest conservation need 


(SGCN), northern red-bellied snake (Storeria occipitomaculata) an S3 species, and creeper 


mussel (Strophitus undulatus) an S3 species. S2 species are considered imperiled because of 


rarity; S3 species are very rare and local in its range, has a restricted range, or is vulnerable to 


extinction due to other factors. The S2 and S3 statuses do not afford the species' legal protection.  


SDGFP stated that they were not concerned with impacts to northern red-bellied snakes (Table 1) 


during the May 4, 2026, meeting. They also stated that they did not have concerns about the 


Carmine shiner or creeper mussel if in-stream impacts would be avoided. No further measures 


are recommended if in-stream impacts are avoided. 
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Raptor Nest Survey 


Prior to conducting the ground-based survey for raptor nests, HDR reviewed the SDGFP Natural 


Heritage Program data and eBird (2026) records of raptor nests in the initial preliminary routes 


and within 660-feet on either side of the preliminary routes. Locations of recorded raptor nests 


were verified during the ground-based survey effort. A ground-based raptor nest survey was 


completed from March 24 to 26, 2026 to identify any raptor nests within the preliminary routes 


and within 660-feet of either side of the preliminary routes. No raptor nests were observed within 


the South Dakota portion of the Facility that was surveyed. Most of the Facility was surveyed 


during the ground-based survey. Approximately 6 miles of the Facility were added after the 


ground-based survey was completed and should be surveyed prior to construction. It is 


recommended to complete a second ground-based survey for raptor nests for the Facility and 


within 660 feet of either side of the Facility prior to construction. Bald eagle (Haliaeetus 


leucocephalus) nests are discussed in Section 3.2 below. 


Unbroken Grasslands 


Based on a review of the unbroken grasslands spatial data (South Dakota State University, no 


date) and historic and recent aerial imagery, there are 183.5 acres of unbroken grasslands within 


the Facility (see Figure 5 or 6, Appendix A).  


It is recommended to field review the areas identified as unbroken grasslands within the Facility 


to determine if they exhibit any indications that they have been broken (e.g., tilled, etc.). Any areas 


that do not exhibit indicators of being broken should be considered unbroken. Placing 


infrastructure within any unbroken areas should be avoided. 


Federally Protected Species 


Based on a review of USFWS iPaC System, the federally endangered northern long-eared bat 


(Myotis septentrionalis), federally threatened rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Dakota skipper 


(Hesperia dacotae), and western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara), proposed 


endangered Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus suckleyi), and proposed threatened monarch 


butterfly (Danaus plexippus) and western regal fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis) may occur 


within the Facility or the surrounding region (Appendix C). There were no USFWS designated 


critical habitats in or near the Facility. 


Based on the discussion with the USFWS (see Table 1), the rufa red knot, Suckley’s cuckoo 


bumble bee, and western prairie fringed orchid are unlikely to occur in South Dakota. As such, 


these species and their habitats were not evaluated in this assessment. The remaining species, 


bald eagle nests, and results from the Habitat and Population Evaluation Team (HAPET) models 


are discussed below. 
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Habitat and Population Evaluation Team Models 


Priority Areas 
The HAPET breeding duck pairs model (referred to as the Thunderstorm Map) (USFWS 2022) 


was reviewed to identify priority areas for nesting that intersect the Facility (Figure 3, 


Appendix A). The Thunderstorm Map assigns priority areas ranging from 1 to 7, with 1 attributed 


to the highest priority areas. The Facility predominately crosses Priority 5 (25 to 40 duck 


pairs/square mile [sq. mile]) and Priority 6 (10 to 25 duck pairs/sq. mile) areas. There are two 


Priority 4 (40 to 60 duck pairs/sq. mile) areas that are crossed by the Facility.  


Since the Wilson’s phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) may be listed by the USFWS in the foreseeable 


future (see Table 1), the HAPET probability of occurrence model (USFWS 2022) was reviewed 


to identify high probability areas that intersect the Facility (Figure 4, Appendix A). The probability 


of occurrence model assigns priority ranks to areas ranging from 1 to 4, with 1 attributed to the 


highest priority areas. Most of the Facility is within the Priority 4 (75 to 100%) area. The Facility 


overlaps with one Priority 2 (25 to 50%) area and two Priority 3 (50 to 75%) areas. 


Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended that OTP continue to coordinate with the USFWS regarding potential mitigation 


measures to minimize impacts to waterfowl or Wilson’s phalarope (e.g., bird diverters) in higher 


priority areas. Specifically, the area near Bullhead Lake is a Priority 4 area for duck pairs and a 


high priority area for Wilson’s phalarope (Priority 1 through 3). 


Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 


Status 
Bald eagles and their nests are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  


Habitat Preference and Availability 
A bald eagle nest survey was completed from March 24 to 26, 2026 for most of the Facility and a 


660-foot buffer on either side of the proposed Facility. Approximately 6 miles of the Facility were 


added after the ground-based survey was completed and should be surveyed prior to 


construction. No bald eagle nests were observed within 660 feet of the portion of the Facility in 


South Dakota or within 660 feet on either side of the Facility.  


Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended to complete a second ground-based survey for raptor nests for the Facility and 


within 660 feet of either side of the Facility prior to construction. If a bald eagle nest is observed 


within 660 feet of the Facility, it is recommended to follow the USFWS’s guidance (USFWS, no 


date). 
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Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 


Status 
The monarch butterfly was proposed threatened at the federal level on December 12, 2024. The 


proposed listing also included a corresponding 4(d) rule that would allow for certain types of take.  


Habitat Preference and Availability 
Monarch butterflies occur in prairies, grasslands, gardens, urban greenspaces, and the borders 


of cultivated fields (Fallon et al. 2025). This species requires milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host 


plants for larvae and abundant floral resources for adults. Important floral resources include 


milkweeds, blazing stars (Liatris spp.), asters (Symphyotrichum spp.), sunflowers (Helianthus 


spp.), and thistles (Cirsium spp.).  


There are unbroken grassland and herbaceous upland and wetland areas within the Facility. 


Milkweed species, especially common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) are commonly found in 


herbaceous upland areas. It is likely that there is suitable monarch habitat throughout the Facility. 


Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended to conduct a field-based monarch habitat assessment in any areas that may 


be permanently impacted during Project construction or maintenance. The USFWS 


recommended considering including milkweed species in native seed mixes used for reseeding 


or restoration purposes.  


Western Regal Fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis) 


Status 
The western regal fritillary was proposed threatened at the federal level on August 6, 2024. The 


proposed listing also included a corresponding 4(d) rule that would allow for certain types of take. 


Habitat Preference and Availability 
Western regal fritillaries occur in tall-grass prairies, damp meadows, marshes, and wet fields 


(Selby 2007). This species requires abundant violet (Viola spp.) host plants for larvae, abundant 


floral resources for adults, and native warm season bunchgrasses for shelter (Swartz et al. 2015). 


Important floral resources for western regal fritillary include milkweeds, native thistles, goldenrods 


(Solidago spp.), asters, blazing stars, wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), joe-pye weeds 


(Eutrochium spp.), ironweeds (Veronia spp.), and coneflowers (Echinacea spp.).  


HDR overlayed the potential western regal fritillary range (USFWS 2026) with unbroken 


grasslands (South Dakota State University, no date) and reviewed recent aerial imagery to 


desktop delineate potential western regal fritillary habitat within the Facility. Based on the desktop 


delineation, there are 76 acres of potential western regal fritillary habitat within the Facility 


(Figure 5, Appendix A). 
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Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended to conduct a field-based western regal fritillary habitat assessment in the areas 


that were desktop delineated as potential western regal fritillary habitat and that may be 


temporarily or permanently impacted during Project construction or maintenance. If suitable 


western regal fritillary habitat is available and may be impacted, coordination with the USFWS is 


recommended to discuss potential mitigation strategies. 


Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) 


Status 
The Dakota skipper is federally threatened. 


Habitat Preference and Availability 
Dakota skipper occur within two habitat types: low-lying, wet-mesic prairies with low topographic 


relief or upland prairies that are dry and typically occur along ridges and hillsides (USFWS 2024a). 


Larval host plants include little bluestem, big bluestem, sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), 


and prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis). Important floral resources for adult Dakota 


skippers include blazing stars, black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), prairie clovers (Dalea spp.), 


and leadplant (Amorpha canescens) (Royer and Marrone 1992). 


HDR overlayed the potential Dakota skipper range (USFWS 2023) with unbroken grasslands 


(South Dakota State University, no date) and reviewed recent aerial imagery to desktop delineate 


potential Dakota skipper habitat within the Facility. Based on the desktop delineation, there are 


103.5 acres of potential Dakota skipper habitat within the Facility (Figure 6, Appendix A). 


Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended to conduct a field-based Dakota skipper habitat assessment following the 


USFWS’s (2024a) guidelines in any areas that were desktop delineated as potential Dakota 


skipper habitat and that may be temporarily or permanently impacted during Project construction 


or maintenance.  If suitable Dakota skipper habitat is available and may be impacted, coordination 


with the USFWS is required and presence/probable absence surveys may be necessary.  


Northern Long-Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis)  


Status 
The northern long-eared bat is federally endangered.  


Habitat Preference and Availability 
Suitable summer habitat for northern long-eared bats includes wooded areas that contain 


potential roost sites and adjacent habitats where they traverse or forage (i.e., wetlands or fields). 


Northern long-eared bats use suitable summer habitat during their active season (i.e., April 15 to 


October 31). During their inactive season (i.e., November 1 to April 14, inclusive), northern long-


eared bats hibernate in caves or mines. Potential roost sites include live or dead trees three inches 


in diameter at breast height or greater that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, or cavities (U.S. 
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Fish and Wildlife Service 2024b). Individual trees with suitable characteristics that are within 


1,000 feet of other wooded habitat may be considered potential roost sites.  


Based on a desktop delineation of available trees or wooded habitat within the Facility, there are 


57.5 acres of potentially suitable northern long-eared bat summer roosting habitat available 


(Figure 7, Appendix A). A field-based tree and shrub inventory will be completed for the Facility, 


potentially suitable northern long-eared bat tree roost will be recorded during the inventory. 


Potential Impacts and Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Tricolored Bat Range-Wide 


Determination Key be used and coordination with the USFWS occur prior to any tree removal 


activity. If tree removal is required for the Facility, it is recommended that it occurs from 


November 1 to April 14, to avoid the northern long-eared bat’s active season; or at a minimum it 


should not occur during the northern long-eared bat pup-rearing season (i.e., June 1 to August 


15). If tree removal cannot be avoided during the northern long-eared bat’s active season but 


outside of the pup-rearing season (i.e., April 15 to May 31 and August 16 to October 31), a bat 


habitat assessment should be completed to determine if the trees scheduled for removal provide 


suitable roosting habitat. Trees that have potential roost site characteristics will be recorded 


during the Facility’s tree and shrub inventory. If potentially suitable roost trees must be removed 


during the pup-rearing season, or if northern long-eared bats are suspected to be using trees 


scheduled for removal, the USFWS should be coordinated with.  
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Appendix B. South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks Response Letter 







 
 


 
605.223.7660  |  GFP.SD.GOV 
WILDINFO@STATE.SD.US  |  PARKINFO@STATE.SD.US   


 


 


SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF  
GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
523 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE | PIERRE, SD 57501 


 


June 12, 2026 
 
Jill Rust, CEP 
HDR Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Otter Tail Power Company  
1011 S Phillips Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
 
RE:   Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison Transmission Line  
  
 
Dear Jill, 


Thank you for contacting the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
regarding the proposed construction of a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line extending 
from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the 
Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North Dakota, and terminating at the Bison Substation. 


A search of the South Dakota Nongame Conservation Database, formerly the South Dakota 
Natural Heritage Database, was conducted for the above-referenced project by project staff on 
2/4/2026. This database tracks species at risk, including those legally designated as threatened 
or endangered, as well as rare species. Rare species are those with restricted distributions, 
specialized habitat requirements, declining populations, or populations that are isolated due to 
geographic or climatic factors. Please note that many areas of South Dakota have not been 
surveyed for rare or protected species, and the absence of a species from the database does 
not preclude its presence. 


Additionally, GFP met with staff from HDR Engineering, Inc. and Otter Tail Power Company on 
5/4/2026 and 2/18/2026 to discuss mitigation techniques and survey recommendations. 


Based on the information provided from these meetings and from the database search, no 
significant impacts to fish and wildlife resources are anticipated. We expect this determination 
to remain unchanged provided the following recommendations are considered during project 
planning and construction: 
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Fish Recommendations 


• If any work is proposed within streams, or if fish passage could be blocked during 
construction, fish surveys should be completed beforehand and fish should be relocated 
from affected areas as necessary. Please coordinate with GFP if this is needed. 


Wetland and Riparian Habitat Recommendations 


• Avoid placing towers within streams or riparian areas adjacent to streams.  


• Disturbance to riparian and wetland areas should be kept to an absolute minimum. 
• If riparian vegetation is removed, it should be quantified and replaced on-site. Seeding 


with native species should occur immediately following construction to reduce erosion 
and sedimentation. 


• Power structures located within one-half mile to one mile of a water body should 
include perch and nest deterrents, as well as effective insulating covers over energized 
equipment. Line markers to reduce avian collisions should be considered in areas known 
for bird migration or travel corridors, particularly near wetlands and river crossings. 


Grassland Habitat and General Habitat Recommendations 


• Avoid further fragmentation of native prairie and intact grassland habitat. There are 
several high-quality grassland areas within the project area. Transmission lines should 
be routed outside intact grasslands whenever possible and placed within existing rights-
of-way (ROWs), this will also help reduce the impact on rare plant species.  


• Regal Fritillaries (Argynnis idalia; federally threatened) were identified close to your 
project area. We recommend coordinating with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
to determine the best mitigation strategies.  


• A site-specific sediment and erosion control plan should be developed for the project. 
• Any disturbed grassland habitat should be reseeded with native species following 


construction. 


Grouse Recommendations 


• To minimize disturbance to lekking grouse, avoid construction activities adjacent to 
known leks from March 25 through April 30 when feasible. If construction must occur 
during this period, activities should begin after 10:00 a.m. when possible.  


Migratory Bird and Nesting Recommendations 


• The Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) published "Suggested Practices for 
Avian Protection on Power Lines" and "Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: State 
of the Art” in 2012. We recommend following applicable APLIC guidance. 


• If tree clearing is necessary, particularly between May 1 and August 1, trees should be 
inspected for active bird nests prior to removal. Active nests of state-protected birds 
(SDCL 41-11-10) and federally protected birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
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(MBTA) may not be moved, disturbed, or destroyed until nesting activity has concluded 
(SDCL 41-11-7). 


• While no raptor nests were found within the 150 foot buffer, if additional raptor surveys 
encounter bald eagle nests, or other nests protected under the MBTA, we recommend 
coordinating with USFWS and SDGFP for proposed buffer distances for infrastructure 
placement.  


Bat Tree-Clearing Recommendations 


• Tree clearing should be avoided from June 1 through August 15 to prevent impacts 
during the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally endangered) pup-
rearing season. During this time, most bat species may have non-volant young, and tree 
removal can be detrimental. If tree clearing during this period cannot be avoided, 
surveys should be conducted to determine whether bat roosts are present. If bat roosts 
are identified, please notify GFP as soon as possible to discuss appropriate next steps. 


• If you suspect that the northern long-eared bat or tricolored bat (Pipistrellus subflavus; 
proposed federally threatened) are using trees that need to be removed, please 
coordinate with USFWS.  


Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this project. Please keep GFP involved 
in future correspondence regarding project planning and implementation. If you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact me at 605.394.6052. 


Sincerely, 


 
 
Mandy Pearson 
Senior Wildlife Biologist 
4130 Adventure Trail 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
mandy.pearson@state.sd.us 
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE


South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400


Pierre, SD 57501-5408
Phone: (605) 224-8693 Fax: (605) 224-1416


https://www.fws.gov/office/south-dakota-ecological-services


In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2026-0101683 
Project Name: Big Stone to Hankinson Transmission Line Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 


location or may be affected by your proposed project


To Whom It May Concern:


The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.


The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.


A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.


If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 
 
https://www.fws.gov/media/endangered-species-consultation-handbook


Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity resulting in take of migratory 
birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more information regarding these 
Acts see https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act,  https://www.fws.gov/ 
media/endangered-species-act-1, and/or https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty- 
act-1918.


It is the responsibility of the project proponent to comply with these Acts by identifying potential 
impacts to migratory birds and eagles within applicable NEPA documents (when there is a 
federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan (when there is no federal nexus). Proponents 
should implement conservation measures to avoid or minimize the production of project-related 
stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and their resources to the project-related stressors. 
For more information on avian stressors and recommended conservation measures see https:// 
www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-birds.php.


In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-birds 
 
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. §§ 703-712, as amended), as well as the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et 
seq.).  Projects affecting these species may benefit from the development of an Eagle Conservation Plan 
(ECP), see guidance at this website  (https://www.fws.gov/node/266177).  An ECP can assist developers 
in achieving compliance with regulatory requirements, help avoid “take” of eagles at project sites, and 
provide biological support for eagle permit applications.  Additionally, we recommend wind energy 
developments adhere to our Land-based Wind Energy Guidelines  for minimizing impacts to migratory 
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birds and bats. 
We have recently updated our guidelines for minimizing impacts to migratory birds at projects that have 
communication towers (including meteorological, cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency 
broadcast towers).  These guidelines can be found at:     
 
https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental-take-beneficial-practices-communication-towers 
http://www.towerkill.com


 
According to National Wetlands Inventory maps, (available online at https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/national-wetland-inventory) wetlands exist adjacent to the proposed construction corridor.  If a 
project may impact wetlands or other important fish and wildlife habitats, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321-4347) and other environmental laws and rules, recommends complete avoidance of these areas, if 
possible.  If this is not possible, attempts should be made to minimize adverse impacts.  Finally if adverse 
impacts are unavoidable, measures should be undertaken to replace the impacted areas.  Alternatives 
should be examined and the least damaging practical alternative selected.   If wetland impacts are 
unavoidable, a mitigation plan addressing the number and types of wetland acres to be impacted, and the 
methods of replacement should be prepared and submitted to the resource agencies for review. 
 
Please check with your local wetland management district to determine whether Service interest lands 
exist at the proposed project site, the exact locations of these properties, and any additional restrictions 
that may apply regarding these sites.  The Offices are listed below.  If you are not sure which office to 
contact, we can help you make that decision.  
    
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Huron Wetland Management District, Federal Building, Room 309, 200 4th 
Street SW, Huron, SD 57350; telephone (605) 352-5894.  Counties in the Huron WMD:  Beadle, Buffalo, 
Hand, Hughes, Hyde, Jerauld, Sanborn, Sully. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lake Andes Wetland Management District,  P O Box 18, Pickstown, South 
Dakota, 57367; telephone (605) 487-7603.  Counties in the Lake Andes WMD:  Aurora, Brule, Charles 
Mix, Davison, Douglas. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Madison Wetland Management District, P.O. Box 48, Madison, South 
Dakota, 57042, telephone (605) 256-2974.  Counties in the Madison WMD:  Bon Homme, Brookings, 
Clay, Deuel, Hamlin, Hanson, Hutchinson, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Turner, Union, Yankton. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sand Lake Wetland Management District, 39650 Sand Lake 
Drive, Columbia, South Dakota, 57433; telephone (605) 885-6320.  Counties in the Sand Lake WMD: 
 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, McPherson, Potter, Spink, Walworth. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Waubay Wetland Management District, 44401 134A Street, Waubay, 
South Dakota, 57273; telephone (605) 947-4521.  Counties in the Waubay WMD:  Clark, Codington, Day, 
Grant, Marshall, Roberts. 
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▪
▪
▪
▪
▪


 
You are welcome to visit our website (https//www.fws.gov/office/southdakota-ecological-services) or to 
contact our office/staff at the address or phone number above for more information.   
 
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.


Note: IPaC has provided all available attachments because this project is in multiple field office 
jurisdictions.


Attachment(s):


Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Bald & Golden Eagles
Migratory Birds
Wetlands


OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".


This species list is provided by:


South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, SD 57501-5408
(605) 224-8693


This project's location is within the jurisdiction of multiple offices. However, only one species 
list document will be provided for all offices. The species and critical habitats in this document 
reflect the aggregation of those that fall in each of the affiliated office's jurisdiction. Other offices 
affiliated with the project:


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2026-0101683
Project Name: Big Stone to Hankinson Transmission Line Project
Project Type: Transmission Line - New Constr - Above Ground
Project Description: New transmission line from Big Stone Substation in South Dakota to 


Hankinson Substation in North Dakota.
Project Location:


The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@45.9487029,-96.83579278322355,14z


Counties: North Dakota and South Dakota
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1.


ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 7 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.


Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.


IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.


See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.


NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.


1
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MAMMALS
NAME STATUS


Northern Long-Eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
General project design guidelines:  


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/TE764NNRWZFBVM377FN544R6SE/documents/ 
generated/9654.pdf


Endangered


BIRDS
NAME STATUS


rufa red knot Calidris canutus rufa
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical 
habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
General project design guidelines:  


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/TE764NNRWZFBVM377FN544R6SE/documents/ 
generated/8763.pdf


Threatened


INSECTS
NAME STATUS


Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028
General project design guidelines:  


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/TE764NNRWZFBVM377FN544R6SE/documents/ 
generated/9522.pdf


Threatened


Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical 
habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743


Proposed 
Threatened


Suckley's cuckoo bumble bee Bombus suckleyi
Population:
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10885
General project design guidelines:  


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/TE764NNRWZFBVM377FN544R6SE/documents/ 
generated/9852.pdf


Proposed 
Endangered


Western regal fritillary Argynnis idalia occidentalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/12017


Proposed 
Threatened


FLOWERING PLANTS
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1.
2.
3.


NAME STATUS


Western prairie fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
General project design guidelines:  


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/TE764NNRWZFBVM377FN544R6SE/documents/ 
generated/9621.pdf


Threatened


CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.


YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.


USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.


The following FWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands and Fish Hatcheries lie fully or partially 
within your project area:


FACILITY NAME ACRES


ROBERTS COUNTY WATERFOWL PRODUCTION AREA
https://www.fws.gov/our-facilities? 
$keywords="%5C%22ROBERTS+COUNTY+WATERFOWL+PRODUCTION+AREA%5C%22"


425.634


BALD & GOLDEN EAGLES
Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act  and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) . Any person or organization who plans or conducts 
activities that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their habitats, should follow 
appropriate regulations and consider implementing appropriate avoidance and minimization 
measures, as described in the various links on this page.


The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)


There are Bald Eagles and/or Golden Eagles in your project area.


2
1
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Measures for Proactively Minimizing Eagle Impacts
For information on how to best avoid and minimize disturbance to nesting bald eagles, please 
review the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. You may employ the timing and 
activity-specific distance recommendations in this document when designing your project/ 
activity to avoid and minimize eagle impacts. For bald eagle information specific to Alaska, 
please refer to Bald Eagle Nesting and Sensitivity to Human Activity.


The FWS does not currently have guidelines for avoiding and minimizing disturbance to nesting 
Golden Eagles. For site-specific recommendations regarding nesting Golden Eagles, please 
consult with the appropriate Regional Migratory Bird Office or Ecological Services Field Office.


If disturbance or take of eagles cannot be avoided, an incidental take permit may be available to 
authorize any take that results from, but is not the purpose of, an otherwise lawful activity. For 
assistance making this determination for Bald Eagles, visit the Do I Need A Permit Tool. For 
assistance making this determination for golden eagles, please consult with the appropriate 
Regional Migratory Bird Office or Ecological Services Field Office.


Ensure Your Eagle List is Accurate and Complete
If your project area is in a poorly surveyed area in IPaC, your list may not be complete and you 
may need to rely on other resources to determine what species may be present (e.g. your local 
FWS field office, state surveys, your own surveys). Please review the Supplemental Information 
on Migratory Birds and Eagles, to help you properly interpret the report for your specified 
location, including determining if there is sufficient data to ensure your list is accurate.


For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to bald or golden eagles on your list, see the "Probability of Presence 
Summary" below to see when these bald or golden eagles are most likely to be present and 
breeding in your project area.


NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON


Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626


Breeds Dec 1 to 
Aug 31


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680


Breeds Jan 1 to 
Aug 31


PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read "Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles", specifically the FAQ section titled "Proper 
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▪
▪


▪


▪


 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence


Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to interpret 
this report.


Probability of Presence ( )


Green bars; the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project 
overlaps during that week of the year.


Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars; liberal estimate of the timeframe inside which the bird breeds across its entire 
range.


Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines; the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps.


No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.


SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Bald Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable


Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable


Additional information can be found using the following links:


Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/ 
default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/ 
media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur- 
project-action
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1.
2.
3.


MIGRATORY BIRDS
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)  prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling, 
trading, and transport) of protected migratory bird species without prior authorization by the 
Department of Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service).


The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)


For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, see the "Probability of Presence Summary" 
below to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your project area.


NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON


American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10561


Breeds 
elsewhere


Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626


Breeds Dec 1 to 
Aug 31


Black Tern Chlidonias niger surinamenisis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3093


Breeds May 15 
to Aug 20


Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399


Breeds May 15 
to Oct 10


Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9454


Breeds May 20 
to Jul 31


California Gull Larus californicus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10955


Breeds Mar 1 to 
Jul 31


1
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NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON


Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9406


Breeds Mar 15 
to Aug 25


Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10567


Breeds May 1 
to Jul 31


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680


Breeds Jan 1 to 
Aug 31


Golden-winged warbler Vermivora chrysoptera
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745


Breeds May 1 
to Jul 20


Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum perpallidus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions 
(BCRs) in the continental USA
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8329


Breeds Jun 1 to 
Aug 20


Henslow's Sparrow Centronyx henslowii
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3941


Breeds May 1 
to Aug 31


Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9482


Breeds 
elsewhere


Le Conte's Sparrow Ammospiza leconteii
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9469


Breeds Jun 1 to 
Aug 15


Le Conte's Sparrow Ammospiza leconteii
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9469


Breeds Jun 1 to 
Aug 15


Le Conte's Sparrow Ammospiza leconteii
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9469


Breeds Jun 1 to 
Aug 15
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NAME
BREEDING 
SEASON


Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679


Breeds 
elsewhere


Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9481


Breeds May 1 
to Jul 31


Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions 
(BCRs) in the continental USA
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8350


Breeds Apr 1 to 
Sep 15


Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9561


Breeds 
elsewhere


Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9398


Breeds May 10 
to Sep 10


Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480


Breeds 
elsewhere


Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6743


Breeds Jun 1 to 
Aug 31


Willet Tringa semipalmata
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10669


Breeds Apr 20 
to Aug 5


PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read "Supplemental 
Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles", specifically the FAQ section titled "Proper 
Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to interpret 
this report.


Probability of Presence ( )
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 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence


Green bars; the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project 
overlaps during that week of the year.


Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars; liberal estimate of the timeframe inside which the bird breeds across its entire 
range.


Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines; the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps.


No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.


SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
American Golden- 
Plover
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Bald Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable


Black Tern
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Black-billed 
Cuckoo
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Bobolink
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


California Gull
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Chimney Swift
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Franklin's Gull
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable
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Golden-winged 
warbler
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Grasshopper 
Sparrow
BCC - BCR


Henslow's Sparrow
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Hudsonian Godwit
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Le Conte's Sparrow
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Le Conte's Sparrow
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Le Conte's Sparrow
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Lesser Yellowlegs
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Marbled Godwit
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Northern Harrier
BCC - BCR


Pectoral Sandpiper
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Red-headed 
Woodpecker
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Short-billed 
Dowitcher
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Western Grebe
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)


Willet
BCC Rangewide 
(CON)
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Additional information can be found using the following links:


Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds
Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/ 
media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur- 
project-action


WETLANDS
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.


For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.


Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.


FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND
PEM1Cd
PEM1Ah
PEM1B
PEM1Cx
PEM1Ad
PEM1F
PEM1C
PEM1Af
PEM1A
PEM1/ABF


FRESHWATER FORESTED/SHRUB WETLAND
PFO1A
PFO1Ad
PFOA


OTHER
Pf


RIVERINE
R4SBC
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R2UBFx
R2UBF
R4SBCx
R4SBA
R5UBH
R2UBH
R3UBH


FRESHWATER POND
PUBFx
PABFx
PUBH
PABF
PUBF
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: HDR
Name: Lucas Wandrie
Address: 1601 Utica Avenue South
Address Line 2: Suite 600
City: St. Louis Park
State: MN
Zip: 55416
Email lucas.wandrie@hdrinc.com
Phone: 6124968242
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota Department of 
Transportation (SDDOT) 

Request for information and 
notification of the Facility 

01/20/2026 Email SDDOT HDR Response to the request for 
information and notification of the 
Facility 
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January 15, 2026 

South Dakota Department of Transportation 
700 East Broadway Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and constraints as 
we move towards selecting a corridor. We are particularly interested in any property located within 
or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would also appreciate 
being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating within the corridors 
in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 

Additionally, we are requesting your agency’s input regarding transportation-related considerations within 
the South Dakota portion of the Project area. Specifically, we seek guidance on permitting requirements 
for activities within or adjacent to state highway rights-of-way, including any restrictions on structure 
placement, setbacks, or crossing requirements. We understand that compliance with the South Dakota 
DOT Utility Accommodation Manual will be required for any installations within state highway rights-of-
way, and we request confirmation of the applicable standards and review process. 

Please advise if utility occupancy permits, approach permits, or oversize/overweight load permits will be 
required for construction activities such as hauling poles and equipment. We also request your 
recommendations regarding coordination for temporary traffic control measures during construction, 
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January 15, 2026 

including any requirements for traffic management plans or notifications for work near state highways. If 
there are specific design standards or clearance requirements for transmission lines crossing state 
highways, such as the minimum vertical clearance of 22 feet or greater, please provide those details so 
they can be incorporated into the Project design. 

Your input will help ensure that the Project complies with all applicable transportation regulations and 
minimizes impacts on public safety and infrastructure. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: Preliminary Project Map 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

'ER'TAIL (l Xcel Energy· 
POWER COMPANY 



January 15, 2026 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

1490/t 

Z1Z31t 

---., 

208 , 

1975ft 

~-~~10 mi 0 

@EiO 

@BSSHB Project Substations 

BSS to Hankinson to Bison Study Area 

□ counties 

□ Proposed Corridors 

Qui 
P■rle 

BIG STONE SOUTH - HANKINSON - BISON 

'ER'TAIL fl Xcel Energy· 
POWER COMPANY 



From: Brey, Matt
To: Mayer, Michael
Subject: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345kV Transmission line project
Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 4:04:22 PM
Attachments: image001.png

DOT200 (Utility Permit Application).docx
DOT166_AccessPermitApp.pdf

You don't often get email from matt.brey@state.sd.us. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I received correspondence today in the mail regarding the future project from Big Stone to
Hankinson.

The project is in the preliminary stage and I will give the best answers I can with the
information given to me in the email.

Permitting for any structures, wires, or overhang into state Right of Way would be covered by
completing a Utility Permit (DOT-200, attached). If facilities are proposed in our right of way,
we seek to have the utilities as close to the right of way line as possible. We also look to
maintain a clear zone off the traveled way. Crossing of state highways would involve a
minimum clearance requirement and the placement of poles off the right of way if possible.

Any temporary accesses needed would be handled through our access permit (DOT-166
attached) process. Temporary accesses may be installed and left in place for a one-year
period, after which time they need to be removed.

Traffic control during construction of the power line would need to be in accordance with the
MUTCD. Any overwidth/overweight permitting would be through our Ports of Entry.

The review process for utility and access permits is relatively short – in most cases less than a
week unless additional information is needed.

This is a pretty cursory summary of the processes that are involved in permitting. If you need
further information, please feel free to contact me.

Matt Brey
Area Engineer | South Dakota Department of Transportation
Better Lives Through Better Transportation

5000 9th Avenue SE   Watertown, SD  57201
O: 605.882.5166 | F: 605.882.5117 |  C: 605.881.7148   dot.sd.gov
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DOT-200

(10/25)

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

APPLICATION FOR UTILITY PERMIT



    Highway No.  ____________  County  _________________________________  Approximately  ___________  Miles       N      S      E      W



    from  _______________________________________________  for construction of  __________________________________________________	

	            (City or well-defined point)		   (type of utility facility)

    

    Begin Legal Description:  _____________________________________  End Legal Description:  ________________________________________



    Intended usage or rating:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________



    Cable Size/Type:  _________________________________________  Casing Size/Type:  ______________________________________________



    Outside pipe diameter:  ______________________________________  Maximum pipeline operation pressure:  _____________________________	



    Minimum depth of cable or pipeline: (Under Rural Roadway 48”)  ____  (Under Curb/Gutter 24”)  ____  (All Other Areas 36”)  ____  (Overhead)  ____



    Method of installation:  _____________________________________  Approximate construction dates:  Start  ____________  Finish  ____________



I, the undersigned, request permission to construct and maintain a utility facility on public right-of-way at the above location and as shown on the attached layout sheet and in accordance with provisions of Administrative Rules of South Dakota, Chapter 70:04:05.  In consideration for this permission, I agree to abide by all conditions of said rules and in addition, the following:



1. This Utility Permit does not replace any other permit, license, or other approval which may be required by any other entity holding a property interest in the right of way, including but not limited to any tribal government, the Office of School and Public Lands, the United States Forest Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  The issuance of this Utility Permit does not relieve the applicant of the obligation to obtain any other approvals that might be required for use of the highway right of way for utility purposes.  The applicant is solely responsible for investigating whether additional approval is required and complying with any other applicable requirements.  If the applicant fails to secure all necessary approvals or comply with all applicable requirements, this permit is of no effect whatsoever and the Department may, at the applicant’s sole expense, cause the immediate removal of the utility facilities.

2. To furnish all materials, labor, incidentals and pay all costs involved with the construction and maintenance of the utility facility.  To perform approved open cut trench operations in accordance with current DOT Open Cut Method of Utility Installation or Repair, Administrative Rule Chapter 70:04:05, Appendix A.   To restore any damaged portions of the roadway and right-of-way to equal or better conditions than existed prior to beginning work covered by this permit.  To not install a utility over the top of any highway drainage structure.  To permanently mark above ground pedestals / facilities with metal flags or markers located at least 48” above ground.

3.	If deemed necessary by the South Dakota Department of Transportation to move or alter the utility installation in any way due to maintenance or highway reconstruction within its present right-of-way width, the alteration will be accomplished by the owner without cost to the State.             

4.            To provide protection to highway traffic during construction and maintenance by the use of proper signs, barricades, flag persons and lights as                 prescribed in the current edition of the “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.”

5.	Workers are required to wear high-visibility safety apparel intended to provide conspicuity during both daytime and nighttime usage, and meeting the Performance Class 2 or 3 requirements of the ANSI/SEA 107-2004 publication entitled "American National Standard for High-Visibility Safety Apparel and Headwear".

6.	To indemnify and hold the State of South Dakota, its Department of Transportation, its officers, agents and employees harmless, from and against any and all actions, suits, damages, liability or other proceedings of any kind or nature brought because of any injuries or damage received or sustained by any person or property on account of the use or occupancy of highway right-of-way designated in this application.



Company	 ________________________________________________  Date  _______________  Email _____________________________________



Address  ______________________________________ City  __________________  State  _____  Zip  ____________  Phone  __________________	



By: (Signature)  ____________________________________  (Printed)  _______________________________________  Title  ___________________





### To be completed by the Department of Transportation ###



Project  _________________________________  Station  ________________  Milepost  ___________________  Maintenance Unit  ______________



1. Prior to commencing construction and upon completion of work the applicant must notify  __________________________________________	

	at  _________________________________________  Phone  _____________________  Email  ___________________________________	



2. Special Conditions (e.g. time of completion requirements, etc.):_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	

3. Attach Special Conditions and Exhibit A if request is for personal wireless service facilities and collocation of luminaire pole(s).



4. Failure to construct and maintain the utility facility in accordance with the provisions of this permit will automatically render this permit null and void and constitute grounds for its removal and/or full restoration of the site at the applicant’s expense.



This permit to construct and maintain a utility facility is granted subject to all conditions as herein stated.



_____________________________________________________   			_____________________________________________________

                      Area Engineer                                     Date 				                      City Representative                             Date



_____________________________________________________                             _____________________________________________________

                    Region Engineer                                   Date                                                                  Bridge / Road Design                            Date



                                                                                                                                       _____________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                           FHWA Representative                           Date

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOT-200



APPLICANT:



1. Complete all items in upper portion of form.  Please print or type.



2. Prepare a separate sheet showing details of the proposed installation.  The drawings should include:



a.	Location of the facility dimensioned to the highway centerline and to the right-of-way line.  Show all section lines and approaches that will be crossed.  Show legal description on drawing, i.e., Section, Township, and Range for rural areas, and Blocks and Lots in 	 urban areas.  Show box culverts, bridges and any other permanent features.  No utility installation will be allowed on top of drainage pipes.



 	b.	Installations on structures must include details of method of attachment.  Allow two (2) additional weeks for approval of the permit.



 	c.	Utility company name, a North arrow, sheet number and total number of sheets if more than one.  Use one side of a sheet only.



 	d.	Any other pertinent information.



3. Sign and submit one (1) copy of the request and one (1) copy of the attachment to the SDDOT Area Engineer for processing.  To find the Area Engineer for your location, see “Area Engineer Addresses” below.





DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:



Area Engineer:



1. Review request and complete lower portion of form.



2. If request is not approved, return request to applicant stating reason for denial.



3. Obtain City review and DOT Bridge / Road Design approval when applicable.



4. Forward to Region Engineer if application location is within Interstate ROW.



5. If request is approved, issue permit to applicant with any attachments.  Copy and scan the signed documents into File Director under Document Type DOT-211.





AREA ENGINEER PHYSICAL AND MAILING ADDRESSES WITH APPROXIMATE COVERAGE AREA BY COUNTY:



Aberdeen – 2735 US Hwy 12 (Physical Address) / PO Box 1767 (Mailing Address)  Aberdeen, SD  57401

Brown, Day, Edmunds, McPherson and Marshall



Watertown – 5000 9th Avenue SE (Physical Address) / PO Box 1446 (Mailing Address)  Watertown, SD  57201

Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin and Roberts



Huron – 901 Dakota North (Physical Adress) / PO Box 940 (Mailing Address)  Huron, SD  57350

Beadle, Clark, Hand, Hyde, Kingsbury and Spink



Mitchell – 1300 S Ohlman Street  Mitchell, SD  57301

Aurora, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Douglas, Davison, Gregory, Hanson, N and W Hutchinson, Jerauld, McCook, W Miner and Sanborn



Sioux Falls – 5316 W 60th Street N  Sioux Falls, SD  57107

Lake, N Lincoln, NE Miner, Minnehaha, Moody and NE Turner



Yankton – 1306 W 31st Street  Yankton, SD  57078

Bon Homme, S Charles Mix, Clay, SE Hutchinson, S Lincoln, SW Turner, Union and Yankton



Pierre – 104 S Garfield Avenue Bldg A  Pierre, SD  57501

Haakon, Hughes, I-90 north of Jackson and Jones, Stanley, Sully and Potter



Winner – 1200 E Hwy 44 (Physical Address) / PO Box 771 (Mailing Address)  Winner, SD  57580

Bennett, Lyman, Mellette, Todd, Tripp and I-90 south in Jackson and Jones



Mobridge – 2311 W US Hwy 12 (Physical Address) / PO Box 488 (Mailing Address)  Mobridge, SD  57601

Campbell, Corson, Dewey, Walworth and Ziebach



Rapid City – Mailing Address: PO Box 1970  Rapid City, SD  57709-1970 | Physical Address: 2300 Eglin Street  Rapid City, SD  57703

W Jackson, I-90 south in Lawrence, SD 34 south in Meade and Pennington



[bookmark: _Hlk115273974]Belle Fourche – 10921 SD Hwy 34  Belle Fourche, SD  57717

Butte, Harding, N Lawrence, N Meade and Perkins



Custer – PO Box 431  Custer, SD  57730

Custer, Fall River, Oglala Lakota, and SW Pennington




Distribution: Original – Owner; Copies – Access Management, Area Office       v.10/2005 


DOT-166 
Application for Highway Access Permit 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 


Instructions:  Please contact the local South Dakota Department of Transportation office to determine what 
supporting documents must accompany this application.  Please submit a separate application and supporting 
documentation for each access requested.  Attach additional sheets as necessary.  Please print or type. 
Owner and applicant agree to comply with special and standard conditions if access permitted. 
Property Owner: 
Name(s): 
Mailing Address: 
City, State, Zip 
Daytime Phone: 


Applicant (if different from Owner): 
Name(s): 
Mailing Address: 
City, State, Zip 
Daytime Phone: 


Property to be Served by Approach: 
County: 
Section:        Township:        Range: 
Or 
Subdivision:            Block/Lot: 
Street Address: 
City: 


State Highway to be Accessed by Approach: 
 
State Highway Number: 
 
Access would be _____ feet (north, south, east or west) 
from __________________________ (nearest cross 
street). 
Type of Permit Requested (check one) 


 New approach 
 Change in use 
 Temporary access 
 Improve existing access 
 Relocate existing access 
 Remove existing access 


Land Use of Property to be Served (check 
one): 


 Agricultural: acres served ______ 
 Business: type __________________ total 


square footage of buildings:____ number of 
employees _______ 


 Residential: number of single-family dwellings 
______, or number of multi-family dwellings 
_______. 


 Other: describe _________________ 
Requested Approach Width (circle one) 
  24’      30’      36’      40’ 


Local Government Reviews: 
County: 
Comments: 
 
Concurrence signature:____________Date:_____ 


Municipality: 
Comments: 
 
Concurrence signature:________________ Date:_______ 


Estimated Date of Construction: 


I, the undersigned, request permission to construct or modify an access approach subject to the rules and 
regulations set forth in SDCL 70:09. 
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Signature of Applicant:                                                                Date:___/___/___ 
 


 Signature of Owner (if different than applicant):                       Date:___/___/___ 
 
Supporting Materials Required: 
(Required)                                              (Received) 


Received by SDDOT:    Date:___/___/___ 


  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


Access Approach Design 
Vicinity Map 


Traffic Volumes 
Three Copies of Site Plan 


Traffic Control Plan 
Proof of Liability Insurance 
Detailed Development Plan 


Drainage Plan 
Traffic Impact Study 
Revegetation Plan 


Other _________________ 


  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


Decision: (to be made after Application Review) 
 


 Access Approved 
 Access Approved with Variance: ________________ 


 
__________________________________________ 


 Access Denied 


Terms and Conditions of Approval (or Reason for Denial) 
 
 
 
Access Must be Constructed By:  ___/___/___ 
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SDDOT Area Engineer Signature: 
 
 
Date:  ___/___/___ 


SDDOT Area: 
    Area Office ___________________________ 
    Contact Person _______________________ 
    Contact Phone ________________________ 
    Permit Number ________________________ 
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SDDOT Highway Access Permit Application Review Sheet (to be completed by SDDOT) 
Highway Access Classification: (check one) 
  Expressway 


 Free Flow Urban 
 Intermediate Urban 
 Urban Developed 
 Urban Fringe 
 Rural 


Highway ___________ 
MRM + Displacement ____+____ 
Left            Right    
Average Daily Traffic _________ 
Accidents (three years)________ 


Highway Alignment to Left of Access (as seen when 
standing on access) 


Highway Alignment to Right of Access (as seen when 
standing on access) 


 Straight 
 Turns left 
 Turns right 


 
 Flat 
 Slopes up 
 Slopes down 


Stopping Sight Distance: _____ ft. 
Entering Sight Distance: _____ ft. 
Posted Speed Limit: _____ mph 
 


 0-3% grade 
 3-5% grade 
 >5% grade 


  


 Straight 
 Turns left 
 Turns right 


 
 Flat 
 Slopes up 
 Slopes down 


Stopping Sight Distance: _____ ft. 
Entering Sight Distance: _____ ft. 
Posted Speed Limit _____ mph 
 


 0-3% grade 
 3-5 % grade 
 >5% grade 


Significant Design and Potential Impact Considerations (check all that apply and explain checked items): 
 Sidewalks or Bike Paths 
 Curb & Gutter 
 On-Street Parking 
 Shoulder Width 
 Historical Resources 


 Surface Drainage 
 Drainage Structures 
 Major Structures 
 Guard Rail 
 Above-Ground Utilities 
 Railroad Tracks 


 Distance to Nearby Streets, Both Directions 
 Distance to Nearby Driveways, Both Directions 
 Others Streets with Access or Available Access 
 Traffic Control Devices or Relocation Needed 
 Median Crossovers 


    Explain impact on design: 


SDDOT Region Traffic Engineer Review (optional): 
   Comments: 
 
 
 
 
   Signature: _______________ date: ___/___/___ 
    


SDDOT Access Management Review (optional): 
   Comments: 
 
 
 
 
   Signature: ______________________ date: ___/___/___ 


  
APPROACH DESIGN SKETCH List Attachments: 


 Driveway details 
 Culvert details 
 Mailbox details 
 Fencing details 
 Cattle guard 
 Sidewalk details 
 Median crossovers 
 Recreation paths 
 Rail crossings 
 Auxiliary lanes 
 Storm sewer 
 Pavement 
 Curb & gutter 
 Traffic Control 
 Sign/signal/marking 
 Other 


SDDOT Review Performed by:                                                                                           Date: ___/___/___ 


 







State Highway Access Approach Permit 
Standard Conditions 


 
When this permit was issued, the Department made its decision based in part on information submitted 
by the applicant, what alternative access to other public roads and streets was available, the operation of 
the highway and safety and design standards.  Changes in access approach use or design not approved 
by the Department may cause the revocation or suspension of the permit.  The permittee is responsible 
for the costs of construction, maintenance, and removal (if necessary) of the approach. 
 
PERMIT EXPIRATION 
A permit shall be considered expired if the access is not under construction within one year of the permit 
issue date or before the expiration of any authorized extension.  When the permittee is unable to 
commence construction within one year after the permit issue date, the permittee may request a one-year 
extension from the Department.  Only one extension may be granted.  Any request for an extension must 
be in writing and submitted to the Department before the permit expires.  The request should state the 
reasons why the extension is necessary, when construction is anticipated, and include a copy of page 1 
(face of permit) of the access permit.  Extension approvals shall be in writing.  Any person wishing to 
reestablish an access permit that has expired may begin again with the application procedures. 
 
CONSTRUCTION 
1. The construction of the access and its appurtenances as required by the terms and conditions of the 


permit shall be completed at the expense of the permittee.  All materials used in the construction of 
the access within the highway right-of-way or on permanent easements, become public property.  
Any materials removed from the highway right-of-way will be disposed of only as directed by the 
Department.   Only clean fill material may be used for construction.  Rubble and organic materials are 
prohibited.  Permittee is responsible for salvaging and replacing topsoil, erosion control and 
revegetation of access. 


2. The permittee shall notify the Area Office at least two working days prior to any construction within 
state highway right-of-way.  Construction of the access shall not proceed until the access permit is 
issued.  The access shall be completed in an expeditious and safe manner and shall be finished 
within 45 days from the initiation of construction within the highway right-of-way.  One construction 
time extension may be requested from the Area Engineer.  The permittee shall also notify the Area 
Office two days prior to substantial completion of the access construction. 


3. A utility permit shall be obtained for any utility work within highway right-of-way.  Where necessary to 
remove, relocate, or repair any traffic control device or public or private utility for the construction of a 
permitted access, the relocation, removal or repair shall be accomplished by the permittee without 
cost to the Department, and at the direction of the Department or utility company.  Any damage to the 
state highway or other public right-of-way beyond that which is allowed in the permit shall be repaired 
immediately.  The permittee is responsible for the repair of any utility damaged in the course of 
access construction, reconstruction or repair.  Utilities are responsible for salvaging and replacing 
topsoil and must have an approved erosion control and revegetation plan.  A final inspection must be 
held with the utility at the completion of the work. 


4. The Department and the local government may inspect the access during construction and upon 
completion of the access to determine that all terms and conditions of the permit are met.  Inspectors 
are authorized to enforce the conditions of the permit during and after construction and to halt any 
activities within state right-of-way that do not comply with the provisions of the permit, that conflict 
with concurrent highway construction or maintenance work, that endanger highway property, natural 
or cultural resources protected by law, or the health and safety of workers or the public. 


5. Prior to using the access, the permittee is required to complete the construction according to the 
terms and conditions of the permit.  Failure by the permittee to abide by all permit terms and 
conditions shall be sufficient cause for the Department to initiate action to suspend or revoke the 
permit and close the access.  If in the determination of the Department the failure to comply with or 
complete the construction requirements of the permit create a highway safety hazard, such shall be 
sufficient cause for the summary suspension of the permit.  If the permittee wishes to use the access 
prior to completion, arrangements must be approved by the Department and included in the permit.  
The Department may order a halt to any unauthorized use of the access pursuant to statutory and 
regulatory powers.  Reconstruction or improvement of the access may be required when the 
permittee has failed to meet required specifications of design or materials.   


6. The permittee shall provide construction traffic control devices at all times during access construction, 
in conformance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices as required by state statute. 







7. In the event it becomes necessary to remove any right-of-way fence, the posts on either side of the 
access shall be securely braced with an approved end post before the fence is cut to prevent any 
slacking of the remaining fence. 


8. The permittee shall ensure that a copy of the permit is available for review at the construction site at 
all times.  The permit may require the contractor to notify the individual or office specified on the 
permit at any specified phases in construction to allow the field inspector to inspect various aspects of 
the construction such as concrete forms, subbase, base course compaction, and materials 
specifications.  Minor changes and additions may be ordered by the Department or local authority 
field inspector to meet unanticipated site conditions. 


9. Each access shall be constructed in a manner that shall not cause water to enter onto the roadway or 
shoulder, and shall not interfere with the existing drainage system on the right-of-way or any adopted 
municipal system and drainage plan. 


10. By accepting the permit, permittee agrees to save, indemnify, and hold harmless to the extend 
allowed by law, the Department, its officers, and employees from suits, actions, claims of any type or 
character brought because of injuries or damage sustained by any person resulting from the 
permittee’s use of the access permit during construction of the access. 


 
CHANGES IN ACCESS USE AND PERMIT VIOLATIONS 
1. It is the responsibility of the property owner and permittee to ensure that the use of the access to the 


property is not in violation of the permit terms and conditions.  The terms and conditions of any permit 
are binding upon all assigns, successors-in-interest, heirs and occupants.  If any significant changes 
are made or will be made in the use of the property that will affect access operation, traffic volume 
and or vehicle type, the permittee or property owner shall contact the Department to determine if a 
new access permit and modification to the access are required. 


2. When an access is constructed or used inconsistent with the terms and conditions in violation of the 
permit, the Department may summarily suspend an access permit and immediately order closure of 
the access. 


 
MAINTENANCE 


The permittee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of the access beyond the edge 
of the roadway including:  


(1) surfacing , 
(2) curb and gutter, 
(3) cattle guard and gate,  
(4) vegetation control,  
(5) removal or clearance of snow or ice upon the access even though deposited on the access in 


the course of department snow removal operations,  
(6) repair and replacement of any access-related culverts of 36 inch diameter or smaller within the 


right-of-way in unincorporated areas, 
(7) obtaining department approval for all culvert repairs, drainage repairs, resurfacing, and 


changes in access design or configuration, and 
(8) all other maintenance required for continued safe and satisfactory operation of the access 


point.   
The department shall perform no maintenance of access points, except: 


(1) modification of access point as necessary to meet adjacent highway reconstruction, as 
determined by the department,  


(2) access surface maintenance only when the department performs similar type maintenance on 
the highway at the access, 


(3) maintenance of new approaches required for construction under §31-24-1 and §31-24-2. 
(4) culvert cleaning in unincorporated areas, and 
(5) repair and replacement of culverts larger than 36” diameter in unincorporated areas.   


In the event that the permittee fails to maintain an access point, the department may declare the 
negligently maintained access point a public nuisance, and upon notice to the permittee, may correct 
maintenance deficiencies at cost to the owner.  
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Access Approach Construction Inspection Form 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 


To: (person who will conduct field inspection) 


address 


address 


Address/zip 


After completion, return form to person/office: 


The assigned field inspector is to complete this form for each newly completed access and return 
the form as noted in the upper right.  This form is to confirm installation of an access.  If during 
construction, the inspector should determine problems, such as poor traffic control, materials, or 
failure to adhere to the permit, they are to order the problems corrected, work may be shut down if 
necessary, and/or area office contacted for direction.  All construction shall be completed within 45 
days unless extension granted in writing by Area Engineer. 
Permittee name and phone: 


Access location: Permit number: 


Local jurisdiction: Permit issue date: 


SDDOT Area: Permit construction began: _______________ 
Permit construction ended: _______________ 
Permit extension granted: ________________ 
 


This access has been constructed in reasonable conformance with the issued access permit: 
   Inspector signature ____________________________________  Date _____________ 


This access has NOT been constructed in reasonable conformance with the issued access permit: 
   Inspector signature ____________________________________ Date ______________ 


Items not in conformance or inspector comments: 


 


 





		Application for Highway Access Permit

		Or

		Received by SDDOT:    Date:___/___/___

		Highway ___________

		Highway Alignment to Left of Access (as seen when standing on access)

		 Straight

		Stopping Sight Distance: _____ ft.

		SDDOT Access Management Review (optional):

		APPROACH DESIGN SKETCH

		List Attachments:

		PERMIT EXPIRATION

		CONSTRUCTION

		CHANGES IN ACCESS USE AND PERMIT VIOLATIONS

		MAINTENANCE
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01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota Public 
Utilities Commission 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 
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January 27, 2026 

Chairman Gary Hanson 
South Dakota PUC Commission 
500 E Capitol Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Chairman Hanson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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January 27, 2026 

take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/15/2026 Letter Otter Tail 
Power 
Company 

South Dakota 
Historic 
Preservation Office 
(SDSHPO) 

Request for input and notification of the Facility 

01/20/2026 Email SDSHPO HDR Requested clarification on recipient of letter  

01/21/2026 Email HDR SDSHPO Response to clarification on recipient of letter 

01/27/2026 Email SDSHPO HDR Follow-up question on submittal to the SHPO 
office via ERC system 

01/27/2026 Email HDR SDSHPO Response to follow-up questions on submittal to 
the SHPO office via ERC system 

02/19/2026 Email/Letter SDSHPO HDR ERC Review Response Letter 

02/20/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company, HDR, 
and SDSHPO 

Discussion of proposed methodology and 
recommendations 
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January 15, 2026 

Garry Guan 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office 
900 Governors Drive 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Guan, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We are requesting your agency’s input regarding cultural resource considerations within the South Dakota 
portion of the Project area. Specifically, we seek guidance on compliance with South Dakota Codified Law 
(SDCL) 1-19A-11.1 and any requirements for consultation under state preservation laws. If federal 
funding, licensing, or permitting becomes applicable, we understand that Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act may also apply, and we will coordinate accordingly. 

Additionally, we request your review of the study area for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards selecting a corridor. We would also appreciate being made aware of any 
proposed developments your agency may be aware of within the Study Area in addition to any 
information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies. 
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We intend to submit project information through your Electronic Review & Compliance (ERC) system to 
facilitate tracking and commenting. We will submit additional information regarding cultural resources 
studies completed in the future but, please confirm any additional documentation you require for this initial 
submission.  

In addition, we plan to coordinate with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and Tribal governments with 
an interest in cultural resources within or near the Study Area to address potential effects on Traditional 
Cultural Properties and properties of religious or cultural significance. Please advise if there are specific 
protocols or contacts your office recommends for this coordination. 

Your input will help ensure that the Project meets all applicable requirements and avoids or minimizes 
impacts on historic properties. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 16, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jennifer Bring 
Cultural Resource Lead, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600  
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416  
Phone: 651-324-0432 
Email: jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Scheidecker  
Principal, Environmental Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: Preliminary Project Map 
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You don't often get email from katie.wasley@state.sd.us. Learn why this is important

To: Wasley, Katie <Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us>
Subject: RE: [EXT] Question: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Project

Wonderful. Thanks so much!

Jennifer Bring
M 651.324.0432

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Wasley, Katie <Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 8:52 AM
To: Bring, Jennifer <jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: Question: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Project

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Jenny,

I can send this out to Cassie in the mail today.

Thank you,

Katie Wasley
Review & Compliance Coordinator

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
katie.wasley@state.sd.us 
605-773-2906 | 900 Governors Drive, Pierre | history.sd.gov

From: Bring, Jennifer <jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 8:46 AM
To: Wasley, Katie <Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us>
Subject: RE: [EXT] Question: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Project

Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out. The letter was meant for Cassie Voigt – apologies for the
error in the address. Is it possible to forward the letter to Cassie? If not, we can send out a new
letter with the correct address.

Thanks,
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You don't often get email from katie.wasley@state.sd.us. Learn why this is important

Jenny

Jennifer Bring
M 651.324.0432

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Wasley, Katie <Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 4:25 PM
To: Bring, Jennifer <jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com>
Subject: Question: Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Project

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon Jennifer,

In today’s mail, the Cultural Heritage Center received the attached letter regarding the proposed Big
Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Project, which included your contact
information. I am reaching out as I am hoping we can get some clarification on who this letter is
supposed to go to. Is it supposed to go to Cassie Vogt, the State Archaeologist, at the Archaeological
Research Center in Rapid City, SD or to Garry Guan, the State Historic Preservation Officer, at the
Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre, SD?

Thank you,

Katie Wasley
Review & Compliance Coordinator

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
katie.wasley@state.sd.us 
605-773-2906 | 900 Governors Drive, Pierre | history.sd.gov
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From: SD.gov Portal
To: Bring, Jennifer
Subject: ERC Review Response Letter - 260128010S
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 3:00:38 PM
Attachments: u_image_service

260128010S - Scheidecker Prelim.pdf

You don't often get email from contactus@portal.sd.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Jennifer,

Attached, please find a letter from SHPO regarding the Big Stone South to Hankinson to
Bison 345kV Transmission Line Project (SHPO Project Number: 260128010S). SHPO will
continue review of the project under SDCL 1-19A-11.1 upon receipt of the additional
information. 

If you have any questions, please contact Katie Wasley at Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us or at 605-
773-2906.

Sincerely,

DOE - State Historical Society Request

This email was sent to you by South Dakota Citizen Services
2026 SD.gov | All rights Reserved

Ref:MSG2173456_5IArU02UKNEbO5zOHiF6
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February 19, 2026


 


 


Kevin Scheidecker 
Otter Tail Power Company 
215 South Cascade Street 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537


 


SDCL 1-19A-11.1 Consultation 
Project: 260128010S – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345kV Transmission Line Project 
Location: Grant, Roberts 
PUC - South Dakota Public Utilities Commission


 


Dear Mr. Scheidecker,


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project pursuant to SDCL 1-
19A-11.1. SDCL 1-19A-11.1 outlines a specific process that must be followed prior to any 
governmental action, including the issuance of permits, that may harm any historic property that 
is included in the National or State Registers of Historic Places. The South Dakota Office of the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) would like to provide the following comments 
concerning effect of the proposed project on the non-renewable cultural resources of South 
Dakota.


On January 27, 2026, the SHPO received your letter dated January 21, 2026, along with a map 
of the proposed study area regarding the above-referenced project to construct an approximately 
60-mile long 345 kV transmission line with steel monopoles with concrete bases and associated 
upgrades and expansions at the Big Stone South substation within Roberts and Grant Counties, 
South Dakota. 


As a project seeking a permit from the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (PUC), the 
project will be subject to the permitting requirements of the PUC in addition to SDCL 1-19A11.1. 
Outlined in the Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) at 20:10:22:23, the applicant 
seeking a permit from the South Dakota PUC shall include an identification and analysis of the 
proposed project, which includes “a forecast of the impact on landmarks and cultural resources 
of historic, religious, archaeological, scenic, natural, or other cultural significance."


To assist the Otter Tail Power Company and Xcel Energy in meeting the requirements of the 
South Dakota PUC permit Application, SHPO recommends that the applicant: 


1. Provide a copy of the original official record search from the Archaeological Research 
Center that identifies the previously recorded cultural resources within one mile of the 
proposed project area.
2. Have a qualified archaeologist complete an intensive field survey of the project area.
3. Conduct an analysis of the visual effects that the transmission line and substation will 
have on cultural resources within one mile of the project area. 







4. Follow up with the Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and Tribal governments that 
indicated an interest in cultural resources within or near the project area concerning the 
project’s potential effects on Traditional Cultural Properties associated with American 
Indian Tribes and/or properties of religious and cultural significance to them.


Once the additional information has been obtained regarding historic properties and cultural 
resources which could be affected by the project, please submit that information to SHPO for 
review and comment under SDCL 1-19A-11.1. 


Please note that this letter does not relieve the responsible party/parties of requirements 
regarding compliance with any other historic preservation laws. Should the project ever be 
federally funded, licensed, permitted, or approved, the project would be considered a federal 
undertaking for which the responsible federal agency must comply with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.


Should you require any additional information, please contact Katie Wasley at 
Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us or at 605-773-2906. Your concern for the non-renewable cultural 
heritage of our state is appreciated.


Sincerely, 
Garry Guan 
State Historic Preservation Officer


 


 


Katie Wasley 
Review & Compliance Coordinator


 


 


CC: Jennifer Bring - HDR Engineering, Inc. 







February 19, 2026

Kevin Scheidecker
Otter Tail Power Company
215 South Cascade Street
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

SDCL 1-19A-11.1 Consultation
Project: 260128010S – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345kV Transmission Line Project
Location: Grant, Roberts
PUC - South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

Dear Mr. Scheidecker,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project pursuant to SDCL 1-
19A-11.1. SDCL 1-19A-11.1 outlines a specific process that must be followed prior to any
governmental action, including the issuance of permits, that may harm any historic property that
is included in the National or State Registers of Historic Places. The South Dakota Office of the
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) would like to provide the following comments
concerning effect of the proposed project on the non-renewable cultural resources of South
Dakota.

On January 27, 2026, the SHPO received your letter dated January 21, 2026, along with a map
of the proposed study area regarding the above-referenced project to construct an approximately
60-mile long 345 kV transmission line with steel monopoles with concrete bases and associated
upgrades and expansions at the Big Stone South substation within Roberts and Grant Counties,
South Dakota.

As a project seeking a permit from the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (PUC), the
project will be subject to the permitting requirements of the PUC in addition to SDCL 1-19A11.1.
Outlined in the Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) at 20:10:22:23, the applicant
seeking a permit from the South Dakota PUC shall include an identification and analysis of the
proposed project, which includes “a forecast of the impact on landmarks and cultural resources
of historic, religious, archaeological, scenic, natural, or other cultural significance."

To assist the Otter Tail Power Company and Xcel Energy in meeting the requirements of the
South Dakota PUC permit Application, SHPO recommends that the applicant: 

1. Provide a copy of the original official record search from the Archaeological Research
Center that identifies the previously recorded cultural resources within one mile of the
proposed project area.
2. Have a qualified archaeologist complete an intensive field survey of the project area.
3. Conduct an analysis of the visual effects that the transmission line and substation will
have on cultural resources within one mile of the project area.
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4. Follow up with the Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and Tribal governments that
indicated an interest in cultural resources within or near the project area concerning the
project’s potential effects on Traditional Cultural Properties associated with American
Indian Tribes and/or properties of religious and cultural significance to them.

Once the additional information has been obtained regarding historic properties and cultural
resources which could be affected by the project, please submit that information to SHPO for
review and comment under SDCL 1-19A-11.1. 

Please note that this letter does not relieve the responsible party/parties of requirements
regarding compliance with any other historic preservation laws. Should the project ever be
federally funded, licensed, permitted, or approved, the project would be considered a federal
undertaking for which the responsible federal agency must comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.

Should you require any additional information, please contact Katie Wasley at
Katie.Wasley@state.sd.us or at 605-773-2906. Your concern for the non-renewable cultural
heritage of our state is appreciated.

Sincerely,
Garry Guan
State Historic Preservation Officer

Katie Wasley
Review & Compliance Coordinator

CC: Jennifer Bring - HDR Engineering, Inc. 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Office of the Governor, 
South Dakota 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota 
Legislature, District 1 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota 
Legislature, District 4 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 
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January 27, 2026 

Governor Larry Rhoden 
Office of the Governor, State of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Governor Rhoden, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone South to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on 
public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available information, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer 
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600 
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416 
Phone: 763-591-5463 
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 
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January 27, 2026 

 
  

Sincerely, 

 
George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

Representative Logan Manhart 
South Dakota Legislature, District 1 
2640 130th St NW, Lot 81 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Representative Manhart, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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January 27, 2026 

take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

ERTIIIL fl Xcel Energy· 
POWER COMPANY 



January 27, 2026 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

206 It 

1975ft 

@BSSHB Project Substations 

BSS to Hankinson to Bison Study Area 

c:J Counties 

□ Proposed Corridors 

Qui 
Parle 

BIG STONE SOUTH - HANKINSON - BISON 

ERTIIIL fl Xcel Energy· 
POWER COMPANY 



January 27, 2026 

 
  

Representative Dylan Jordan 
South Dakota Legislature, District 4 
PO Box 651 
Clear Lake, SD 57226 
 
Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Representative Jordan, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
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January 27, 2026 

take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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Tribal Governments 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

11/18/2025 Meeting Otter Tail Power and Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate Tribe 

Facility Introduction 

01/15/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company Tribes 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/15/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Bureau of Indian 
Affairs 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

02/11/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power and Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate Tribe 

Facility Discussion and Cultural 
Training 

02/12/2026 Email/Letter 
Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe 

Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Response to Request for Input – 
Facility Notification Letter 

03/24/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company, Grant 
County Commission, and Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate Tribe 

Facility Status Update 

06/08/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Oyate 

Project Update and Request for 
Feedback 

07/13/2026 Email 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Oyate 

Reintroduction of Project and 
Discussion of Next Steps 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

07/14/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Oyate 

Request for Review of Level I Cultural 
Resources Report 

07/14/2026 Email 
Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Oyate 

Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Response to Request for Review of 
Level I Cultural Resources Report 
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January 15, 2026 

Dianne Desrosiers 
THPO 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 
12554 BIA Hwy 711, PO Box 907 
Agency Village, SD 57262 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Desrosiers, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. At this early stage, it is 
unknown if compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act will be needed. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone South to Hankinson segment.  
Corridors will be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and 
constructability best practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once 
prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-
coordinate with your agency to gather further information and comment. 

We are requesting your review of the preliminary Project information and study area maps 
enclosed to help identify opportunities and constraints as we move towards defining the 
preliminary routes. We appreciate and value your input for us to avoid or minimize impacts to tribally 
significant resources, if they are present. Please provide any available data, concerns, or 
recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will help us to develop a comprehensive 
environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and complies with applicable laws. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Jennifer Bring 
Cultural Resource Lead, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
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January 15, 2026 

 
  

1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600 
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416 
Phone: 651-324-0432 
Email: jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, Tribes, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and 
refine a preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration 
as we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

 
Nicholas Olson 
Senior Project Manager 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Study Area Map 
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January 15, 2026 

Olivia Steve 
Regional Director, Great Plains Region 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
115 4th Avenue Southeast, Suite 400 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Steve, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency 
to gather further information and comment. 

We respectfully request your review of the preliminary Project information and Project map enclosed 
herewith. Your comments on tribal interests, cultural and historic resources, and any other relevant 
regulatory or permitting issues would be greatly appreciated. Please provide any available data, 
concerns, or recommendations by February 16, 2026. Your input will help the Owners develop a 
comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and complies with 
applicable laws. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer 
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600 
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416 
Phone: 763-591-5463 
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com 
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January 15, 2026 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as we 
advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas Olson  
Senior Project Manager 
Otter Tail Power Company 

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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February 6, 2026 Via Internet 

HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Bring, Cultural Resource Lead, HDR Engineering, Inc.  
1601 Utica Ave South – Suite 600 
Saint Louis Park, MN  55416 

RE:  Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project. 
Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate a new 
345 kV high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone 
City, SD, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, ND, terminating at the Bison Substation near 
Mapleton, ND.  
Cass, Richland Co’s., ND  
Grant, Roberts Co’s., SD 

LL THPO No. 26-046-NCRI 

Dear Jennifer Bring, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project.  This has been reviewed pursuant to the 
responsibilities given to the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended in 1992, and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (38CFR800). 

I have reviewed the documentation.  After careful consideration of our records, I have determined that the Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe does not have any recorded historic properties, within this area.  ** This does not mean there are not 
any cultural resources present, at this time. ** 

Should any human remains or suspected human remains be encountered, all work shall cease and the following personnel should 
be notified immediately:  County Sheriff’s Office, Office of the State Archaeologist, and the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe along 
with other interested parties.   

Please note the above determination does not “exempt” future projects from Section 106 review.  In the event of any other tribe 
notifying you of an issue or us (LLBO) of concerns for this specific project, we may reenter into the consultation process. 

You may contact me at (218) 335-2940 if you have questions regarding our review of this project.  Please refer to the LL-THPO 
Number as stated above in all correspondence with this project. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gina M Lemon 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer    
______________________________________________________________________________________________                   _____              

Leech Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Office - Established in 1996 
190 Sailstar Drive NE * Cass Lake, MN 56633 

Gina.lemon@llojibwe.net 

LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Gina M Lemon, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Anita M Cloud, Tribal Historic Preservation Assistant 
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From: Olson, Nicholas A.
To: dianned; Wayne Cloud
Cc: Mayer, Michael; Bring, Jennifer; Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Steingaard, Craig L.
Subject: Re: BSSHB: Proposed Route KMZ for southern segment
Date: Monday, June 8, 2026 9:20:30 AM
Attachments: Outlook-fwve3cea.png

Outlook-tp2fv4o4.png
Outlook-uyjozeba.png
Outlook-aifwiddd.png
Outlook-plqlbvro.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hau Dianne and Wayne,

I hope you’ve been doing well. Thank you again for taking the time to review the proposed
route from Big Stone South to Hankinson. I truly appreciate your continued engagement
and the perspective you bring as we work through this segment of the BSSHB 345‑kV
Transmission Project together.  Here are some updates on the project:

1. ‎Big Stone South to Hankinson (southern segment)
I wanted to provide an update on the status of our cultural resources survey
planning for the southern segment of the project. We have received the cultural
resources literature review completed by our consultant, HDR, and will be meeting
with the South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) soon to begin
developing a field survey plan. The timing of field survey work is not yet scheduled,
and we will continue to coordinate closely with SWO THPO as we schedule the
next steps.
As the route is drawn today (see KMZ files sent May 4 or the BSSHB website), we
are beginning to look ahead to potential field surveys during the summer of 2026.
Before developing next steps, I wanted to check in to see whether the current
alignment raises any early awareness, sensitivities, or considerations you would
like to share with Otter Tail Power at this stage. Your early insight is always very
helpful for us.
After you’ve had an opportunity to consider the proposed route and this update, I
would appreciate the chance to connect and discuss any feedback you may have,
as well as potential next steps. At that time, I would also like to include our
consultant, HDR, as we begin planning upcoming work.  I have copied Mike Mayer
and Jenny Bring from HDR on this e-mail.

2. ‎Hankinson to Bison (northern segment)
Public open houses have been scheduled for June 16-17:

June 16  11:00-1:00 pm in Mapleton, ND
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June 16  4:00-6:00pm in Colfax, ND
June 17  11:00-1:00pm in Mooreton, ND

Feedback from these open houses will help inform routing efforts in late summer
to identify 2-4 preliminary routes.  And a second round of open houses is targeted
for fall 2026 for the northern segment.  A single proposed route would be identified
sometime around the end of the year for the northern segment.  Therefore, field
surveys are expected to take place in 2027 for the northern segment.

As always, I appreciate your willingness to work with us on this project. Please let us
know if you have any questions and thank you again for the time and care you put into
this process.

Kind regards,
-Nic

Nicholas Olson
Sr. Project Manager
215 S. Cascade Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537
Office: 218-739-8417
Cell: 218-301-1765
otpco.com
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From: Olson, Nicholas A. <nolson@otpco.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 8:21 AM
To: dianned <dianned@swo-nsn.gov>; Wayne Cloud <waynec@swo-nsn.gov>
Cc: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Mayer, Michael
<michael.mayer@hdrinc.com>; Bring, Jennifer <jennifer.bring@hdrinc.com>
Subject: BSSHB: Cultural Resources Coordination and Next Steps

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dianne and Wayne,

I hope you are doing well.

As we advance the work within the BSSHB 345kV Transmission Line Project, I would like
to re-introduce my team: Kevin Scheidecker, Otter Tail Power's Principal Environmental
Services, who is OTP's primary cultural resources representative for this effort.  I would
also like to introduce Jenny Bring from HDR, who will participate in the next steps
associated with cultural resources and Tribal engagement activities.  Mike Mayer, HDR
Project Manager, will continue to provide project coordination support.

The BSSHB team has been working to develop a coordinated plan for next steps.  Kevin
will be sending a follow-up communication soon outlining the proposed path forward,
engagement opportunities, and the consultation process we intend to use moving
forward.

I am committed to approaching this work with transparency, respect, and seeking SWO
input as we advance the BSSHB project.  We welcome your questions, feedback, and
perspectives as we work together moving forward.

Respectfully,
-Nic

Nicholas Olson
Sr. Project Manager
215 S. Cascade Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537
Office: 218-739-8417
Cell: 218-301-1765
otpco.com
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CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Morning Dianne and Wayne,

Our consultant HDR has completed a Level I Cultural Resources Review report for our
Big Stone South-Hankinson-Bison 345kV Transmission Project in South Dakota.  The
report was submitted to SD SHPO on July 9th for their review.  At this time, we are also
submitting the report to the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe for your review.  It is our
hope that the Tribe will assist us in conducting field surveys in order to identify cultural
resources that need to be protected and preserved as we work to site and construct this
project.  

We will meet with SD SHPO to finalize our field survey plan once they have reviewed the
report.  After that, we would like to meet with the SWO Tribe to make plans for
conducting the field survey with HDR field staff and SWO THPO staff.  We are planning to
conduct field surveys in SD late this summer and early fall as conditions allow.  We also
hope that the Tribe is able to assist with future field surveys for the North Dakota portion
of the project and monitoring for the entire project when we move into ground disturbing
activities related to geotechnical or construction work.

Let me know if you need any other information that would assist you with your review.

Thank you for your assistance and, as always, we look forward to working with the SWO
Tribe.  

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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Introduction 
Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) proposes to build the Big Stone South to Hankinson to 
Bison 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line (BSSHB Project) to connect the existing Big Stone South 
Substation west of Big Stone City to the existing Hankinson Substation in North Dakota, crossing 
the South Dakota/North Dakota border northeast of New Effington between Lien and Victor 
Townships (Figure 1). The segment of the Project from the Big Stone South Substation to the 
South Dakota/North Dakoka border is considered the Facility. The Facility will include the single-
circuit line built on monopole steel structures (heights ranging from 120-160 feet), expansion and 
modification of the Big Stone South Substation (entirely on Otter Tail owned property), and 
temporary laydown/staging areas, pulling/tensioning sites, and access roads. The Facility 
includes a 150-foot wide (75 feet either side of centerline) corridor. 


The following Level I Cultural Resource Letter Report covers the Proposed Facility in Grant and 
Roberts counties, South Dakota. It includes a review of South Dakota Archaeological Records 
Management System (ARMS) cultural resource data, South Dakota Cultural Resource 
Geographic Research Information Display (CRGRID), and historical maps and aerial 
photographs. To develop a thorough understanding of the Proposed Facility context, HDR 
reviewed a Cultural Resources Study Area (CRSA) consisting of a one-mile buffer from the 
Facility. All work was completed in accordance with the South Dakota Guidelines for Complying 
with Federal and State Preservation Laws (SHPO 2023) and the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation (National Park Service 
1983). 


Regulatory Context 
The Facility requires submission of a Facility Permit Application (Permit) to the Public Utilities 
Commission of the State of South Dakota (the Commission) pursuant to South Dakota Codified 
Laws (SDCL) Chapter 49-41B and Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) Chapter 
20:10:22. Therefore, the Facility must comply with SDCL 1-19A-11.1. In addition, the Facility 
anticipates funding from the Department of Energy (DOE), and therefore, will likely need to comply 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. § 306108), and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR § 800 (referred to as Section 106 throughout this document).  


Human Environment Context 
Grant and Roberts Counties are situated within the Coteau des Prairies physiographic region of 
northeastern South Dakota, adjacent to the Big Stone Lake–Minnesota River drainage. The 
glaciated upland landscape includes prairie pothole wetlands, rolling moraine topography, and 
abundant surface water sources. The 2018 South Dakota State Plan for Archaeological 
Resources emphasizes that northeastern South Dakota contains dense and stratified 
archaeological deposits, particularly near lakes, wetlands, and upland edges, reflecting repeated 
occupation over millennia (Sundstrom 2019). 
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Paleoindian Period (ca. 11,500 - 6,000 BCE) 
The earliest occupation of northeastern South Dakota dates to the beginning of the Holocene. 
Paleoindian groups were highly mobile hunter-gatherers who sustained themselves on 
megafauna such as mammoths and bison (Anderson and Gillam 2000). These groups often 
established short-term camps and kill sites, typically located near water sources (USDA 2026). 
Diagnostic cultural materials dating to the Paleoindian Period may include Clovis and Folsom 
projectile points, fluted bifaces and specialized hunting tools. Common site types may include 
lithic scatters and hunting camp remnants manifesting in hearth features and fire-cracked rock 
scatters. Rarely, a megafauna kill or processing site may appear in the archaeological record. 
Paleoindian sites are among the rarest site types to encounter in South Dakota due to its glaciated 
geological history.  


Plains Archaic Period (ca. 6,000BCE - 500CE) 
The Plains Archaic period reflects decreasing megafauna populations (Mandel 2006) and regional 
adaptation as well as repeated seasonal occupation. It also coincides with the expansion of 
Tallgrass Prairies throughout much of the contemporary central United States, which 
subsequently expanded with the American bison population. Archaic sites indicate that 
populations developed atlatls (spear thrower) and left evidence of more diverse subsistence 
strategies. Much of this evidence appears in semi-permanent camps located near wetlands and 
lakes (USDA 2026). Common archaeological sites related to the Plains Archaic may include 
campsite remnants, fire-cracked rock concentrations, or lithic quarries and workshops. In 
northeastern South Dakota, Archaic sites frequently appear clustered around prairie pothole 
wetlands, reflecting seasonal aggregation and resource intensification (Sundstrom 2019). 


Woodland Period (ca. 1-1000CE) 
The Woodland Period is characterized by an increase in technological diversity. It overlaps the 
Late Archaic and the early Late Prehistoric periods. Woodland Period sites are characterized by 
the appearance of sack-shaped pottery with smooth or cord-roughed surfaces. Woodland village 
sites were located often along water courses like rivers and streams. Woodland people also 
developed horticultural sustenance systems typically based around cultivation of maize, beans, 
and squash (Sundstrom 2019). Possible diagnostic elements of a Woodland site may include 
hearth-fired ceramics, hearths, or non-local traded material. In addition to storage pits, hearths, 
and habitations sites, some burial mounds may be encountered in this region. Woodland sites are 
often buried or obscured by later deposits and are frequently identified during systematic survey 
(Sundstrom 2019). It is likely these populations were ancestral to the Mandan, Hidasta, and 
Arikara Nation (USDA 2026). 


Late Prehistoric Period (500 – 1861CE) and Plains Village 
(1000 – 1861CE) 
The Late Prehistoric and Plains Village are characterized by an intensification of semi-sedentary 
village lifeways based around horticulture, particularly along major rivers. Key features of these 
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sites may include cultivation of domesticated plants such as maize, beans, squash, construction 
of earthen lodges and storage facilities, as well as evidence of communal bison procurement 
strategies. The region at the time supported bison hunting, resource gathering, and more complex 
trade networks. Possible site types relating to the Late Prehistoric and Plains Village periods 
include temporary hunting camps, bison processing sites, and lithic scatters. It is likely these 
populations were ancestral to the Eastern Dakota (Sisseton and Wahpeton) (Sundstrom 2019). 


Protohistoric and Early Contact Period (ca. 1700–1861CE) 
The Protohistoric and Early Contact Period is characterized by initial contacts between Indigenous 
and European populations. The period is characterized by the expansion of the Dakota into 
northeastern South Dakota, participation in European fur-trade networks, and adoption of metal 
tools and firearms (Sundstrom 2019). Possible site types may include habitations sites with mixed 
Indigenous and Euro-American materials and fur trading post remnants. These sites are relatively 
challenging to identify but are representative of a significant cultural change in the region.  


Historic Period (ca. 1861CE – Present) 
The Historic Period is characterized by intensified American settlement. In 1867 the Lake 
Traverse Reservation was established in present-day Roberts County marking continued 
displacement and confine of Indigenous populations. In the 1870s agricultural settlements begin 
to expand rapidly in the northeastern part of the state. South Dakota officially gains statehood in 
1889. Possible site types related to Historic Period contexts may include homesteads, 
farmsteads, agency sites, mission sites, railroads, and roads. This intensification reshaped the 
landscape into a grid-based rural transportation system (Sundstrom 2019). By the 20th century, 
the region was fully integrated into modern economic and infrastructure systems. The 1900s were 
marked by the intensification of row-crop agriculture and ranching, development of towns, and 
continued cultural significance of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate (Sundstrom 2019). Potential 20th 
century site types may include farmsteads and agricultural outbuildings, depression-era and New 
Deal infrastructure, irrigation and drainage systems, and residential sites.  


Records Search Results and Historical 
Document Review 
HDR reviewed the South Dakota State Historical Society ARMS and CRGRID files from May 26-
29, 2026, in an effort to identify previously reported cultural resources and previous surveys within 
the CRSA.  


Previous Cultural Resources Surveys 
The file review identified 22 cultural resources surveys within the CRSA, 14 of which intersect the 
Facility (Table 1). Surveys that intersect the Facility are in bold text in Table 1.  
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Table 1. Previous cultural resource surveys within the Cultural Resources Study Area 


Report 
No. 


Year Report Name Author(s) Type 


AGT-0006 1984 South Dakota Department of Transportation 
Materials Pit Survey for Phil Mueller, T121N, 
R48W, Section 12, Grant County, South 
Dakota 


Thomas 
Messerli 


Level III 


AGT-0026 1994 An Intensive Cultural Resources Survey of 
the Proposed Corn Processing Facilities 
near Milbank, Grant County, South Dakota. 
CIS No. 958 


James 
Donohue, 
Roger 
Williams 


Level III 


AGT-0031 1996 Reconnaissance Cultural Resource Survey 
of Proposed Lines for Whetstone Valley 
Electrical Cooperative, Grant County, South 
Dakota. 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


AGT-0071 2009 A Cultural Resources Reconnaissance 
Survey for Proposed Shelterbelts at T121N, 
R48W, Section 12, in Grant County, South 
Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


AGT-0073 2008 Cultural Resources Inventory for the Rural 
Cellular Communications Milbank North 
Rawland Communication Tower, Grant 
County, South Dakota. 


Brett Dorrance Level III 


AGT-0075 2009 A Level III Cultural Resources Survey for 
the Construction of Electrical Distribution 
Facilities by Whetstone Valley Electric 
Cooperative (Letter 1609h05020) in Grant 
County, South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ARO-
0035 


1997 A Letter Report on an Intensive Cultural 
Resource Survey of a Proposed Bridge 
Replacement Project, BRO 8055(20) PCEMS 
4924, in Roberts County, South Dakota 


Calvin Long Level III 


ARO-
0059 


2002 A Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey 
for the Lincoln Demarrias Homesite, T126N, 
R50W, Section 27 at Lake Traverse 
Reservation in Roberts County, South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ARO-
0060 


2002 A Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey 
for the Vern L. White Homesite, T126N, R50W, 
Section 27 at Lake Traverse Reservation in 
Roberts County, South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ARO-
0093 


2005 An Intensive Cultural Resource Inventory of 
SD 10 Highway for SDDOT Project No. 
P0010(38)362, PCEMS3732, & the NRHP 
Evaluation of sites 39RO10 & 39RO117, 
Roberts County, South Dakota 


Thomas 
Messerli and 
James 
Donahue 


Level III 
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Report 
No. 


Year Report Name Author(s) Type 


ARO-
0120 


2008 A Level III Cultural Resources Survey for 
Construction of Electrical Distribution 
Facilities by Traverse Electric Cooperative 
in Roberts County, South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ARO-
0130 


2009 A Level III Cultural Resources Survey for 
Construction of Electrical Distribution 
Facilities by Whetstone Valley Electric in 
Roberts County, South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ARO-
0142 


2013 An Intensive Cultural Resources Survey of 
the 2011 and 2012 State Infrastructure Bank 
Emergency Project Proposed Wetlands 
Mitigation SDDOT ER 0010(98), PCN 0451, 
Roberts County, South Dakota 


Daniel Byrne Level III 


ARO-
0150 


2000 Level III Archaeological Reconnaissance 
Survey of Rural Waterline Land Corridors in 
Parts of Roberts County, South Dakota 


Cliff Stemper Level III 


ARO-
0160 


2019 An Intensive Cultural Resources Survey of a 
Proposed Plant and Stockpile Site for 
SSDDOT Project IM-FP 0299(71)239, PCN 
04D6, Roberts County, South Dakota 


Cassie Vogt Level III 


ARO-
0174 


2021 A Class III Intensive Cultural Resources 
Investigation of SDDOT Project P0015(81)182, 
PCN 05J7, Roberts County, South Dakota. 


Lisa 
Nesselbeck 
and David 
Williams 


Level III 


ESD-0057 1985 An Intensive Cultural Resource Survey of 
Feedlots in Grant and Roberts Counties, South 
Dakota 


Lynn Johnston Level III 


ESD-0170 1995 A Reconnaissance Cultural Resource 
Survey of Proposed Lines for Whetstone 
Valley Electrical Cooperative, Project 
950612003F in Grant and Roberts County, 
South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ESD-0283 2002 A Reconnaissance Cultural Resource 
Survey of Proposed Electrical Distribution 
Facilities for FEM Electric Association in 
Edmunds, Faulk, and McPherson Counties, 
South Dakota 


Patricia 
Downing 


Level III 


ESD-0451 2009 Cultural Resource Survey and Testing for the 
Waubay Land Exchange in Northeast South 
Dakota 


Brant Loflin 
and Margaret 
Van Ness 


Level III 


ESD-0457 2008 Class III Archaeological Inventory for the 
Big Stone II Transmission Line Project, 
Deuel and Grant Counties, South Dakota 


Laura 
Kennedy, 
Michael 
Justin, and 
Michael 
Madson 


Level III 
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Report 
No. 


Year Report Name Author(s) Type 


ESD-0781 2015 Big Stone South to Ellendale 345kV 
Transmission Line Project, Intensive 
Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation, 
North Dakota/South Dakota Border to the 
Big Stone South Substation Segment 


Stephen 
Sabatke and 
Alan Stanfill 


Level III 


Archaeology 
The review of ARMS data identified 12 cultural resources within the CRSA (Table 2). One site 
(39RO0012) intersects with the Facility. Site 39RO0012 (Moorehead Mound), is a grouping of 
Woodland era mortuary mounds (in bold text in Table 2). The site was recorded in the early 
twentieth century and has not been reassessed. The site is unevaluated for National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility.  


Table 2. Previously reported cultural resources within the Cultural Resources Study Area 


Site No. / SHPO 
ID Description 


NRHP Eligibility  
from Previous 
Investigation 


39GT0024 Multi-component artifact scatter Unevaluated 


39GT0045 Prehistoric lithic scatter Unevaluated 


39GT0435 Prehistoric stone alignment Unevaluated 


39GT0436 Prehistoric stone circle Unevaluated 


39GT0437 Prehistoric stone circle Unevaluated 


39GT0438 Prehistoric stone feature Unevaluated 


39GT2007 Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific 
Railroad 


Eligible 


39GT2042 Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul Railroad Eligible 


39RO0002 Madsen’s Mound Unevaluated 


39RO0012 Moorehead Mound Unevaluated 
39RO0033 Thunderbird Track (Prehistoric rock art) Unevaluated 


39RO0102 Prehistoric lithic scatter Not Eligible 
 


Historical Mapping Review 
In addition to the review of ARMS data, HDR reviewed historical maps from the General Land 
Office (GLO) and United States Geological Survey (USGS) to identify potential cultural resources 
that may not be included in South Dakota State Historical Society records (BLM 2026; USGS 
2026a). GLO survey plat maps are available for the Facility beginning in 1865 and continuing 
through 1883. Within the Facility, no cultural features were illustrated on GLO maps predating 
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1883. The 1883 map series show an increase in settlement activity and five houses were noted 
in or near the Facility (Table 3).  


Table 3. General Land Office maps review results 


GLO Map Date Resource Location 


T129 
R49/50W 


1870 N/A N/A 


T128N R50W 1870 N/A N/A 


T127N R50W 1870 N/A N/A 


T126N R50W 1870 N/A N/A 


T125N R50W 1870 Road from Ft. Wadsworth to Sauk 
Centre 


East-west through Section 17. 
No current road at this location. 


T124N R49W 1883 Two houses near Facility NE/NW Sec.18; SE/NE Sec. 33 


T123N R49W 1865; 
1883 


N/A N/A 


T122N R48W 1874; 
1883 


Two houses near Facility on 1883 
map 


NW/SE Sec. 21; SW/SW Sec. 
28 


T121N R48W 1883 House near Facility SW/SE Sec. 3 


T121N R47W 1865; 
1883 


N/A N/A 


 


USGS Quadrangles 
Historical USGS quadrangles were also reviewed covering the Facility.  


Prehistoric Archaeological Potential 
HDR reviewed historical USGS atlases to assess portions of the Facility which may have high 
potential to contain Prehistoric archaeological sites. Human habitation sites typically appear near 
sources of freshwater in areas of relatively high topographical relief (Dietmeier 2019, Sundstrom 
2019). Historical USGS quadrangles generally illustrate topography as contour lines and therefore 
can be useful indicators for Prehistoric habitation sites. HDR selected areas of high relief near 
bodies of freshwater as areas of high potential for unknown Prehistoric sites.  


Historic Archaeological Potential 
The review identified 327 farmsteads, 1 substation, 4 cemeteries, 2 abandoned railroad grades, 
7 state highways, 1 school, 1 road side park, 1 church, and 8 gravel pits within the CRSA. Of 
these resources, 42 of these have been previously inventoried as architectural properties in the 
South Dakota CRGRID (see Table 6). Of the total number within the CRSA, 14 farmsteads, 1 
abandoned railroad grade, and 1 state highway intersect the Facility (Table 4).  
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Table 4. USGS Quadrangles (north to south) and resources intersecting Facility 


Quadrangle Date Resource Location 


Hankinson, ND 1964 Farmstead T130N R49W, NW/NW Sec. 6 


Hankinson, SE, ND 1964 Farmstead; 
Abandoned railroad 
grade; SH 11 


T131N R49W, SE Sec. 31; T130N 
R49W, SW/SW Sec. 16; T130N R49W, 
Sec. 21, 28 


New Effington, NE, ND-SD 1972 Farmsteads (3) T129N R49W Sec. 32, 33; T129N 
R50W Sec. 30; T128N R49W Sec. 12 


New Effington, NW, ND-
SD 


1972 N/A N/A 


Victor, SD 1972 Farmsteads (2) T128N R50W NW/SW Sec. 13; T128N 
R50W NW/NE Sec. 36 


Peever NW, SD 1971 Farmsteads (2) T126N R50W SW/SE Sec. 9; T126N 
R50W SE/SW Sec. 21 


Peever NE, SD 1971 N/A N/A 


Peever, SD 1971 Farmstead T125N R50W SE/SE Sec. 29 


Browns Valley, ND-SD 1971 Farmsteads (2) T124N R50W NW/SE Sec. 12; T124N 
R49W NE/SW Sec. 33 


Wilmot, SD-MN 1971 Farmstead T123N R49W SW/SW Sec. 10 


Big Stone Lake West, MN-
SD 


1971 Farmstead T123N R49W NW/NE, NE/SE Sec. 36 


Corona, SD 1971 N/A N/A 


Big Stone Lake, SW, SD 1971 N/A N/A 


Big Stone Lake, SE, SD-
MN 


1971 N/A N/A 


Historical Aerial Imagery Review 
Historical aerial images from the USGS (2026b) and Nationwide Environmental Title Research 
(2026) were also reviewed to identify possible archaeological resources that may intersect the 
Facility. Given the length of the study area through Grant and Roberts counties, available aerial 
imagery consisted of a patchwork with limited coverage for any given year. The earliest available 
aerial images of the study area date from 1951 and 1952 and show an agricultural landscape with 
isolated farmsteads and rural section line roads. Possible historical resources within the Facility 
consist of seven farmsteads and two miscellaneous structures (Figure 2 – Figure 14, Table 5). 
The historical farmsteads vary in size and design but generally consist of a series of buildings or 
structures within a perimeter windbreak composed of rectilinear tree plantings. The smallest 
farmstead consists of just three buildings or structures, while the largest contains approximately 
seven buildings or structures. None of the farmsteads shown on the 1951 and 1952 aerial 
photographs are extant today, however artifacts and features are still likely to exist at these 
locations. The possible structures identified on the aerial photographs consist of two anomalous 
features that appear to be small structures, however the resolution of the imagery is too poor to 
identify the features. Other historical features identified from the 1951 and 1952 aerial 
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photographs includes 68 road segments that intersect the Facility. Most of these roadways are 
the public section roads that still exist today, however others are small driveways or farm roads 
that are no longer extant.  


Available aerial imagery from subsequent years includes partial coverage from 1955, 1956, 1958, 
1961, 1971, and 1972. Additional site leads identified from photographs taken during these 
periods include an additional farmstead from 1958, and an additional farmstead, possible building, 
and unidentified earthern feature from 1971. The 1958 farmstead is no longer extant but consisted 
of three buildings and a short driveway. The possible building from 1971 appears as a small 
anomalous feature that could be a small structure, however the resolution of the aerial image is 
too poor to identify the feature. The 1971 farmstead is a compound of buildings with a perimeter 
windbreak at the corner of 465th Avenue and 115th Street that is still intact. The 1971 unidentified 
earthen feature consists of mounded earth in the shape of a C associated with an unknown 
construction. An additional 12 roadways were noted within the Facility between 1958 and 1972. 
The aerial imagery search identified no futher possible archaeological or architectural site leads.  


Table 4. Potential resources within Facility identified from historical aerial imagery 


Feature Type Earliest Date  Description Extant? 
Farmstead 1951 One primary building and two small 


outbuildings 
No 


Farmstead 1952 Six buildings or structures with an 
associated windbreak 


No 


Farmstead 1952 Approximately five buildings or structures 
with an associated windbreak 


No 


Farmstead 1952 A primary building and at least four 
secondary buildings or structures enclosed 


within a perimeter windbreak 


No 


Farmstead 1952 Approximately three buildings or structures 
with an associated windbreak 


No 


Farmstead 1952 Approximately four buildings or structures 
with an associated windbreak 


No 


Possible Structure 1952 Anomalous feature that could represent a 
small built structure 


No 


Possible Structure 1952 Anomalous feature that could represent a 
small built structure 


No 


Farmstead 1952 Approximately six or seven buildings or 
structures served by a driveway 


No 


Farmstead 1958 Up to three buildings, one primary building 
and two outlying buildings or structures, 


served by a driveway 


No 


Possible Building 1971 Anomalous feature that could represent a 
small built structure 


No 


Unidentified Earthen 
Feature 


1971 The feature consists of mounded earth in 
the shape of a C associated with an 


unknown construction 


Yes 


Farmstead 1971 Compound of farm buildings or structures 
contained within a perimeter windbreak 


Yes 
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Architectural Properties 
Recommended Area of Potential Effects 
An Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined by the lead federal agency pursuant to Section 106. 
The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an Undertaking (all or part of the Facility 
subject to federal funding or approval) may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character 
or use of Historic Properties (properties listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP), if any such 
properties exist. An APE for architectural properties accounts for any physical, auditory, 
atmospheric, or visual impacts to Historic Properties from the Undertaking. The APE for direct 
physical effects is typically limited to the area of potential ground disturbance and any property, 
or any portion thereof, that will be physically altered or destroyed by the Undertaking. The APE 
for direct auditory, atmospheric, and visual effects can be larger than the area of potential ground 
disturbance, based on the specific Undertaking. The APE for visual effects is the geographic area 
in which the Undertaking has the potential to introduce visual elements that diminish or alter the 
setting, including the landscape, where the setting is a character-defining feature of a Historic 
Property that makes it eligible for listing in the NRHP. 


Based on the scope of the Facility, potential direct physical, auditory, atmospheric effects are 
limited to the Facility. Due to the vertical scale of the monopole steel structures (typical heights 
ranging from 120-160 feet), direct visual effects from the Facility have the potential to affect the 
greatest geographic area. The Nationwide Programmatic Agreement Regarding the Section 106 
Process that was approved by the Federal Communications Commission was consulted when 
considering visual effects. This Agreement considered visual effects within a half mile from a 
project component if the project component is 200 feet or less in overall height. Therefore, to fully 
account for potential visual effects, an Architectural Properties APE of one-half mile on either side 
of the Facility is recommended.  


Previously Inventoried Properties 
HDR reviewed CRGRID to identify previously inventoried architectural properties within the 
recommended Architectural Properties APE. Twenty-one inventoried architectural properties 
were identified within this recommended APE. These architectural properties are summarized in 
Table 6 and Figure 16 - Figure 18. Two of these properties have been listed in the NRHP, 
including the Hart School #3 at 465th Avenue in the vicinity of Sisseton and the New Effington 
Rest Stop Tipi at mile post 250.8 along Interstate 29. There are also two NRHP-eligible properties 
within the recommended APE, including Bridge 55-230-391 near Corona in Roberts County and 
a Gambrel Barn – Nissen Farm on 11th Street in New Effington. The remaining properties within 
the APE include eight that have been previously determined as Not Eligible for listing in the NRHP, 
and nine that have been inventoried but are unevaluated for NRHP status.  


Table 6. Inventoried Architectural Properties within the Recommended APE 


Site ID SHPO ID Property Name Street City NRHP 
Status 


43589 GT00000428 Matthew Henrich 145th St. Milbank Not Eligible 
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Site ID SHPO ID Property Name Street City NRHP 
Status 


48415 GT00001163 Bridge 26-350-031 145 ST Big Stone 
City 


Not Eligible 


28856 GT00600010 Farmstead 48450 145th 
Street 


Big Stone 
City 


Not Eligible 
 


43587 GT00000426 William Oswood 484th Ave. Big Stone 
City 


Unevaluated 


43591 GT00000430 Donald Bray 48280 145th 
St. 


Big Stone 
City 


Unevaluated 


43601 GT00000440 James Lynch 
(Abandoned) 


484th Ave. Grant 
County 


Unevaluated 


43599 GT00000438 Terell Rabe 14360 483rd 
Ave. 


Big Stone 
City 


Unevaluated 


43597 GT00000436 David Yusten 48273 143rd 
St. 


Big Stone 
City 


Unevaluated 


48395 GT00001135 Bridge 26-290-014 SD015 Big Stone 
City 


Not Eligible 


43641 GT00000485 Gary Harms Farm 14331 477th 
Ave. 


Milbank Not Eligible 


49373 RO00000341 Bridge 55-264-409 141 ST 
(Between 
475th and 
476th Ave) 


Corona Not Eligible 


49370 RO00000338 Bridge 55-230-391 472 AVE 
(near 139th 
Street) 


Corona NRHP 
Eligible 


70073 RO00000508 Christian and Meta 
Frerichs Barn 


137th St Wilmot Unevaluated 


26312 RO00000278 June Giossi Barn 46287 120th 
Street 


Sisseton vic. Unevaluated 


26309 RO00000275 Rydell Nieland Barn 11475 465th 
Ave. 


Sisseton vic. Unevaluated 


21172 RO00000252 Hart School #3 465th 
Avenue 


Sisseton vic. NRHP Listed 


26235 RO00000274 Robert Meyer 
Farmstead, Barn 


11214 465th 
Ave. 


Sisseton vic. Unevaluated 


26234 RO00000273 Edward Yost Barn 11176 465th 
Ave 


Sisseton vic. Not Eligible 


57388 RO02300001 Gambrel Barn – Nissen 
Farm 


111th Street New 
Effington 


NRHP 
Eligible 


26232 RO00000271 Theodore Zach Barn 10975 467th 
Ave. 


New 
Effington 
vic. 


Not Eligible 
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Site ID SHPO ID Property Name Street City NRHP 
Status 


56704 RO00000370 New Effington Rest Stop 
Tipi 


mile post 
250.8 
Interstate 29 


New 
Effington 


NRHP Listed 


Recommendations 
Archaeology 
HDR completed a Level I review of South Dakota State Historical Society ARMS records, 
historical GLO survey plat maps, historical USGS topographic maps, and historical aerial imagery 
to identify previously reported and potential cultural resources that may exist within the Facility. 
The review of ARMS records identified one previously reported cultural resource within the 
Facility. This resource, 39RO0012 (Moorhead Mound Group) consists of Woodland era mortuary 
mounds first documented in the early twentieth century. The resource has not since been 
surveyed or evaluated for NRHP eligibility, and it is unknown if 39RO0012 remains intact; 
however, given the potential to encounter human remains, the Facility should seek to avoid the 
resource.  


The South Dakota State Historical Society guidelines consider previous field surveys to be 
sufficient if they were completed within the last 20 years (SHPO 2023:14). Fourteen previous 
cultural resources field surveys have been completed within the Facility; all are older than 20 
years and therefore none meet contemporary survey requirements. 


Conditions within the Facility consist mostly of agricultural land including pastureland and 
cultivated fields. Although plowing may introduce levels of disturbance, the potential for intact 
subsurface cultural deposits remains below the plow zone. The Northeast Lowlands 
archaeological region has not been fully studied, and knowledge of the age, thickness, and 
correlation with regional lithostratigraphic units is poorly understood and it is difficult to determine 
the potential for subsurface cultural deposits in the area (Artz 2011). Based on South Dakota 
cultural resource files approximately 4% of the Facility has been previously surveyed for cultural 
resources. Limited survey within the Facility also presents challenges when determining localized 
patterns of Prehistoric settlement. Given that the Facility, often parallels sources of freshwater 
with the potential for Prehistoric mounds and habitation sites, and other areas contain 
concentrations of kettle lakes, HDR posits areas of high Prehistoric potential would be within 
areas of high topographical relief near water sources.  


A review of GLO survey plats, historical USGS topographic maps, and historical aerial images 
identified areas of Prehistoric and Historic archaeological potential within the Facility. The review 
of GLO survey plats dating from 1865 to 1883 identified five houses plotted within or immediately 
adjacent to the Facility. USGS topographic maps and quadrangles from 1916 to 1972 depicted 
12 farmsteads, a segment of the MStP&SSM, and one school within the Facility. Finally, an 
analysis of historical aerial photographs from 1951 to 1972 identified nine farmsteads, three 
probable buildings or structures, and an unidentified earthen feature within the Facility.   
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The Facility requires submission of a Permit to the Commission and, therefore, the Facility must 
comply with SDCL 1-19A-11.1.  Also, the Facility anticipates receiving DOE funding, constituting 
it a federal undertaking and compliance with Section 106 would be necessary. HDR recommends 
consultation with the lead federal agency (DOE) and South Dakota State Historical Society on an 
appropriate inventory strategy prior to initiating the survey. Level II sample surveys are commonly 
conducted for linear projects that exceed 100 miles in length. HDR recommends that a Level II 
strategy would be appropriate for the Project (SHPO 2023:14). HDR recommends the segments 
of the Facility illustrated in Figure 15 be surveyed. Additionally, HDR recommends the Facility 
avoid siting facilities within 100 feet of 39RO0012. If avoidance is not feasible additional evaluative 
or mitigative work may become necessary.  


Architectural Properties 
Pursuant to SDCL, Chapter 1-19A-11.1, the “state or any political subdivision of the state, or any 
instrumentality thereof, may not undertake any project which will encroach upon, damage or 
destroy any Historic Property included in the NRHP or the State Register of Historic Places until 
the South Dakota State Historic Society has been given notice and an opportunity to investigate 
and comment on the proposed project.” There are two NRHP-listed properties (Site ID 56704 and 
21172) within the recommended Architectural Properties APE. An analysis of the potential effects 
from the Facility on the two NRHP-listed properties within the recommended APE is provided in 
the following sections. 


New Effington Rest Stop Tipi, Site ID 56704 
This Historic Property was listed in the NRHP in 2014 as part of a Concrete Interstate Tipis of 
South Dakota Multiple Property Submission, which nominated nine tipis across the state. The 
Historic Property was inventoried as an object that has statewide significance under NRHP 
Criterion A in the areas of Entertainment/Recreation and Transportation, and under NRHP 
Criterion C in the area of Art. The object also meets Criteria Consideration G, as a property that 
is less than 50 years of age and has exceptional significance. The tipi was built in 1978, designed 
by Sioux Falls architect Ward Whitwam. The object is constructed of eight concrete poles that are 
56 feet tall, are evenly spaced in a circle, and are attached near the top with steel plates. The 
circumference at the tipi’s base is 35 feet (Nelson 2014).  


The New Effington Rest Stop Tipi is located to the west of three rest stop structures and mature 
deciduous trees, sited within a mowed grassy area (Figure 19 and Figure 20). The object is 0.2 
miles from the Facility, which is located on the opposite side of Interstate 29. Due to this distance, 
there will be no direct physical, auditory, or atmospheric effects from the Facility, however there 
will be visual effects. The area between the Historic Property and the Facility is flat terrain, with 
native grasses and agricultural fields that do not provide a visual barrier (Figure 21). However, 
there are tall, mature deciduous trees directly east of the tipi that provide a visual barrier during 
leaf-on conditions. During leaf-off conditions there will be a visual effect that will minimally affect 
the Historic Property’s integrity of setting. The integrity of design, materials, workmanship, 
association, feeling, and location will not be affected. Therefore, this visual effect will not prevent 
this property from conveying its significance under NRHP Criterion A in the areas of 
Entertainment/Recreation and Transportation, and under NRHP Criterion C in the area of Art. 
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Therefore, it is recommended that there will be No Adverse Effect from the Facility to the New 
Effington Rest Stop Tipi.  


Hart School #3, Site ID 21172 
This Historic Property was listed in the NRHP in 2000. The Hart School #3, also known as the 
Hart Township Hall, has local significance under NRHP Criterion A and C within the areas of 
Education and Architecture. The period of significance spans from the building’s construction date 
in 1896 through 1950, which was the 50-year cut-off for listing in the NRHP at the time this 
property was listed in the NRHP. The vernacular one-room, wood-sided schoolhouse has a 
vestibule on the east elevation, and a front-gabled roof. There were two wood outhouses located 
just west of the school when the property was listed in the NRHP, all of which were contributing 
(Hetzel 1999). These two outhouses are no longer extant (Google 2025).  


The Hart School #3 is located in a rural area surrounded by relatively flat agricultural land 
(Figure 22). The Historic Property is 0.49 miles west of the Facility. Due to this distance, there will 
be no direct physical, auditory, or atmospheric effects from the Facility. Visual effects will be 
diminished at this distance and will also be partially obscured by a mature grove of trees that are 
sited between the Historic Property and the Proposed Facility. The Proposed Facility may be 
minimally visible to the northeast where there are no trees, although the existing transmission line 
that runs parallel and adjacent to the Facility is not distinguishable on the horizon, and as such 
there will be no visual effects to this Historic Property (Figure 23). Therefore, there will be No 
Adverse Effect from the Facility to the Hart School #3. 


Per SDCL, Chapter 1-19A-11.1, the South Dakota State Historic Society should be consulted 
concerning the recommendations regarding potential effects to these Historic Properties from the 
Facility. 


The Facility anticipates receiving DOE funding constituting a federal Undertaking and compliance 
with Section 106 would be necessary. HDR recommends consultation with the lead federal 
agency (DOE) and South Dakota State Historical Society to confirm the recommended 
Architectural Properties APE is appropriate for the Facility. Pursuant to Section 106, identification 
and evaluation efforts would need to be completed for all structures, bridges, and cemeteries 
within the Architectural Properties APE that are 50 years in age or older. A reconnaissance survey 
would be completed to recommend NRHP eligibility, and an intensive survey would follow for any 
properties that are recommended as potentially eligible for the NRHP. If any known Historic 
Properties, or any newly identified Historic Properties, are located within the final APE, potential 
effects from the Facility would need to be analyzed to determine if the Facility would have an 
Adverse Effect on Historic Properties. 
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Appendix A. Map Attachments 
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Figure 1. Project location map 
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Figure 2. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 1 of 13 
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Figure 3. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 2 of 13 
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Figure 4. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 3 of 13 
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Figure 5. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 4 of 13 
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Figure 6. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 5 of 13 
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Figure 7. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 6 of 13 
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Figure 8. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 7 of 13 
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Figure 9. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 8 of 13 
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Figure 10. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 9 of 13 
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Figure 11. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 10 of 13 
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Figure 12. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 11 of 13 
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Figure 13. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 12 of 13 
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Figure 14. Potential cultural resource identified in aerial photographs, 13 of 13 
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Figure 15. Segments Recommended for Archaeological Survey 
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Figure 16. Inventoried Architectural Properties within the recommended APE, 1 of 3 


 







Level I Cultural Resource Review for Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 


June 2026 Page 34 Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 


Figure 17. Inventoried Architectural Properties within the recommended APE, 2 of 3 
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Figure 18. Inventoried Architectural Properties within the recommended APE, 3 of 3 
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Figure 19. New Effington Rest Area Tipi, Facing West. Tipi is obscured by trees, located 
center of frame (Google 2024) 


 


Figure 20. New Effington Rest Area Tipi, Facing West (Nelson 2014) 
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Figure 21. View from New Effington Rest Area Tipi toward the Facility, Facing Southeast 
(Google 2024) 


 


Figure 22. Hart School #3, Facing Southwest (Google 2025) 
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Figure 23. View from Hart School #3 towards the Facility, Facing East (Google 2025) 
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To: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
Cc: WayneC@swo-nsn.gov; Olson, Nicholas A.; Mayer, Michael; Bring, Jennifer; Hanley, Jennifer; Swiontek, Katie Jo.
Subject: Re: BSSHB: Cultural Resources Level I Report
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CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning,

Thanks for the report. Yes, our office is awaiting the field schedule and final updates for the
field surveys. Thank you for your attention in this matter.   

 

Dianne Desrosiers

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate

P.O. Box 907

Sisseton, S.D. 57262

605.698.3584

 

“Every part of this Earth is sacred to my people. We are part of the earth and it is part of
us”.~Chief Seattle,1854

On Tue, Jul 14, 2026 at 8:03 AM Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com> wrote:
Good Morning Dianne and Wayne,

Our consultant HDR has completed a Level I Cultural Resources Review report for our
Big Stone South-Hankinson-Bison 345kV Transmission Project in South Dakota.  The
report was submitted to SD SHPO on July 9th for their review.  At this time, we are also
submitting the report to the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe for your review.  It is our
hope that the Tribe will assist us in conducting field surveys in order to identify cultural
resources that need to be protected and preserved as we work to site and construct
this project.  
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We will meet with SD SHPO to finalize our field survey plan once they have reviewed
the report.  After that, we would like to meet with the SWO Tribe to make plans for
conducting the field survey with HDR field staff and SWO THPO staff.  We are planning
to conduct field surveys in SD late this summer and early fall as conditions allow.  We
also hope that the Tribe is able to assist with future field surveys for the North Dakota
portion of the project and monitoring for the entire project when we move into ground
disturbing activities related to geotechnical or construction work.

Let me know if you need any other information that would assist you with your review.

Thank you for your assistance and, as always, we look forward to working with the
SWO Tribe.  

Kevin Scheidecker
Principal, Environmental Services
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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South Dakota Counties 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B



DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

11/04/2025 Meeting Otter Tail Power and Grant County 
Board of Commissioners 

Facility Introduction 

11/18/2025 Meeting Otter Tail Power and Roberts County 
Board of Commissioners Facility Introduction 

01/27/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Grant County 
Commission 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Grant County 
Highway 
Department 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Grant County 
Planning and 
Zoning 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Roberts County 
Auditor 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Roberts County 
Commission 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

01/27/2026 Letter 
Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Roberts County 
Highway 
Department 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

03/24/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company, Grant 
County Commission, and Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate Tribe 

Facility Status Update 

06/02/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company and Roberts 
County Commission 

Status Update, Proposed Route, and 
Roberts County Landfill 

06/30/2026 Email Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Roberts County 
Planning and 
Zoning 

Request for Information Regarding 
Required Permits 

07/08/2026 Email 
Roberts County 
Planning and 
Zoning 

Otter Tail Power 
Company 

Response to Request for Information 
Regarding Required Permits 
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January 27, 2026 

William Tostenson 
Grant County Commission 
210 E. 5th Avenue 
Milbank, SD 57252 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Tostenson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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January 27, 2026 

Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

Daren Peterson 
Grant County Highway Superintendent 
47789 151st St 
Milbank, SD 57252 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Peterson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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January 27, 2026 

Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

 
  

Steve Berkner 
Grant County Planning and Zoning 
210 E. 5th Avenue 
Milbank, SD 57252 
 
Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Berkner, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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January 27, 2026 

Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

'ER'TAIL (l Xcel Energy' 
POWER COMPANY 



January 27, 2026 

Docket No. EL26- 
Appendix B

BSS>H>B 
Big Stone South 

to Hankinson to Bison 

1490/t 

Z1Z31t 

---., 

208 , 

1975ft 

~-~~10 mi 0 

@EiO 

@BSSHB Project Substations 

BSS to Hankinson to Bison Study Area 

□ counties 

□ Proposed Corridors 

Qui 
P■rle 

BIG STONE SOUTH - HANKINSON - BISON 

'ER'TAIL fl Xcel Energy· 
POWER COMPANY 



January 27, 2026 

Kristi Fritz 
Roberts County Auditor 
411 2nd Ave. E., Ste. 1B 
Sisseton, SD 57262 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Ms. Fritz, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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January 27, 2026 

 
  

Chairman Brian Heinecke 
Roberts County Commission 
411 2nd Ave. E. 
Sisseton, SD 57262 
 
Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Heinecke, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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Joey Anderson 
Roberts County Highway Department 
11901 BIA Hwy 700 
Sisseton, SD 57262 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
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Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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From: Steingaard, Craig L.
To: Zoning
Subject: BSSHB Transmission Line Project - Roberts County Permit Confirmation Request
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2026 9:16:53 AM
Attachments: Outlook-nad25x4h.png

Outlook-we2hzz21.png
Outlook-zvsneqzq.png
Outlook-j0izbvhd.png
Outlook-kx2gbu2x.png

You don't often get email from csteingaard@otpco.com. Learn why this is important

Hello,

We are reaching out to confirm our understanding of the permits required under Roberts
County ordinances for future project activities for the BSSHB Transmission Project.

Based on our review, we have identified the following permits that may be applicable:

Conditional Use Permit – Transmission Line
Public utility and public service structures, including transmission lines, are
listed as Conditional Uses in the Agricultural District. To be obtained prior to
construction.

Conditional Use Permit – Substation
Required for substations associated with the transmission project. To be
obtained prior to construction.

Floodplain Development Permit
Required for development within a Special Flood Hazard Area. To be
obtained prior to work in the floodplain.

Road Approach Permit(s)
County approval required for approaches accessing public roads. To be
obtained prior to construction of the approach.

Temporary Approach Permit(s) / Road or Right-of-Way Modification /
Improvement / Utility Crossing Permit(s)

May be required for temporary construction access roads and for temporary
facilities or modifications affecting roads under Roberts County jurisdiction.
To be obtained prior to construction use.

Haul Road Agreement
May be required where construction traffic impacts county roads. To be
obtained prior to hauling activities.

Highway Use Permit / Oversize-Overweight Permit
     May be required for oversized loads on county roads. To be obtained prior to
hauling activities.
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Can the county review this list and confirm whether these permits are accurate?
Additionally, please let us know if there are any other permits, approvals, or
requirements that OTP should be aware of for work within Roberts County.

We were unable to locate all permit applications online. Could the county provide
copies of the application materials for each of the permits listed above?

Any assistance on this is appreciated and we look forward to your guidance.

Craig Steingaard
Senior Transmission
Project Developer
Desk – 218-739-8335
Cell – 218-790-9022
otpco.com

*My working hours may not be your working hours. Please do not feel obligated to read or
respond outside of your normal work schedule.
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From: Zoning <rc-zoning@robertscosd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 9:15 AM
To: Steingaard, Craig L. <csteingaard@otpco.com>
Subject: RE: BSSHB Transmission Line Project - Roberts County Permit Confirmation Request

Mr. Steingaard, Thank you for your patience; I had to consult with several people about your questions and dig through some forms. Regarding Conditional Use Permits, the county will address this project by issuing a single, very detailed CUP
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart

This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Mr. Steingaard,

Thank you for your patience; I had to consult with several people about your questions
and dig through some forms.

Regarding Conditional Use Permits, the county will address this project by issuing a
single, very detailed CUP for the entire transmission line project. It will include the route
of the transmission line, define locations of all substations, and describe all
components of the project. This should hopefully simplify the process for both Otter Tail
and the county. I will require a map of the lines/substations/etc. as part of the CUP
application. The CUP will need to list the legal description of every property affected by
the project. I have attached the application form that the county uses for CUPs and
Variances. Please feel free to use additional pages, as the area provided for describing
the reason for seeking a CUP is small.

Regarding Floodplain Development Permits, I believe that the best way to address the
floodplain construction areas of the project will likely be to use a single, very detailed
permit that describes all areas within the floodplain where construction will take place. I
have attached the most recent version of the county’s floodplain application that I could
find. I am still waiting to hear back from my legal advisor at 1stDistrict about a possibly
updated floodplain permit application and to ensure that it is federally compliant to use
a single floodplain permit for the project.

Regarding various permits for roads, my office does not issue those types of permits,
and I have not been able to find any application forms on file. You will need to contact
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BSSHB Transmission Line Project - Roberts County Permit Confirmation Request

		From

		Steingaard, Craig L.

		To

		Zoning

		Recipients

		rc-zoning@robertscosd.gov



	You don't often get email from csteingaard@otpco.com. Learn why this is important 

	

Hello,



We are reaching out to confirm our understanding of the permits required under Roberts County ordinances for future project activities for the BSSHB Transmission Project.



Based on our review, we have identified the following permits that may be applicable:





*	

	Conditional Use Permit – Transmission Line



*	

	Public utility and public service structures, including transmission lines, are listed as Conditional Uses in the Agricultural District. To be obtained prior to construction.



*	

	Conditional Use Permit – Substation



*	

	Required for substations associated with the transmission project. To be obtained prior to construction.



*	

	Floodplain Development Permit



*	

	Required for development within a Special Flood Hazard Area. To be obtained prior to work in the floodplain.



*	

	Road Approach Permit(s)



*	

	County approval required for approaches accessing public roads. To be obtained prior to construction of the approach.



*	

	Temporary Approach Permit(s) / Road or Right-of-Way Modification / Improvement / Utility Crossing Permit(s)



*	

	May be required for temporary construction access roads and for temporary facilities or modifications affecting roads under Roberts County jurisdiction. To be obtained prior to construction use.



*	

	Haul Road Agreement



*	

	May be required where construction traffic impacts county roads. To be obtained prior to hauling activities.



*	

	Highway Use Permit / Oversize-Overweight Permit

	     May be required for oversized loads on county roads. To be obtained prior to hauling activities.



Can the county review this list and confirm whether these permits are accurate? Additionally, please let us know if there are any other permits, approvals, or requirements that OTP should be aware of for work within Roberts County.



We were unable to locate all permit applications online. Could the county provide copies of the application materials for each of the permits listed above?



Any assistance on this is appreciated and we look forward to your guidance.









Craig Steingaard

Senior Transmission

Project Developer

Desk – 218-739-8335

Cell – 218-790-9022

otpco.com

            




*My working hours may not be your working hours. Please do not feel obligated to read or respond outside of your normal work schedule.
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The following information is required for development within areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in a scientific and engineering report entitled, "The Flood Insurance Study for Roberts County,” dated April 25,2024, with accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Flood Boundary-Floodway Maps (FIRM and FBFM).  Failure for Roberts County to require the following information of you would jeopardize disaster and other funding as well as validity of existing flood insurance policies for the entire county.

Section I.  General


As indicated by the Flood Insurance Study performed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, what is the zone (A, AE, AO, AH, Floodway) and panel number of the area of the proposed development?


Zone




Panel Number








You may contact the Floodplain Administrator for your county to attain the zone and panel number applicable to your development.

Elevation Certificate attached:
⁭ Yes

⁭ No

Lowest floor elevation of structure:



NGVD



Section II.  Complete for all structures in Floodway


Is the proposed development in an identified floodway?



⁭ Yes

⁭ No

If yes, is a “No Rise Certification” with supporting data attached?



⁭ Yes

⁭ No



Section III.  Complete for Residential Structures


Base Flood Elevation at the site:



NGVD



Required Lowest floor elevation (including basement):



NGVD



Section IV.  Complete for Non-Residential Structures


Type of floodproofing method:












The required floodproofing elevation is:



NGVD



Floodproofing certification by a registered engineer is attached:
⁭ Yes

⁭ No


FP-1 






Joey Anderson, Roberts County’s Highway Administrator, to discuss what road permits
the county will require. He can be reached at highway@robertscosd.gov or 605-698-
3905. Any agreements made between the Highway Administrator and Otter Tail as part
of obtaining various road permits will be rolled into the CUP as required conditions that
must be abided by.

Regarding a haul road agreement, I will need to speak with the Commissioners to
confirm how they would like to proceed. However, it is my assumption that the county
will require a haul road agreement due to the scale of the project. If the Commissioners
agree to require a haul road agreement, it will be issued as a condition of the CUP. Again,
I will need to consult with the Commissioners, but the county will likely provide you with
its minimum road standards, and these standards will be applied to all of the involved
county and township roads. This will hopefully create consistency in maintenance and
restoration expectations across all jurisdictions within the county.

I hope this helps to clarify some things. Please feel free to reach out with additional
questions, and I will keep you apprised of any additional permitting information as I
speak to 1stDistrict and my Commissioners.

Thanks,

Roberts County Office of Equalization
Samuel Fredericksen
Deputy Director of Equalization
Zoning Administrator
605-698-3205
rcassessor2@robertscosd.gov
rc-zoning@robertscosd.gov
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/27/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

South Dakota Cities & 
Townships 

Request for Input – Facility 
Notification Letter 

03/26/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company and Bryant 
Township Facility Status Update 

03/26/2026 Meeting Otter Tail Power Company and Harmon 
Township 

Facility Status Update 

03/26/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company and Hart 
Township Facility Status Update 

03/26/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company and Lien 
Township 

Facility Status Update 

03/26/2026 Meeting 
Otter Tail Power Company and Victor 
Township Facility Status Update 
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January 27, 2026 

Chair Larry Pelzel 
Becker Township 
12954 468th Ave 
Browns Valley, MN 56219 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Chair Pelzel, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

The Project will require permits and approvals from multiple state and federal agencies, including the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, North Dakota Public Service Commission, and potentially the 
U.S. Department of Energy due to partial federal funding through the Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership grant program. At this preliminary stage, a general study area has been defined, and several 
prospective routing corridors have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will 
be selected based on public, agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best 
practices, environmental considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing 
corridors for the Hankinson to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your office 
to gather further information and comment. 

We request your review of the Project study area to help identify potential opportunities and constraints as 
we move toward selecting a preferred corridor. We would also appreciate being informed of any planned 
or reasonably foreseeable developments your office may be considering within the corridor. In addition, 
we welcome any information that would assist with our siting analyses and environmental studies, 
including relevant regulations, permitting considerations, or compliance requirements. 

Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by February 27, 2026. Your input will 
help inform a comprehensive environmental and permitting strategy that minimizes impacts and ensures 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
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1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT 

01/27/2026 Letter Otter Tail Power 
Company 

East Dakota Water 
Development District 

Request for Input – 
Facility Notification Letter 
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January 27, 2026 

Jay Gilbertson 
Manager 
East Dakota Water Development District 
132B Airport Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 

Re: Request for Input – Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Dear Mr. Gilbertson, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Xcel Energy are proposing to develop, construct, and operate 
a new 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line extending from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, through the Hankinson Substation near Hankinson, North 
Dakota, terminating at the Bison Substation near Mapleton, North Dakota. This Project is part of the Joint 
Targeted Interconnection Queue (JTIQ) initiated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) 
and the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) which aims to build transmission network upgrades along the 
MISO-SPP shared borders to enable new generator interconnections. 

The Project consists of approximately 150 miles of new 345 kV transmission line located in South Dakota 
and North Dakota. The portion of the line in South Dakota would be approximately 60 miles long and 
would extend through Roberts County and Grant County. The North Dakota portion would be 
approximately 90 miles long and would extend through Richland County and Cass County. Structures 
would primarily consist of steel monopoles with concrete foundations. Associated upgrades and 
expansions at the Big Stone South, Hankinson, and Bison substations are also planned. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2030, with the line expected to be energized by 2034. 

At this preliminary stage a general study area has been defined and several prospective routing corridors 
have been identified for the Big Stone to Hankinson segment.  Corridors will be selected based on public, 
agency, and stakeholder input, engineering and constructability best practices, environmental 
considerations, and regulatory rules and guidelines. Once prospective routing corridors for the Hankinson 
to Bison segment have been identified, we will re-coordinate with your agency to gather further 
information and comment. 

A map of the Project area, including the prospective routing corridors for the Big Stone South to 
Hankinson segment, is enclosed. Please provide any available data, concerns, or recommendations by 
February 27, 2026. 

Please direct your responses or requests for additional information to: 
Michael Mayer   
Project Manager, HDR Engineering, Inc.   
1601 Utica Ave South, Suite 600   
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416   
Phone: 763-591-5463   
Email: Michael.Mayer@hdrinc.com

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to 
have additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine 
a preferred route.  We will also be hosting public meetings at three locations along the Project in 
February. The meetings will be held February 11-12 at the times and locations listed below. If you are 
interested in an individual meeting outside of our public meetings, please feel free to contact us and we 
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would welcome the opportunity to share more information about the Project, answer your questions and 
take your feedback. Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your collaboration as 
we advance this important regional infrastructure project. 

Milbank, SD 
February 11, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
City Hall 
1001 E 4th Ave  
Milbank, SD  

Wilmot, SD 
February 12, 2026 
11:00am – 1:00pm 
Wilmot Community Center 
516 Main St 
Wilmot, SD 

Hankinson, ND 
February 12, 2026 
Hankinson Community 
Center 
112 Main Ave S. 
Hankinson, ND 

Sincerely, 

George Vinson  
Senior Transmission Project Developer 
Otter Tail Power Company  

Enclosure: 
Preliminary Project Map 
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